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A clean and hot fireplace means less pollution for your neighbourhood 
 

Winter has well and truly settled in and Jack Frost is making his presence felt 
regularly, which leads many of us to use our log burners. The Otago Regional 
Council reminds residents that in order to get the most heat from your log 
burner and emit less pollution from your chimney, the key is to burn a hot fire 
with clean, dry firewood.  
 

“Everyone in your neighbourhood breathes what your household burns,” says 
ORC air scientist Sarah Harrison. “So, it’s important you only burn paper and 
dry wood. No one wants to breathe in the extremely toxic compounds that are 
released when plastic, treated wood or rubbish are burned. 
 

“Luckily it’s quite simple to burn a hot and clean fire. Start your fire with dry 
kindling and gradually use larger pieces of dry wood. This will be the most efficient way of using your log burner, and it 
means you have less impact on the air pollution in your neighbourhood”. 
 

Dry firewood means a log that has a moisture content of less than 20%. You can check your firewood is ready to burn 
by: 
● using a moisture meter, available from most hardware stores 
● checking the colour of the wood is dull or grey  
● knocking two pieces of firewood together; it should sound hollow. If the wood is too damp and heavy, it will sound 

like a dull “thunk”. 
● visit www.orc.govt.nz/burn-dry-breathe-easy                                                                                                                    
 

To find out more about using your log burner and what you can and can’t burn.  
 
Highway 88 Shared Path Update 
 

On Monday the 13th of July, work began on another section of the shared path at the Roseneath cutting. People who use the 
highway between Dunedin and Port Chalmers, SH88, should plan for short delays – a few minutes extra to the overall journey.  
 

The work in the Roseneath cutting area is part of Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency’s safety improvement project and shared 
cycle path on this section of highway. “This particular piece of work will take around nine weeks through to September,” said Ja-
son Forbes, Senior Project Manager, Waka Kotahi.“We need to build a 200-metre long steel and concrete retaining wall that will 
carry the St Leonards to Port Chalmers section of the shared path through the Roseneath cutting.  

 

 
 

Using your 
woodburner  

Pg  1 
 

Table tennis Pg. 3 

Garden with 
Sally 

Pg. 7 

Trades &  
Services 

Pg  

8& 9 

Port News  Pg. 10 

Board matters Pg. 11 

10 Questions 
with Claire 

Pg. 14 

August @ your 
Library 

Pg. 14 

Whats On Pg. 15 

Dusting Off  Pg. 16 

  This Issue 

The highway has been reduced to one lane and is controlled by traffic lights while this retaining wall 
construction is underway.  
 “People should be aware also that the single lane with traffic lights which are in place 24 hours a day 
for significant parts of this construction. But wherever we can do so safely, we will open both lanes to 
help minimise delays.”  

 

The retaining wall will be built in two stages, says Mr Forbes, with the first stage, taking around nine 
weeks, starting with the installation of steel piles.  
  

Later in the year, concrete panels will be fitted to the retaining wall and material fill placed behind the 
panels.   
 

Work has also begun at Curles Point between St Leonards and Roseneath, which involves accessing 
the rail line and installing rock walls to strengthen this part of the rail corridor to carry a section of the 
new shared path between St Leonards and Port Chalmers. This work is expected to take four weeks, 
subject to weather.  
Most of Curles Point will be closed but wherever possible public access will be retained to part of the 
area. For background on the shared path and safety improvements planned for this highway: https://
www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/sh88-dunedin-to-port-chalmers-safety-improvements/ 
 
 

Plan ahead for a safe, enjoyable journey. Keep up to date with: 
● Traffic updates: journeys.nzta.govt.nz/traffic 
Facebook: facebook.com/NZTAsouthisland 
Twitter Otago/Southland: twitter.com/NZTAOS 
Journey planner: journeys.nzta.govt.nz 
Phone: 0800 4 HIGHWAYS (0800 44 44 49 
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Harbour Physio Matters: Winter and return to 
sports 
 

With the second half of the year starting now, and Term 3 begin-
ning for our school age children so does the return of many 
sports and competitions that have been put on hold.  
 

This is exciting news for not only the physical benefits of sports 
but for many the social aspect too. So how do we return without 
injury? As mentioned in an earlier blog this depends on how we 
have managed our exercise loading (and whether we have been 
able to maintain a regular dose). 
 With some activities and competition leagues the season will be 
shorter with less pre-season focus. We know that any spike in 
activity after a period of absence can lead to an increased injury 
risk and increased risk for more serious injury.  
 

The best way to reduce the risk of injury for this season is to 
ensure that in trainings you are spending a period of time focus-
ing on physical preparation. ACC has some excellent resources 
readily available on their website for both athletes and coaches 
on short warm-ups that include physical preparation for injury 
prevention. There are sport-specific programmes, however all 
have a similar theme so can be adapted for your team or sport.  
 

Please follow the link for more detailed recommendations or get 
in touch with your physiotherapist today (https://www.acc.co.nz/
newsroom/stories/warming-up-gives-you-the-edge-all-season/). 
 

Contact: harbourphysio@gmail.com, 027 631 0476 or 
www.facebook.com/harbourphysio for further information. 
                                                                                Krystal Cameron 
 Real Estate on The Port Line 

 

I can be contacted in a number of ways: mobile number is 
0275 609 819 www.facebook.com/hamishsellshouses or e-
mail Hamish@cutlers.co.nz the office number is 467 7277.  
Have a great month.                                                     Hamish 
                                                                                  
                                                                                              

  

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday 11th August, 6.30pm  

Careys Bay Historic Hotel 
All welcome 
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The Rothesay News  
September 2020 Issue 
COPY DEADLINE  

is the 12th August for the  
September 2020 issue.  

Please make sure you have your 
activities and events with dates, 

times, location and any other  
information,  

in by the deadline.  
 Forward your stories, recipes,  
photos, news and upcoming 

events, or if you have not received 
the Rothesay News to: 

 editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com 

 
OPEN:  
 

Mon-Wed  
8.30am - 3pm 
Thurs & Fri 
 8.30am - late 
Sat 9am - late 
Sun 9am - 8.30pm 
   

 

            Thurs Night 
Pizza night  

 

Buy 1 get another 
half price (same 

or lesser price) 
Dine in  

or takeaway 

   
 

Making a Time Capsule. 
 

I have kept a diary, 
of each lockdown day. 
It'll make fun reading, 
for some along the way. 
 

Also doing a scrapbook, 
paper clippings and the like. 
All the teddies in the windows, 
neat ways help win the fight. 
 

Everyone was wonderful, 
giving a helping hand. 
Shopping and checking on others, 
it worked out something grand! 
 

So thanks to friends and neighbours,  
who made it so much better. 
to all who stepped up to the plate, 
following rules to the letter. 
 

Well done New Zealand! 
 
Pamela Mae 
 

FROM THE CHEF…This recipe comes from The Wild Fennel 
Co located at 23 George Street, Port Chalmers. 
 

Pan Fried salmon in mustard cream sauce 
 

Ingredients: 
2 fillets salmon 
2 cloves crushed garlic                     
1/2 diced white onion 
Handful chopped spinach 
1 tbsp wholegrain mustard 
1 glass white wine 
200ml cream 
Salt for seasoning 
10g Wild Fennel Co. salmon seasoning 
Olive oil 
Sourdough and butter for serving 
 
Remove any bones from your salmon, and rub with the Wild Fen-
nel Co. seasoning. Fry the salmon with a splash of oil on a medium 
heat in a deep frying pan, caramelising on all sides. Once caramel-
ised, place salmon skin side down and add your onions and garlic 
to the pan, and cook until soft. Deglaze the pan with white wine, 
reduce until almost evaporated. Add your cream, bring to the boil. 
Stir in the mustard and simmer for 5-10 minutes. Add chopped 
spinach, allow to wilt. Season with 
salt to taste and serve. Perfect with a 
nice buttered crunchy sourdough for 
dunking.  
 

 

West Harbour Weekly 
Exercise Classes  

 

Steady as You Go in Port 
Chalmers. Falls prevention 
programme for Men and 
Women, simple leg exer-
cises. Port Chalmers Town 
Hall on Wednesdays at 
10:00am, only $3 per class.  

—————————————————————————— 

Yoga @ Port Chalmers 
Town Hall. Monday night 
at 6 - 7.30pm with Kathy 
$10 casual, for information 
phone 021 084 14215, 
kathyharpur@gmail.com 
Yoga4Life Wednesday at 
10.00am with Lisa. Bring a 
yoga mat and a blanket. 
lisa@ocw.co.nz 027 437 0779.  

—————–————–——————————--- 

Steady as you Go - Falls 
prevention programme for 
Men and Women. Wednes-
day 1.30pm at McCurdy - 
Grimman Hall, Driver St 
Long Beach $3. For Info call 
Patsy 482 2518 or Ruth 482 
2283.  
————————————————————— 

Pilates with Hayley Davey .  
Thursday Morning 9.30 - 
10.30am @ the Pioneer Hall.  
For more information contact 
Hayley Davey, 021 183 5352 
hayleybeer@hotmail.com 
__________________________ 

Tai Chi - Fridays @ 10am, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall, 
Chalmers Lounge $3. Any 
queries contact Yvonne on 
472 8487. 

Harbourside Table tennis club 
 

The long awaited interclub season is starting on the 
13 of July. The season has been reduced to 12 games but 
it will be great to finally get to play! Our club has entered 
three teams, two in B grade and one in A Reserve. The 
bigger clubs have struggled to put teams together due to 
the lateness of the season so we’re hoping to be even 
more  competitive than usual. 
We have a new team in B grade made up of Warren, 
Lewis and Milos Hendry.  We won B grade last year and 
would not be a surprise to see our two teams contesting 
the final! 
Club nights continue to be well supported with a keen 
group of 12 regulars. We are looking at a move to the 
Town Hall for our practices as we continue to outgrow the 
space at the rugby clubrooms. 
If you want to be part of the action please come along at 
7.30pm at the Harbour Rugby clubrooms. All gear and 
coaching provided free of charge!                       Ian Landreth 

Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute. 
 

Our 9 July meeting held in the Chalmers room of the Port 
Chalmers Town Hall was attended by eleven members. 
Phyllis Parker read the Golden Threads. Three Birthday 
Box gifts were given out.  
The Motto: If your dreams don’t scare you they are too 
small. The Roll Call gave members the opportunity to 
share the activities that kept them busy over Lockdown. 
Some lovely knitted and crocheted rugs proved the time 
was not wasted, and our two members in rest homes will 
enjoy their warmth. We gathered for a belated 65th birth-
day celebration on Tuesday 14th July. 
 

Competitions: Handcraft; Something made during Lock-
down – 1st. Irene Todd, 2nd Karen Arbuckle. 
Baking; Homemade vegetable stir fry for one - 1st Mary 
Inglis. Garden; Arrangement of weeds in a glass - 1st Iso-
bel Middleton, 2nd Glenys Whipp, 3rd Betty Melville. 
The Annual Competition Cups were presented -  Betty 
Melville gaining first for handcraft and baking and sharing 
the garden cup with Karen Arbuckle. The most points and 
most entries also went to Betty, a great effort.      Mary Inglis 
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Loyal Careys Bay Winter Series 2020 
 
Race    Day           Date            Start 
6           Sunday       2nd August     1300hrs 
7           Sunday       16th August    1230hrs 
8           Sunday       30th August    1200hrs  

Halo Project - Possums! 
At this time of year 
female possums are 
carrying young in their 

pouches. ‘Joeys’ stay on board for at 
least 120 days and are then carried 
around on their mother’s back until they 
reach independence at 6-9 months. 
Juvenile males tend to venture further 
from their mother’s territory, whilst juve-
nile females stay closer to home. Pos-
sums communicate by smell, rubbing 
oils from special glands onto trees. They 
screech, growl and hiss at night commu-
nicating to other possums in the area 
and marking their territory. Now is a 
great time to make sure traps are well-
baited and set! If you know you have a 
possum lurking if your backyard, contact 
us and we’ll set you up with a humane-
kill trap which is safe to use around do-
mestic pets and children.  
 

Trapping Tips 
Possums love a wide variety of scents. 
To make your trap a little more enticing, make a special 
blaze blend and add some scent. Here’s one of our favour-
ite ‘blaze’ recipes. 
 

Possum Blaze – A recipe for success! 
· 4 cups plain white flour 
· 1 cup icing sugar 
· 1 – 2 tsp of scent; mild curry powder / cinnamon or ani-

seed are among their favourites. 
Mix the ingredients and smear under or around your pos-
sum trap. The white flour is a visual attractant; the icing 
sugar is nice and sweet and acts as an adhesive agent 
when wet and the scent lures possums toward the trap. An 
irresistible blend of household ingredients!  
For further possum trapping tips or to host-a-possum 
trap, contact us! info@haloproject.org.nz 022 026 
2115 / 03 395 9753.                               The Halo Project Team  

PHARMACY SNIPPETS - Sore throat 
When your throat starts being scratchy, and it’s sore 
to swallow, then you know that a dreaded sore throat 
is on the way. To add to your woes, suffering from a 

sore throat often comes hand in hand with other conditions 
like the common cold. 
When the throat becomes infected by bacteria or viruses, the 
body’s natural immune response to the infection leads to in-
flammation and pain. 
Unfortunately, antibiotics are not normally effective in treating 
a sore throat because most cases of sore throats are caused 
by viruses. Sometimes antibiotics are recommended to pre-
vent  secondary bacterial infection. 
To help prevent the discomfort of a sore throat, drink plenty 
of water, get lots of rest, eat a well balanced diet filled with 
fruits and vegetables and maintain a healthy mouth by brush-
ing your teeth regularly. 
Patients should visit their local community pharmacy and find 
out what medicines are available for helping with the pain. 
Pain relief may come in the form of tablets, throat gargles, 
throat sprays and lozenges. Products containing ibuprofen 
and aspirin are effective pain relievers and anti-
inflammatories, however, these treatments aren’t safe for 
everybody. Check with  your community pharmacist about 
what medicines are safe for you. Regular paracetamol also 
helps relieve pain and fever. 
 

You should recover from a sore throat within seven days and 
begin to feel better after three days. If you have other medi-
cal conditions such as diabetes, have not recovered after 
seven days, if your young child or baby is sick, if you are un-
able to swallow water or saliva, or if you have neck pain, con-
sult your doctor immediately. 
And remember to chat to your community pharmacist at Port 
Chalmers Pharmacy about making changes to your lifestyle 
or how to boost your immunity if you continually get sore 
throats.                                        The team at Port Chalmers Pharmacy 

A non-toxic chew card 
being mounted on a heavily 
possum marked Mahoe. A 
dusting of blaze sprinkled 
underneath to attract 
possums to chew on the 
card. Photo Halo Project. 
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Pūrākaunui School   
 

 Hi everyone, it has been good to catch our 
breath and enjoy a holiday break after a long and 

unusual term post lockdown. It was nice to be able to get out 
and about normally again as the term progressed and we 
enjoyed a visit to the Orokonui Eco-sanctuary late in the 
term. We learned a lot about the sanctuary building, and 
about how it was cleverly designed with environmental sus-
tainability in mind. Our forest walk was exciting with lots of 
birdlife about, despite the frosty conditions. We also climbed 
Mopanui to enjoy the spectacular views. Mopanui is one of 
two Maunga we see from our school grounds, so it is really 
cool to climb them from time to time.  
 

We also had a visit from our Enviro-school’s facilitator who 
taught us all about recycling in Dunedin. It was very interest-
ing to learn about the various stages and processes involved 
and also what the future plans are from the city council per-
spective. The kids asked lots of great questions.   
 

The term ended with a lovely evening assembly to celebrate 
Matariki. The children put together a fantastic dance telling 
the story of the ‘stolen stars’ of Matariki.  
Thanks to Catherine Schroeder, our dance teacher, for her 
expert guidance and enthusiasm. It was also a beautiful 
starry night which was perfect for our lanterns which we had 
made ourselves. They really looked stunning in the pitch 
black night.  
 

Any queries about Pūrākaunui School please call the office 
on 4821026                                                  Tim Cook, Principal 

 

Our community support project resulted in various donations for 
Hospice. 
Business reports were presented by Secretary Mary and Treas-
urer Maureen, followed by the roll call "Food my Mother made me 
eat" and "Funny Covid Tales" resulting in some hilarious conver-
sations, much containing the words Tripe and Cabbage. 
The evening concluded with the drawing of the raffle and lucky 
cup winners, tea, biscuits, and catch ups.                       June Cross 

Port Chalmers CWI 
On Tues 14 July a warm welcome was extended by Presi-
dent Vivienne to Port Chalmers Country Women's Institute 
members return to regular meetings. Birthday wishes were 
relayed to those who celebrated their special days during 
lockdown. 
A delicious Soup and Savoury spread was followed by some 
spirited quiz games organised by Marilyn. 

Waitati Toastmasters Club 
It has been fantastic to return to our regular Wednesday meet-
ings at Blueskin Bay Library.  The club continues to offer mem-
bers regular practice at speaking to an audience, both for im-
promptu occasions, as well as for prepared speeches or presen-
tations.  Members are working through the Toastmasters educa-
tion programme to learn a variety of speaking and leadership 
skills.  We are already seeing that by regularly taking part in 
meetings, our members’ skills and confidence are increasing. 
 

We also offer online participation which means that anyone who 
doesn’t live near a Toastmasters club can attend our club via the 
meeting link. This came in very handy recently when snow was 
forecast on the hills; our members who live further away attended 
online rather than risk the slippery roads. 
 

We are actively seeking to increase our membership.  If you want 
to improve your speaking skills for that next interview, meeting, 
presentation, or just want to gain some confidence, then come 
and give Toastmasters a go.  You can join us either in person or 
online!     
 

Visitors welcome: meetings 7pm Wednesdays Blueskin Bay Li-
brary or online.  Message us at Facebook @waitatitoastmasters, 
email waitatitoastmasters@gmail.com  
Information about Toastmasters at www.Toastmasters.org 
                                                                                                        Jane Gregory 
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Hand sanitiser: again, not just for pandemics. 
Tissues/toilet paper: the ones that come in pocket packs are 
compact and tough. 
Water bottles: full of water. Large ones (if you can measure 
out 1L with one, even better). 
Water purification tablets: each tablet works on 1L. Outdoor 
shops have these. 
Work gloves: for moving abrasive stuff. I use gardening 
gloves.  
First aid kit: have you done a first aid course? 
 

That’s it for the general emergency stuff, to start with. Ideally, 
each person in your household will have their own bag be-
cause you also need: 
 

Woolly hat and gloves 
Sun hat 
Sun screen 
Rain coat or poncho 
Spare socks 
Extra layers: I pack old polyprops as well as an old wool jer-
sey. No cotton, it’s cold when wet. 
Sturdy shoes: you might not have a spare pair for each per-
son but keep your walking shoes nearby so they’re easy to 
grab when you’re not already wearing them. 
 

Experience from the Christchurch earthquakes also tells us 
that you should make the effort to grab your phone, wallet 
and keys if it’s safe to do so. Don’t forget your essential medi-
cations too, of course. 
 

To summarise, this is a pretty minimal start to your emer-
gency preparation and it shouldn’t be too difficult or expensive 
to assemble. These items are intended for if you have to 
evacuate your house, but many of them are useful if you have 
to shelter in place as well (think power cuts etc). In the up-
coming months we will add to these kits a bit and also think 
more about “bugging in”, which is staying at home, and what 
you might keep at work or in the car. Let’s just take it a step at 
a time and keep things manageable. 
For more information visit https://getready.govt.nz/ 
.                                                                                Elise Allen 

West Harbour Emergency Response Group 
 

Emergency ready 
 

I volunteer my time with the Navy Cadets because I believe in 
helping people learn the skills needed to be resilient, capable 
community leaders. With that in mind, I’m going to produce a 
series of articles over the next few months to help families build 
resilience in the household. Hopefully with the way this year is 
going so far we can all see the benefit of being ready for any-
thing! 
 

This month we will focus on having a few items put together to 
grab if you have to leave your home in a hurry for any reason. 
Emergency kits are something people often have good intentions 
about, but once you try to look into putting one together it can get 
a bit overwhelming trawling through all the advice or looking at 
expensive ready-made kits that contain some poor-quality items 
that won’t help if they break under normal use. To that end, we 
will start small with just some core items to gather and build 
gradually from there. 
 

Before even thinking about an emergency kit, please put down 
this article for a minute and check your smoke alarms… ok, all 
smoke alarms tested and less than 10 years old? Carry on read-
ing. 
 

To get started, find an old school-bag or even just a solid shop-
ping bag to keep things in. You can upgrade to a flash “bugout 
bag” later if you like! Here are the first items to stash: 
 

Torch: one that runs on standard batteries rather than anything 
rechargeable. Also pack spare batteries!  
Pocket knife: don’t skimp on this. A Victorinox Swiss Army Knife 
is your best bet in terms of value for money, reliability and useful 
tools. I use the Tinker model as it’s not too big or fancy. 
Radio: small battery powered. Perhaps get a torch and radio that 
both use AA size. 
Face masks: not just for pandemics. Get some that are good for 
very fine silica dust (N95).  
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Order Form 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………. 

Address: 
………………………………………………………………………...  

…………………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode: …………... 

Phone:……………………………………... 

Mobile ……………………………………… 

No of copies…….@ $34.95 per book + postage (1 
copy). 

Internet banking: 11 8427 0421556 11 

Postage within NZ approx Standard $4.40   
International Air Mail: Australia $12.00, England & 
USA  $24.00 
 

TOTAL  $................................ 

Please pay by internet banking or cheque to: ‘The Rothe-
say News’ and send with the order form to: The Treas-
urer, Rothesay News, 17 Grey St, Port Chalmers, Dune-
din, 9023, New Zealand.     

If receipt required please tick                                  

Here’s a great present - 
 

‘Dusting Off … West Harbour, the First 150 Years’ 
 

The Rothesay News committee has republished this 
historical book which beautifully captures glimpses of 
the first 150 years of West Harbour life (in pictorial 
and written form).  

The book can be purchased directly for $39.95 plus 
postage, by completing the form below. It is also avail-
able from these Port Chalmers retailers: Digiart, and 
Port Chalmers Maritime Museum.  

 

GARDENING WITH SALLY 
 

Hello from the Team at Blueskin.  
Thank you all very much for your support over the last few 
months. We have really appreciated your support and look 
forward to a good season ahead of us in the garden.  
 

1. Prune roses and fruit trees – Spray with Copper and an 
Oil. This is a preventative measure. Copper for peach curl, 
black spot, and shot hole and the oil for scale, mites and 
aphids. This needs to be done before they come into leaf. 
And any other deciduous trees at the same time. Remember 
when you are pruning, dig in some animal manure or com-
post to give them a boost.  
 

2. Asparagus Crowns- Compost, manure and seaweed 
are a fantastic combination for preparing an asparagus bed. 
We have just received a shipment of the popular Jersey 
Giant variety which come in a pack of 5 crowns.  
 

3. Dahlia tubers are now in store. I just love Dahlias for 
cutting and their long flowering season. Dahlias are gross 
feeders so when planting they require a good dose of or-
ganic matter followed up with liquid feeding throughout the 
season. We have about 35 different varieties available.  
 

4. Christmas Spuds - Time to sprout for new potatoes for 
Christmas dinner.  Put your spuds in a dark and warm spot 
to sprout the spuds before planting them out in mid Septem-
ber. Jersey Benne is a favourite. Other early varieties in-
clude Rocket, Swift, Cliff Kidney and Liseta. 
 

If we can be of any assistance to you with your winter gar-
dening questions please don’t hesitate to give us a ring or 
call in. We are more than happy to help you make your gar-
den a success.  
Blueskin Nurseries & Café, 2 Harvey Street Waitati. Open 7 
days year round from 8.30am. Phone 03 4822828 email 
sally@blueskinnurseries.co.nz                               Sally Brown 

West Harbour Bowling Club 
 

We would love to invite any Ravensbourne and  West  
Harbour people to feel free to come down to the Bowling 
Club on a Monday and Friday nights at 4.30 for drinks,   
nibbles and a friendly local chat. 
Just a nice time to catch up on what’s happing in our area. 
Lovely and warm. If interested and haven’t got transport feel 
free to contact me 
Win Marshall 
0277770917 
4712200 

Changes to Kerbside Recycling 
 

Dunedin City Council have announced changes to which 
plastics can now be collected but will continue to collect 
cans, aluminum, paper, cardboard and type 1, 2 and 5 plas-
tics in the yellow-lidded bin. Glass bottles will still be col-
lected in the blue recycling bin. 
 

A reduction in recycling markets and a bid to improve the 
quality of recycling coming through has prompted the Dune-
din City Council to change what it will collect in it’s yellow-
lidded bins.  
 

It will no longer collect types 3,4,6 or 7 plastics, which are 
difficult to recycle, along with lids, caps and spray triggers 
which contaminate other recyclables such as paper and 
cardboard 
 

Soft plastics, such as plastic bags and "sleeves" on rigid 
containers need to be removed, and expanded polystyrene 
that is often used for packaging will no longer be col-
lected. So make sure you check the plastic items you buy 
to see what number is in the little triangle and whether it 
can be recycled or not. Random audits of bins will continue. 
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Trade & Services Directory 

47 George Street  
Port Chalmers Ph: 472 8026  

 

General Practice 
 

 Welcoming new patients 
Under 14yr old free for enrolled patients 

GOLD & SILVER 
 

I buy any gold and silver, 
in any form. Unwanted or  
broken jewellery, chains 
and watches, coins and 

bars etc. 
 

Local buyer, fair 
prices.  

 

Phone: Alexander  
027 367 8863 

HARBOUR  HEALTH  PORT CHALMERS LTD 

Port to Port Cruises  
& Wildlife Tours 

 

When we return… 
● Ferry to Portobello 
● Cycle Ferry to  
 Dunedin 
● Private family mini 
tours 
02041624250 

www.porttoport.co.nz 

9am – 5pm 



 

                          
                                 

     Trade & Services Directory 

HAFSLUND  
 UPHOLSTERY 

 

Antique Specialist 
 

Recovery and Repairs on all household                      
and office furniture 

   62 George St, Port Chalmers 

Free  quotes Ph: 472 8554  
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Affordable Accounting Services 
 

- Small business set up 
- Annual accounts 
- Taxation advice 

- GST returns 
- Migrant tax issues – UK 

 
P (03) 471 0767  M 027 338 8307 
E phillip@cowleyaccounting.co.nz 

Phillip Cowley 
Chartered Accountant 

TJ’s Flooring 
Todd & Matt Donovan 

 
Your local floor Specialists 

Carpet Tiles, Cork, Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 
 

All floor 
preparation 

 

Polished 
floors a  

specialty                      
(see Pioneer Hall) 

 

 
 

38 Grey St, Port Chalmers 
 

Todd 0276 477583 or Matt 0275 309945 

Open late night Thursday  &  Open Saturday morning 
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 BOARD MATTERS 

 West Harbour Community Board: Extracts from the minutes of 
the meeting held 24th June 2020. 
 

Tribute to Mrs Kath Munro 
The Chalmers Community Board acknowledged the passing of Mrs 
Kath Munro, former Deputy Mayor of Port Chalmers and Chairper-
son of the Port Chalmers Community board with a minutes silence. 
Mrs Tucker spoke on Mrs Monro's achievements throughout her life 
and the contribution she made to Port Chalmers and the wider 
community. 
 

Public Forum  
Blueskin Resilient Community Trust 
Camilla Cox and Scott Willis spoke to the funding application from 
the Blueskin Resilient Community Trust.  They advised that the 
Trust is undertaking the Mihiwaka Walking Track which will link the 
existing walking tracts to create a city to sea walking link from 
Dunedin to Waitati and Purakaunui over the Mihiwaka.   
Ms Cox and Mr Willis responded to questions regarding the mainte-
nance of the track and also the finishing point, which is proposed 
as Blueskin Road. 
 

Pioneer Opportunities Trust 
The Chairperson withdrew from this presentation.  
Mr Jack Austin spoke to the funding application from the Pioneer 
Opportunities Trust for assistance with the operational expenses of 
the Pioneer Hall.  He advised that they had lost income as a result 
of the lock down and Covid-19 and operational expenses have con-
tinued.  
 

Kathryn Van Beek 
Ms Kathryn van Beek was in attendance to speak to her funding 
application for assistance with the publication of a children’s book, 
which has been developed with the children from Port Chalmers 
School. 
 
Project Fund Applications 
Consideration was given to the following funding applications: 
a  Kathryn van Beek for $1,000.00 of funding towards the publish-

ing of a book. Application declined.  
 
b  Blueskin Resilient Communities Trust for $2,864.40 of funding 

towards the development of the Mihiwaka Walking Track. 
 Cr Steve Walker withdrew from discussion on the Blueskin Resil-

ient Communities Trust application. Application declined. 
 
c The Pioneer Opportunities and Resources Trust for $1,000.00 

towards the running of the Pioneer Hall. The Chairperson 
Francisca Griffin withdrew from discussion on the Pioneer Oppor-
tunities and Resources Trust application.  Application declined. 

 
d The West Harbour Arts Charitable Trust for $500.00 towards the 

art programmes in schools and pre-schools in the West Harbour 
Area. Application accepted. 

 
e The Sawyers Bay Playcentre for $1,177.00 to purchase heaters 
for the playcentre. Application approved for $748.00. 
 
Board Representation and areas of responsibility. 
Port Environment Liaison Committee 
Jacque Ruston provided an update on the activites of the Port Envi-
ronment Liaison Committee. 
 
Ravensdown Community Liaison Group 
Trevor Johnson advised that a meeting has not been held. 
 
West Harbour Beautification Trust 
It was agreed that this item be removed from this section as the 
trust is not active at the moment. 
 
Policing Issues 
Jan Tucker advised that the station had been staffed during the 

Lockdown period. 
 
Vision Port Chalmers 
Jan Tucker advised that a meeting was being held the fol-
lowing week. 
 
Access Radio 
Francisca Griffin advised she had been continuing to host 
the radio show every month.  
 
Social Media and Communication 
Francisca Griffin advised the Facebook page had worked 
well during the lockdown. 
 
Community Awards 
Ange McErlane tabled a paper regarding the Community 
awards and proposals on how it would run in the future. 
Members supported the concept proposed. It was agreed 
that a budget for the awards would be presented at the next 
meeting. 
 
Albertson Avenue Beautification Project 
Francisca Griffin commented that the Council had advised 
that there was no funding available for the ongoing mainte-
nance of the area. She suggested that it becomes an on 
going project for the West Harbour Beautification Trust. 
 
Keep Dunedin Beautiful 
Consideration was given to the paper from Duncan Eddy on 
advocacy for stormwater drain filtering to catch litter, instal-
lation of public ashtrays in key spots in Port Chalmers and 
litter monitoring on local beaches. Following discussion it 
was that the Board:  
a) Advocate for the installation of stormwater drain filtering 
b) Support the litter monitoring of beaches on both sides of 

Otago Harbour 
c) Allocate $670.00 (incl GST) for the purchase of 6 

stainless steel ashtrays. Motion carried  
 
Governance Support Officers Report 
In a report the Governance Support Officer updated the 
board on matters of interest including the project fund, up-
date for Parks and Recreation, the Rothesay News advert 
and other updates and actions. Ange McErlane withdrew 
from the Rothesay News discussion. 
 
Chairpersons Report 
The Chairperson provided an update on matters of interest, 
including a letter of support for Iona Church, appointment of 
two representatives from Flagstaff to the Port Noise Liaison 
Committee, the speed review for George Street which is 
going to 40km/h, an update on the Terra Nova Scout Hall 
issues, the Time Ball update and the fact that Port Otago 
have installed webcams at the fishing jetty and that ship 
crews were not being allowed off at this time. 
 
Council Activities 
Cr Walker provided an update on matters of interest includ-
ing Annual Plan deliberations. He expressed his apprecia-
tion for the work that council staff had done during the 
Lockdown and in particular the governance Support Team, 
to ensure that meetings were held during lockdown. 
 
It was noted that the Chief Executive Officer was leaving 
council and it was agreed to write a letter of appreciation for 
her amazing work over the last 10 years. 
 
 
 



 

12                                                                    The Rothesay News                                                      August 2020 

Healthy Water Catchments  
 

Over the last two years, we’ve been working 
with landowners to develop forest restoration plans, make grant 
applications and coordinate work on the ground. We’ve also been 
working with seven local schools, helping students assess the 
health of their catchment’s freshwater, the critters that live within, 
and to understand how catchment hydrology functions. 
 

In June, the opportunity arose to apply for funding for riparian res-
toration from the Ministry for Primary Industries Te Uru Rākau For-
estry New Zealand.  
 

We made an application to support the next three years’ work to:  
1) Increase the extent of riparian and wetland planting;  
2) Improve water quality;  
3) Provide educational and engagement opportunities for commu-
nities in relation to water quality in local streams;  
4) Help landowners achieve their legal requirements; and  
5) Create conservation jobs for local people. 
 

To achieve these outcomes, the Halo Project is working closely 
with several groups including East Otago Catchment Group, Kāti 
Huirapa Runaka ti Puketeraki, Otago Regional Council and various 
other Non Government Organisation’s and community groups. 
 

We have recently been advised that we have been successful with 
this funding, and we need to get going! Hence, we are keen to 
hear from landowners from Whareakeake (Murdering Beach) to 
Shag River who would like to protect wetlands and riparian mar-
gins through planting and fencing. We will be developing a prioriti-
sation process to ensure that these funds achieve the most effec-
tive environmental outcomes.    
 

Please contact us for more information: james@haloproject.org.nz 
or phone 022 424 8459. Subscribe to our quarterly newsletter for 
news about this and our other projects www.haloproject.org.nz 
                                                                                  THE HALO PROJECT TEAM 

Aramoana League 
March to June was certainly different wasn’t it! Those lucky 
enough to spend isolation in our village would really know 
how fortunate we are to live here. The weather played its 
part, beautiful sunrises, amazing beach walks and friendly 
neighbours (at a distance of course). To see strange vehi-
cles or people was odd, once restrictions eased,  
 

Predator Free Halo Project: Earlier this year, the Halo Pro-
ject held a community engagement session in Aramoana 
giving information about their pest control project and offer-
ing host-a-backyard possum traps and subsidised rat traps. 
The uptake was really positive with 33 backyard rat and 
possum traps installed and another 22 possum and stoat 
traps installed in the local reserves.   
 

Pest Catches in Aramoana Feb 2020 – 30 June 2020*The 
total number of pests caught have been recorded on Halo 
Project’s online database only, there may be many more! 
Since the beginning of February there have been 163 pests 
removed from Aramoana, Te Ngaru and Waipuna Bay which 
is due to the huge effort of residents and volunteers check-
ing the trap lines; Possums 51, Rats 36, Mice 72, Stoats 4. 
The next phase of the project was the roll-out of over a hun-
dred stoat traps across Heyward Point along Aramoana Rd, 
around the Spit and across Big Beach. This project is not 
quite complete but forms part of the larger scale network of 
traps spanning across the entire West Harbour. Thanks to 
all those contributing to a Predator Free Aramoana! 
 

Shelly Beach Dune Restoration: Over 200 natives have 
been planted in the sand dunes at the Mole end of Shelly 
Beach since the start of the year. Warren and Vicki Wilson 
have another 200 bagged plants which will be planted fur-
ther eastward, they also have more than 500 seedlings that 
need to be bagged up from seed trays, a good winter project 
if you’ve got a couple of hours to spare. Contact Warren and 
Vicki, phone 03 472 8330 or email: waipuna689@gmail.com 
 

 
                                                                 

 

Aramoana League Continued on page 13 
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Backyard Medicine  
 August -  winter skin care. You probably know 
that your skin can be especially dry in the winter, 

due to heating, and actually the cold as well. Well, if you 
think about a fridge - if you leave food uncovered in your 
fridge, it dries out. So, how to keep your skin in tip top condi-
tion? 
First, and most importantly, water! You need to drink plenty 
of water, more than you think you need, because of the 
above reasons. If you don’t cope with it straight out of the 
tap, make it a little warm in the jug first, this will also make it 
easier to digest. This is because you need to bring cool or 
cold water up to body temperature before you can digest it.  
Second - eat the colours - fill your plate with green, red, 
yellow, and don’t forget those essential fatty acids. 
Add a body polish routine to your shower once or twice 
weekly. Easy as to make -  1 cup raw or white sugar, or a 
combination, about a tablespoon of extra virgin olive oil, and 
if you like, some essential oils - up to 15 drops per cup of 
sugar. Geranium, Lavender, Cedarwood, Bergamot, Ylang 
Ylang (1 or 2 drops only!), Petitgrain, Rosewood…there are 
plenty to choose from, just don’t exceed 15 drops in total. 
This will last you a month. 
  
Change up your moisturiser for one that is a bit richer, and 
alternate it with your regular one. A soak is always wonder-
ful - you can easily make your own -allow for 30 ml per bath 
use a light oil, like Apricot Kernel or Sweet Almond, and add 
20% of Castor Oil, this will disperse the oil. Any of the above 
oils are great, but only 8 drops per bath. 
                                   Francisca Griffin, Naturopath    
                                        

 

Pioneer Hall 
 

There are so many things happening at the Hall 
these days! Yoga on Monday nights and Thursday 
mornings, Pilates on a Tuesday night, and after- 

school yoga after school on Fridays. Plus there are dance events, 
band practices, private parties and gigs coming up. 
 

TS Nimrod  
The sea cadets are the latest group recently returned to the Hall, 
on Thursday nights from 1845. Welcome back y’all. 
 

Food Share 
I know a lot of our community members are interested to know if 
we will be able to resume offering this service; in short we’re not 
sure yet. 
There was significant disruption to the service over the course of 
the Covid shutdown, and as with most everything, a re-
examination of how this service operates and its sustained viabil-
ity moving forward.  
The Hall would certainly like to be able to offer this to those that 
need, and as soon as we know something, we’ll let you all know 
as well; in the mean time we’ll try to keep in touch on facebook, 
and also if we have your cellphone number and the service is on, 
we’ll endeavour to let you know. 
 

Available for hire! 
If you want to hire the hall, or just to find out more please call or 
text anytime on 022 369 6807, email the hall at pcpioneer-
hall@gmail.com, or contact the facebook page.       Chris Armstrong 

Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua 
 

Kia ora koutou     
 In early July we farewelled Dries Van den Broeck 
and his whanau after nearly two-and-a-half years, 

and welcomed Meghan Hughes and her whanau, our ‘new’ 
island Keeper.  
 

We have enjoyed visits from Otago Girls High School inter-
national students and students from Unicrew who helped 
with weed control and planting native seedlings, as well as 
groups enjoying a day visit or few nights stay in the Lodge.  
 

We celebrated the 90th birthday of long-time Community 
member, Lyndall Hancock, who has been involved since the 
1960’s and continues to join our Open Days. Lyndall wrote 
the book “Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua- A Short His-
tory”, and has contributed so much, is an abundant source of 
historical knowledge, and is an inspiration. 
 

For our next Community Open Day, or for Volunteer Op-
portunities see our website quarantineisland@org.nz or 
join our Facebook page Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua 
Community  for updates and details of events.  

T S. Nimrod Navy Cadets  
 

At the time of writing it is the holidays 
before Term 3, and we have just had Able Cadet Harvey 

Mullins arrive back from Junior Non-Commissioned Officers 
Course. Here are a few words from him- 
 

“Kia Ora. Over the last week I attended a leadership course up at 
Burnham Military camp. Throughout the course my fellow stu-
dents and I experienced many aspects of military life, including 
inspections (these sucked because the inspectors always found 
dust no matter how hard you dusted), marching and strict tim-
ings. Together with certain tests to do with leadership such as 
GSMEAC (a type of briefing structure) and drill instruction, the 
course gave me the ability to be promoted and go up one rung in 
the rank ladder at my unit. Over the past week I have had so 
many good laughs and made heaps of friends.” 
 

We are very much looking forward to finally parading together in 
real life next term. As it is still winter, we will be parading at the 
Pioneer Hall, so expect to find us there on a Thursday night. Our 
first night back we are holding a Captains Table, where we wear 
our full blues (a rather fancy uniform), and hold promotions.  
 

This term we are also hoping to start filling in any gaps in our 
knowledge, especially around navigation, first aid, and sailing 
theory. Contact us: ts.nimrod@cadetforces.org.nz or  
Facebook @tsnimrod                                  Petty Officer Olivia Goldsmith 

Winter Composting: the heat is in the centre of the pile! 

If you’d like to get involved, arrange a visit or stay on the island, 
for a school ‘camp’, or workshop venue, you can contact the 
Keeper on 03-478-0874 or email quarantineisland@gmail.com     
                                                                     Claire Hagglund 

 
 

Long Mac Groyne & Shelly Beach: Port Otago have completed 
their yearly survey with results that will be available late Septem-
ber 2020. The New Era dredge year in the Shelly Beach disposal 
ground, Port Otago has approval to dump 50,000m3 per annum.  
 

DOC: We have been working with DOC towards a Community 
Agreement regarding coastal vegetation restoration and trapping. 
We have been in long negotiations with DOC about getting a 
permanent toilet at the Pari St (Big Beach) car park, we are inter-
ested to see how far they have advanced in their planning for this 
facility. To date, we have not seen any progress from the DCC 
towards a permanent toilet at Shelly Beach.                  Vicki Wilson 

Aramoana League Continued from page 12 
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Each month we 
ask a West Har-
bour personality 
to answer the 
same ten ques-
tions.  
 

This month is 
Claire Hagglund. 
Claire was born 
in South Africa 
but grew up in 
London from the 
age of 3 years, 
where after  
finishing school 
she studied Nursing at St Mary’s Hospital in Paddington, London 
before heading overseas to Southern Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand.  
Claire tells the Rothesay News she never made it to South-East 
Asia as she fell in love with New Zealand. 
 

Claire moved to New Zealand (Stewart Island in fact) in Septem-
ber 2000, later moving to Dunedin in January 2001, commuting 
between the two places for around a year before basing herself 
in Dunedin. Claire has lived in Port Chalmers for 12 years with 
her partner Leonard and works as a Registered Nurse in Paediat-
rics at Dunedin Hospital four days a week.  
 

Claire feels Port is a great place to live and recharge, she likes 
the slower pace, the quiet and the short commute to the city. 
Claire enjoys gardening, bird-watching, cooking, walking and 
spending days on Quarantine Island and overseas travel.  
 

Claire practices Zen meditation with the Dunedin Zen group who 
hold their annual 7-day extended meditation “retreat” on Quaran-
tine Island/Kamau Taurua which is how Claire and her partner 
became involved with the Island Community of which she is the 
current secretary. 
 . 

Q. If you had the chance which three people (dead or alive) 
would you invite for dinner? 
A. 14th Dalai Lama, Mahatma Ghandi, Malala Yousafzai. 
 

Q. What are your three favourite movies? 
A. Rear Window, Cinema Paradiso, My Neighbour Totoro.   

Q. What was your first car and if money was no object what car 
would you like to buy? 
A.Ford Laser, the latest eco/alternative fuel vehicle. 
.  

Q. If you were to face the guillotine in the morning, what would 
you choose as your last meal? 
A.A shojin ryori feast (Japanese Zen Buddhist cuisine). 
. 

Q. Which three countries would you most like to visit? 
A.Sweden, South Korea, Bhutan. 
.  

Q. When you were at school can you remember what you first 
wanted to be when you grew up? 
A. A Nurse. 
   

Q. What do you think is the most useful invention of all time? 
A. The personal computer (PC). 
 

Q. What is the best book you have read? 
A. John Keats The Complete Poems. 

 

Q. If you had a time machine where in the past or future would 
you go? 
A. Back in time before humans arrived in New Zealand when 
there were Moa, Haast eagle, Forbes harrier, Huia, South Island 
Kokako, Laughing owl, Adzebill et al. 
.  

Q. If you had to spend one month on a desert island name three 
things you would take along?  
A. Matches, a knife and a large supply of dark chocolate.                            
                                                               Ange McErlane 
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                            
           
                                     

10 Questions…with Claire Hagglund ► 

 

@Port Library & Service Centre 
 

 2020 Vision: All Ages Poetry Competition  
Dunedin Public Libraries in partnership with the Otago-
Southland branch of the New Zealand Society of Authors 
invite you to celebrate National Poetry Day by creating poetry 
in 500 words or less.  The competition is open to all residents 
of Otago-Southland and entries will be allocated to one of 
three categories: 
1. Primary school aged children 
2. Intermediate/high-school aged young people 
3. Adults over the age of 18  
 

You can write about anything, or opt for one of our suggested 
themes under the following categories:  
 

1. Open category – choose your own subject 
2. The Invisible 
3. If… 
4. A poem using all of these words in any order: matchstick, 
luck, slack, trick. The winning entries in each age group (1st, 
2nd, 3rd, highly-commended) will be published in Dunedin 
Public Libraries’ e-magazine NB and on the Dunedin Public 
Libraries' website. The competition will be judged by poets 
Fiona Farrell, Emma Neale and Kirstie McKinnon.  
 

The prizegiving for the children's category will be held from 
5pm on Friday 21st August. The prizegiving for teens and 
adults will be held during the Ten Perspectives poetry event 
from 6.30pm on Friday 21st August.  
 

Both events will take place in the Dunningham Suite at Dune-
din City Library, and winners will be invited to read their po-
ems to the respective audiences.  
 

For full terms and conditions and to enter online at  
www.dunedinlibraries.govt.nz/whats-on/competitions  
or pick up an entry form from your local library and post your 
entry to:  

2020 Vision Competition 
c/o Kay Mercer, Dunedin Public Libraries 
PO Box 5542, Dunedin 9054 
 

CLOSING DATE: Monday 10 August 2020 
 

Other Library Services 
Justice of the Peace -  Port Chalmers Library every Mon-
day morning from 10am - 12pm. 
 

Remember you can register your dog at the library and collect 
your free compostable dog poo bags as well as pay DCC 
accounts, buy blue recycle bins and DCC rubbish bags.                                                       
                         Ainslie and the Team at Port Chalmers Library 
                                 
 

St Leonards School 
On Friday 19 June, we had our annual community Matariki 
Lantern parade in conjunction with St Leonards Playcentre. 
The children had a wonderful time creating lanterns and our 
illuminated school playground was pretty magical this year 
with a special light show, designed and erected by the senior 
children. The UV lighting lit up their work beautifully.! We pa-
raded to the playcentre for waiata and some well-deserved 
hot drinks. A lovely night was had by all! Check out the pic-
tures on Facebook. 
Things are changing at St Leonards School with Mana-
before and after school care, having moved into our lovely 
old school building. Now children from many different schools 
are utilising our fantastic playground.    
As a green gold Enviroschool, we are aware of the need to 
conserve energy where we can. With this in mind, we are 
currently upgrading our classroom lights with LEDs, have 
replaced our heat pumps with new energy efficient ones and 
in the holidays, the classrooms got new carpet and some new 
double glazed windows. 
Our school bees have been very productive this year, with 
15kg of honey produced, the sales of which will ensure that 
they become a sustainable resource.           Jo Wilson, Principal 



 

                           

 
 

 
      

                          August 2020                    P U B L I C  N O T I C E S  &  C L A S S I F I E D         15 

The Rothesay News community newspaper is published by The Rothesay News Inc, 47 
Wickliffe Terrace, Port Chalmers. Printer: Digiart & Design Ltd, 19 George Street, Port 
Chalmers. Printed for August 2020. Circulation 2,540, Ravensbourne to Aramoana. Copy 
deadline 12th of the month prior. Copy should be submitted as a virus-free emailed text 
document. Images should be greyscale with a minimum of 300 dpi in jpg format. Community 
News articles should be 100-250 words, and may be abridged at the editor’s discretion. Any 
notices not submitted as paid advertisements are subject to space availability. Preference is 
given to news of interest to the wider community, and promoting future events. Photos to be 
captioned and named. Contributions to have a contact name and phone number. The views 
and opinions expressed by contributors and  correspondents in printed articles, are not 
necessarily shared by the editor, or any member of the Rothesay News Committee. 

 

 FOR FUNCTION HIRE  
Port Chalmers Town Hall  

Complex.   
Weddings-Functions-

Meetings 
 

For any enquiries contact  
the Custodian   

 425 9821 or 021 222 8878 

Column sponsored by the  
West Harbour Community Board 

INFORMATION 

 

West Harbour  
Community Board   

 12 August 2020 
 

Meetings commence at 5.30pm and 
are held in the Rolfe Meeting Room, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall and Service 
Centre. If you have issues that you 
would like to raise at the Boards public 
forum, please phone Jennifer Lapham  
474 3363. 

 
 
 

. 
 

 
 

 

 

Editor:Ange McErlane: editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com, 472 7873, 
0274 380 601. Story Ideas/suggestions: The editor.  
Accounts & Subscriptions:  Nola Broere 472 8907.     

West Harbour Commu-
nity Board 

 

 
 

Duncan Eddy 
021 174 0400 

duncaneddy@yahoo.com 
 

Francisca Griffin 
472 8483 or 027 483 4707 

 
Trevor Johnson 

471 0632 or 027 284 8611 
 
 

 
Ange McErlane 

4727 873 or 027 4380 601 
 

 
Jacque Ruston 
027 247 9090 

 
Jan Tucker QSM 

472 7463 or 021 140 8890 
 

 ISSN 1171-0950 

Masthead  
Photo 

Otago Harbour from 
Port Flagstaff 2010 

By 
Mary Vaccaro-Weston 

 

Port Chalmers  
Library & Service Centre  

Ground floor  
Town Hall,  

Beach Street.  
Ph. 474 3690 

Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 

9.30am - 5.30pm 
Thursday  

9.30am - 8.00pm 
Saturday 

11.00am - 2.00pm 
 

Service Centre hours: 

 

.  Important message from 
United Church of Port Chalmers                            

 

West Harbour  
Community Board 

 

 
 

Francisca Griffin 
Chairperson 

4728483 or 0274834707 
 

Trevor Johnson 
Deputy Chairperson 

4710632 or 0272848611 
 

Steve Walker 
Councillor 

0278505603 
 

Duncan Eddy 
0211740400 

duncaneddy@yahoo.com 
 

Ange McErlane 
4727873 or 0274380601 

 

 
Jacque Ruston 
027 247 9090 

 
 

Jan Tucker QSM 
472 7463  

 

 
 

For information on 
COVID-19  

(Novel Coronavirus) 
 

 

www.covid19.govt.nz 
 

 

Otago COVID-19  
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What’s on this month on the West Harbour …       
- Pea Sea Art Exhibition: AUGUST 2-22nd): WAYNE SEYB open-
ing Sunday 2nd, 5-7pm 
 

- Justice of the Peace -  Port Chalmers Library every Monday 
morning from 10am - 12pm. 
 

- VISION PORT CHALMERS AGM - 11th August, 6.30pm at 
Careys Bay Historic Hotel. All welcome 
 

-  Euchre is played at the Port Chalmers Bowling Club every Monday 
at 1.00 pm. The cost is $3.00. Everyone welcome. For info 472-
8755. 
 

- Ravensbourne Play Group meets at Ravensbourne School 
every Monday and Wednesday 9am -12pm during school terms.  
Contact 4710410 for more info. 
 

-  Harbourside Table Tennis Club - 7.30pm Thursday nights, Cost 
$3, Coaching and gear provided, at Harbour Rugby Club, Albertson 
Ave. 
 

 - Toy Library, open Saturdays 2-4pm, look out for the yellow sign 
on Ravensbourne Road. 
 

- West Harbour Ukuleles: Most Sunday mornings at the Pioneer 
Hall,11.00.am. Check Facebook, ‘West Harbour Ukuleles’ or call/txt 
Greg Hings for more information, 021 962 396.  
 

- Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute meet in the Chalmers Lounge 
upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall on the second Thursday of 
each month at 1.30pm. For information contact Irene Todd 472 7163. 
 

- Port Chalmers Women’s Institute: meets in the Chalmers Lounge 
upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30pm. For information contact Mary Fahey 472 
8370. 
 

- United Church of Port Chalmers: August Sunday Services  2nd, 
9th, 16th and 23rd August 10am at Emmanuel Church, Sawyers 
Bay. On the 30th at Holy Trinity Port Chalmers at 10am. 
 

- Holy Trinity Port Chalmers, Main Service - 10am, Sunday mid-
week Service - 10am, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays Family Service - 10am, 
1st Sunday of the month. 
 

- St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 38 Magnetic St, Port Chalmers. Mass 
5pm Saturday, Wednesday 11.30am.  
 

 - All Fibre Handcrafts e.g. knitting, crochet, patchwork, embroidery, 
spinning. Emmanuel Church Hall, Sawyers Bay, Monday 10th & 24th 
August, come at 11am or 1.30pm. For info contact 472 8487. 
 

-- Music & Movement: Rolfe Room, next to the Library, Tuesdays 
during school terms, 10.45am. 
 

-  Bookshare @ Port Chalmers Library: First Wednesday of the 
month at 11.00am. 
 

- Sawyers Bay Garden Club - Meets at Emmanuel Church Hall, 
Sawyers Bay, on the 3rd Tuesday September - March at 7.15pm and 
the third Saturday of the month April - August at 1.45pm. For infor-
mation contact Secretary Karlina Jackson 472 8510.  
 

- Senior Citizens meet each Tuesday at 1.00pm in the Chalmers 
Lounge upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall. For information 
contact Dorothy Allum 472 7712.  
 

- Port Chalmers Maritime Museum: normal hours: Monday to Fri-
day 10am-3pm, Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays 1.00 - 4.00 p.m. 
Also open by special appointment.  Enquires 472 8233. 
 

- Blueskin Market:  2nd August, (First Sunday of the month), 11 
to 1. local arts, crafts, produce, and more! Gallery on Blueskin at 
Waitati. Free stalls available.  
 

-  Port Chalmers Community Market: 16th August (every third 
Sunday of the month), 10am-1.30pm, George St, opp 4Square. 
Organic produce, local food, craft, music and lots more. 
 



 

    

                          

 

The Rothesay News is very dependent on the revenue generated by the adverts within our pages. Please endeavour whenever you can to support 
all the businesses that advertise with us and try to let them know that you saw their advert when you next visit their premises. 
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 Lockdown on Macquarie Island 
 

The lockdown in New Zealand to stop the spread of the Covid 19 virus is now just a memory. It affected many people in different 
ways and will remain a talking point for many years to come. In 1877 a number of seamen from Port Chalmers faced a lockdown 
with a difference when their Port Chalmers schooner Bencleugh was wrecked off Macquarie Island in sub Antarctic waters.  
The Bencleugh was a top sail schooner of sixty six tons built by Sutherland and Co. at Port Chalmers in 1872. The vessel was 
owned by the enterprising Thomson Brothers of Port Chalmers. Andrew and John Thomson were ship chandlers, ship owners 
and storekeepers and worked out of their store in George Street. The brothers also had a hand in many other operations such as 
stone quarrying, building, fish curing, gasworks, freezing works, sealing and whaling. Their interests in shipping were extensive 
and from 1870’s onwards they owned or partly owned a number of vessels such as, Redcliff, Edinburgh, Andrew and Othello. 
Their vessel Bencleugh, along with their other vessel Friendship were employed in the sealing trade in the sub-Antarctic waters 
around Macquarie Island. 
 

The Bencleugh under the command of Captain H. D. Bezer left Port Chalmers on the 10th of July 1877 for Macquarie Island. The 
island came in to view on the 27th but due to furious gales, snow and fog the vessel was driven away from the island several 
times. It was on the 5th of August a terrific south east gale had driven the vessel ashore where it soon became a total wreck. 
Part owner John Thomson along with the captain and a crew of seventeen others found themselves now as castaways, lockdown 
on remote Macquarie Island until rescue. The castaways frozen and wet had managed to reach the two wooden sealers huts 
ashore. Though in poor condition it was shelter and with some provisions salvaged from the wreck, survival was possible until the 
vessel Friendship arrived.  
 

The men made the best of the lockdown, a stove was made out of a five 
gallon drum, a meat tin converted to an oil lamp, and a broken shovel 
used for cooking scones. Meat meals of sea elephant tongues and steaks, 
penguin liver and kidney stew were common. Some of the men lost their 
boots during the hurried exit from the doomed schooner and fashioned 
moccasins from sea leopard skins. Supplies of tobacco were salvaged 
and smoked using back teeth of young sea elephants for the pipe bowl 
and quills of albatross feathers as the stem. The spirits of the men in lock-
down together remained high, it was reported that ‘there was little fighting 
or quarrelling’. 
 

The wreck during the storm resulted in the death of chief harpooner Henry 
Whalley who was knocked down in the storm and had his leg dislocated at 
the thigh and he died later in one of the huts. The lockdown ended for the 
men when they were rescued by the vessel Friendship that finally arrived 
on the 2nd of December. The men sailed back to Port Chalmers arriving on 
the 10th of December no doubt with a good story to tell their families 
around the Christmas table. 
 

 The Thomson brothers are related to Captain William Thomson who was 
the first Harbour Master of Otago and an interesting and well researched 
book about his life and the earlier years of Port Chalmers has been compiled by Shirley Cameron. It is available for sale at the 
Port Chalmers Maritime Museum for a special price of $15.00. Only limited copies are available.                          Bruce E. Collins 

Macquarie Island is located in the south west 
Pacific Ocean half way between New Zealand and 
Antarctica. It is now a Unesco World Heritage site 
and under Australian administration.                                      

Port Chalmers & District Lions 
On 4th July 2020 Port Chalmers Lions Club had their changeover dinner and induction at the Wharf Hotel.  The induction of the 
new officers of the club was done by the District 202J District Governor Ella Butson. The Port Chalmers Lions Club officers for 
2020-2021 are -  
 

Peter Dicks (President) 
Tony Gilliam (1st Vice President) 
Liz McLennan (Treasurer) 
Derek Oldfield (LCIF Coordinator) 
Mervyn Read (Membership) 
Juay Lim (Club Administrator/Club Communications) 
Les Box (Director) 
Bruce Clark (Director) 
Bob Melville (Director) 
Shirley Parsons (Director) 
Don Parsons (Director) 
Any information or inquiries on our activities or joining the club, please contact our President Lion Peter Dicks on 4728353 
                                      Juay Lim, Club Administrator/Communications, Port Chalmers & District Lions Club, limbrown@gmail.com, Ph: 027 214 5691 
 

Trees for Families: Sunday 6th September, 11am. Harbour Cycleway, Otago University 
rowing Club end.  Every year in partnership with the Rotary Club of Dunedin, Keep Dunedin Beau-
tiful hosts Trees for Families which provides the opportunity to celebrate family milestones, while 
contribution to a native revegetation project. Trees cost $20, please register before Sunday 16th  

            August. keepdunedinbeautiful @dcc.govt.nz,  03 477-4000.  


