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Rachel McGregor- One Special Lady
Rachel McGregor, the owner of Port to Port Cruises is one special lady. Don’t
be fooled by her somewhat diminutive stature, she has packed more into 40
years of life, much of it on the water, than many people might in two lifetimes.
Born in Canada in 1981 on Vancouver Island….lost her accent…. her mother
Mexican who didn’t speak a word of English. Father a Dunedin lad. They met in
Mexico, fell in love and learned each others language. Had their three children
in Canada…. Rachel, and her two brothers.
“My parents decided to move us to the safest place they thought, New Zealand, when I was seven and where Dad’s family was.” Rachel says.
“ I was very sociable at school and when I left it took me a while to sort myself
out.
I ended up working at the Albatross Centre as a guide which I really enjoyed
and did a course for six months. I was 24, grew up a lot and was taking things
more seriously.”
“Then I took a job with Monarch Cruises and met my now ex husband, the father of my boy who is nine. I enjoyed the Monarch and
did 750 hours commercial time to get my first Skippers Ticket. It took about nine months to achieve this including study.”
Now 25 it was really hard getting her first job, being young, female and never having driven boats before. Two days a week on the
Monarch led to full time after a year and her first Skippers job. “So I did that for about nine years and really loved it. However I felt I
needed new challenges.”
“ For a few years I was also trying to get a job with Port Otago on their work boats because for me they were just as interesting as
the wildlife Albatrosses. I enjoyed telling people about those boats and what they did.”
To augment her income, being qualified, she began teaching Pilates and now also runs Yoga classes.
“Eventually I did get a full time job with Port Otago on the 58 metre long Dredger which carries 1200 tons or 100 dump truck loads of
whatever it sucks out from the bottom of the harbour.
I worked on it for about four years doing 12 hour shifts.” “Meantime it was 2018 and I was in the throes of starting my Port to Port
business in the final year of the Port Otago job. The idea for my business was born in 2015 with the business model and boat name
“Sootychaser” firmly in mind. I could see that a harbour ferry could be really popular.”
“So I felt the ferry was going to be a novelty and the wildlife cruises would be the money-maker because I had the experience. But I
also wanted to incorporate the workboats as I knew people were interested in them too. However as things have changed with Covid
people have now gone more towards the ferry trips which have taken off and are now the bread earner.”
“So the thought is to go with ferry trips now, the wildlife cruises will come back. I also work with the schools
and take groups out on the boat for 25 minutes of education. There is a lot that can be done with children on
these short trips. We have been operating now for three years. How did your boat come about?.........” I went
on a kind of knowledge building boat holiday all round New Zealand looking at some boats which was the best
It's Rachel
Pg 1 holiday ever. It was spread over a year whenever I could get some free days in succession.”
“So I worked out my boat would have just one motor which determined the type of boat, a stable
February
Pg. 3 pontoon which could be pushed along easily with one 300hp motor. I chose Osprey a Nelson boat builder.
deadline
The boat is 8.8 metres long and 2.8 metres wide and weighs 3.5 tonnes. I tow it with a V8
Pre-Holiday
Pg. 4 Landcruiser. “
advice
Nevertheless this is one big boat for a slightly built lady to transport without any assistance. Any bigger, she
would have needed a truck to tow it. People are in awe as they watch her unloading it and launching it for a
Trades &
Pg
Services
8 & 9 cruise.
Quarantine Island has a lot of history attached to it. Most Dunedin people know about it but not many have
Port News
Pg. 6
been there. Rachel adds “ I do treasure hunts for the children and do the Port Chalmers to Portobello and
Pg. 12 return trips for cyclists and those who go to Quarantine island. I can even take people to the stadium for
Open & Shut
events to avoid the traffic and parking issues. Of course I still do wildlife cruises when
@ The Library Pg 14 requested.”
“I have also done a seaweed cruise with an expert on board who teaches how to cook seaweed. Volcano
10 Questions
Pg. 14 cruises are another trip we do. These tours are one hour, again with an expert on board. There are also historic shipwrecks on the harbour. A variety of cruises are therefore available for the holiday season. How have
with Rachel
the first three years been? Rachel explains The first year was experimental while I was still working full time
What’s On
Pg. 15
on the dredge doing four days on and four days off. I had another couple of skippers helping me out. It was a
tricky and stressful time”.

This Issue

.

Dusting Off

Pg.16

‘One Special Lady’ continued on page 16

2

The Rothesay News

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022

Harbour Physio Matters: December already…

where has the year gone? Its hard to imagine that it has been
two years since I took over Harbour Physio. And what a fantastic
two years it has been.
There have certainly been challenges; namely buying a physio
practice and three months in, the world enters a global
pandemic. This then meant being unable to practice physio in
person for many weeks over the two lockdowns we have had.
However, I feel very fortunate that we are now entering a new
phase in this fight against Covid-19 with such a high percentage
of the eligible population now vaccinated.
Although Covid put a spanner in the works, there have been so
many positives about working down in the West Harbour. The
biggest being working in a community and the support it has for
everyone within the area. I have clients that travel from
Waikouaiti, Waitati, Purakanui, Long Beach, and back to St
Leonards, Ravensbourne, and into Dunedin.
It has been lovely to return to an area where I have such strong
family ties, where my mother’s side of the family grew up, and
where I spent so much time as a child.
Other highlights have been speaking and presenting to community groups including The Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute, The
Port Chalmers Senior Citizens and the staff at Koputai
Pioneers. Another highlight was sponsoring athletes in the
Otago Gymnastics Team and travelling with them to their National Championships where one of these athletes, Molly Ballard,
won the National title for her level.
I just want to round out 2021 by saying thank you for your continued support, and hope everyone enjoys a fantastic summer. I
am thoroughly looking forward to navigating 2022 and into the
future at Harbour Physio. Harbour Physio will be closed during
the public holidays, but will be back early January, so should you
have any niggles or new injuries please call or message
0276310476.
Krystal Cameron

Not vaccinated yet?

Get it locally at Port Chalmers Pharmacy
on a Saturday. (Often they have spare doses.
Remember to cancel a booking if you have had it
done/booked elsewhere!). Book at
www.bookmyvaccine.nz, 0800 28 29 26

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022
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OPEN:
Mon-Thurs
8.30am - 3pm
Fri
8.30am - late
Sat 9am - late
Sun 9am - 3.00pm

Port Chalmers Volunteer Fire Brigade
HELP US, HELP YOU
Right now, we are raising funds
for a new 4x4 support vehicle and
garage. Often we can be on two
calls at the same time. Please
contact Chief Fire Officer Stephen
Hill if you wish to support us,
email: stephen.hill@fireandemergency.nz
cell: 027 2215142. Donations may be made directly into our Westpac fundraising account:
Port Chalmers Volunteer Fire Brigade,
03-0905-0078320-002.

FROM THE CHEF…This recipe comes from The Wild Fennel Co, on
George St Port Chalmers.
WILD FENNEL CARROTS & HUMMUS
In our kitchen this would be a light mid-week dinner or perhaps
something to nibble with friends whilst the BBQ is cranking. Either
way it’s full of goodness and packed with flavour, give it a try yourself and see.
YOU WILL NEED: For the Carrots
1 big bunch of fresh spring carrots
¾ sachet of Wild Fennel Co. Root Vegetable Seasoning
olive Oil, salt & pepper
West Harbour Weekly
For the Hummus
Exercise Classes
1 can of chickpeas
¼ cup fresh lemon juice (1 large
(Subject to Covid
lemon)
Level Restrictions)
¼ cup tahini
Steady as You Go in Port
1 small clove of minced garlic
1 tablespoon of extra-virgin olive oil, Chalmers. Falls prevention
programme for Men and
plus a bit extra for serving
Women, simple leg exersalt to taste
cises. Port Chalmers Town
2-3 tbsp of iced cold water
on Wednesdays at
¼ sachet Wild Fennel Co. Root Vege- Hall
10:00am, only $3 per class.
—–—————————table Seasoning
Yoga @ Port Chalmers
½ cup of Pumpkin seeds
Town Hall. Monday night
TO MAKE - Carrots
from Once we get to Covid
Pre heat the oven to 200°C. Peel and Level
1 class will resumetrim the carrots and lay in a roasting for information phone 021
dish. Drizzle with olive oil and ¾ sa084 14215,
chet of Wild Fennel Co. Root Vegeta- kathyharpur@gmail.com
ble Seasoning, salt & pepper. Bake
Yoga4Life Wednesday at
at 200°C for about 30 minutes or
10.00am Once we get to
until cooked through.
Covid Level 1 class will
TO MAKE - Hummus
resume. lisa@ocw.co.nz 027
In a food processor combine the
437 0779.
lemon juice and tahini, blend for 1
minute, scrape the sides and blend
Yoga by candlelight with
for one more minute.
Rachel - Pioneer Hall.
Wednesdays 6.30 - 7.30.
Add the garlic, salt and olive oil and
Bookings essential 027 344
blend for 30 seconds. Drain the can
5334.
of chickpeas and rinse with fresh
—————–————–——————————--water, add to the food processor and
blend for one minute until smooth.
Steady as you Go - Falls
prevention programme for
Next add the iced cold water a tbsp
at a time whilst the food processor is Men and Women. Wednesrunning. Stop adding the water when day 1.30pm at McCurdy you get to the consistency you want. Grimman Hall, Driver St
Beach $3. For Info call
Lightly toast the pumpkin seeds and Long
Patsy 482 2518 or Ruth 482
scatter on top with a drizzle of olive
2283.
—————————————————————
oil and a sprinkle of Wild
Fennel Co. Root Vegetable season- Pilates with Hayley Davey .
Thursday Morning 9.30 ing.
10.30am @ the Pioneer Hall.
Serve on a large sharing plate with
For more information contact
the roasted carrots.
Hayley Davey, 021 183 5352
—————————————————————————

The Rothesay News
February 2022 Issue

COPY DEADLINE
is the 12th January for
the February 2022 issue.

Please make sure you have your
activities and events with dates,
times, location and any other
information, in by the deadline.
Forward your stories (max 280
words), photos, news and upcoming
events, or if you have not received
the Rothesay News to:
editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com

hayleybeer@hotmail.com

__________________________

Port Pilates with Rachel Tuesdays at Pioneer Hall
6.15pm - 7.15pm. Prepaid
$12 per class, casual $14.
_______________________
Tai Chi - Fridays @ 10am,
Port Chalmers Town Hall,
Chalmers Lounge $3. Any
queries contact Yvonne on
472 8487.
_______________________
Port Fit Express Workouts,
Suits all fitness levels, 10
classes, $100 per term. Enrol
now.
www.empowermefitness.co.nz
________________________
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Halo Project

What a year! We’re thankful to have been in
the position where we could still engage and
operate. And we’re grateful for all the support from landowners and volunteers to get to where we are now.
Halo’s highlights include setting up landscape-scale stoat
control across 12,500 ha, from Flagstaff to Aramoana. The
aim – ground-feeding and hole-nesting native birds (robin
kakaruwai and kākā) are safe to spread across the landscape, far beyond Orokonui.
A large-scale trial of automatic traps is going well, showing
real promise as an efficient way to control possums. Possums cause so many problems for wildlife, habitat, people
and property, that we had to take up the opportunity to keep
numbers down following OSPRI’s TBFree possum control.
This would not be possible without the support of rural landowners and urban residents, ORC and DCC. Thank you all!
Ōtepoti and beyond has also benefitted from 43,000 native
plants and fencing at important riparian sites. Planting at
Waitete Bush alongside Waitati Stream and SH1 is complete,
with the help of numerous volunteers and groups including
the East Otago Catchment Group, Honda, Monowai Ecological Ltd, DOC, ORC and Frank O’Neil, the landowner.
Now that planting is
done for the year, the
Source to Sea field
team turn to caring for
those thousands of
plants.
Holidays are coming
– we wish you all a
safe and happy seaHalo’s Predator Free and Source to Sea
son and a huge
teams come together to plant around
thanks to all of you
Pūrākaunui estuary at Osborne.
who support and contribute to the Halo Project! You can still contact us if you
need us at info@haloproject.org.nz Meri Kirihimete!
The Halo Project Team

T.S. Nimrod Navy Cadets
Last month, I talked about some of
my experiences so far in Sea Cadets, and I thought
that this month I would continue sharing some of the
amazing things I've had the opportunity to do.
At the beginning of 2020, I and a number of other T.S Nimrod cadets travelled to Waiouru Military Camp to attend Cadet 2020, along with around a thousand other cadets and
staff. There were four different formations (Land, Adventure,
Maritime, and Aviation), and as part of the Adventure formation, I got to go white-water river rafting, abseiling down the
side of a dam, and mountain biking.
There were plenty of other activities including orienteering,
shooting, high ropes, and specific activities for the other formations - sailing for Maritime, camping for Land, and flying
for Aviation. All in all, it was an amazing experience, and it
was great to make new friends from all across the country.
In March 2020, a week or two before the first lockdown, I
went on Coxswains Course, along with two other T.S
Nimrod cadets. We spent the entire week sailing, including
man overboard drills, capsize drills, righting the boat again,
sailing with only the foresail (without the use of the rudder
and tiller!), and even sailing with one person blindfolded.
It was an amazing week away, even if we didn't get to use
our new sailing skills right away thanks to Covid-19.
The last year or so has been a little quieter, as we go in and
out of alert levels, but I've still had the fortune to staff a leadership course, travel to Christchurch as part of our regatta
team, and run a number of smaller events and activities
within the unit. If you would like to visit our unit, we are currently parading at our boat shed in Back Beach (47 Peninsula Beach Road, Port Chalmers) on Thursday evenings
between 1900 and 2100 - we would love to have you visit.
Contact us through our email, ts.nimrod@cadetforces.org.nz,
CPOCDT Goldsmith
or Facebook @tsnimrod.

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022

Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua

Kia ora koutou. In October and early November we had an
increase in Lodge bookings and day visitors. We hosted a
weekend Women’s Retreat, the Grants Braes Brownies, staff from
East Taieri Church, outdoor education students from Otago Girl’s
High School, a group celebrating a 70th birthday, a team from OUSA
(Otago Uni Student’s Association), staff from Otago Museum, and
project management group RCP and a weekend yoga retreat.
We also held a few Community days with regular volunteers. Mahi
has included a beach litter survey, weed control, predator control, trap
maintenance, putting out the ACO’s (artificial cover objects) aka
‘lizard hotels’, releasing and mulching seedlings, planting native
seedlings, taking part in Spring bird counts, moving our new water
tank in position and plumbing it in, building a compost, clearing and
sorting firewood, and preparing the woolshed for sheep shearing.
The QIKTC Council are also working on a number of projects
including improvements to the Keepers Cottage. On our October
Welcome Day, community members and new visitors enjoyed taking
part in gardening activities, learning about the island’s history, walking
around the bush track, and completing the beach litter survey data
collection.
Special thanks to Tomahawk Smaill’s Beach Care Trust for donating 100 native seedlings, Rachel McGregor, Port-To-Port Cruises &
Wildlife Tours and John McLachlan East Coast Charters for boat
transfers.
Our next Community Welcome Days are on Saturday 29 January
and Saturday 26 February. For Volunteer opportunities and events/
updates and all information about the island see our website quarantineisland@org.nz or join our Facebook group Quarantine Island/
Kamau Taurua Community. To arrange a visit or stay on the island,
for a school ‘camp workshop venue or retreat, you can contact
Meghan Hughes, the island Keeper on 03-478-0874 or email: quaranClaire Hagglund
tineisland@gmail.com.

Port Chalmers Town Hall
Under the advice from local government and government COVID-19
guidelines, while we are in level 2, the Town Hall has remained
closed. This was a decision not made lightly but one we felt was
the best to protect the most vulnerable in our community who are
also hall users.
As of 13 November 2021 we were awaiting notification, clear guidelines and protocols around the new traffic light system.
As soon as we receive them we will be in touch with our regular hall
users and hopefully we can all return to some form of normality in our
wonderful West Harbour community.
Port Chalmers Town Hall Society

NZ Police - Pre-Holiday Advice
To help make sure your property does not
become a target for thieves during your absence over the holiday period, here are a few tips on crime
prevention.
When going away the big secret is to make things look just as if you
are still at home. You could fit deadlocks to all your doors, secure the
garage, garden shed, under house access and meter-box.
Don’t leave keys where they can be easily found and never put your
address on them. Don’t leave an invitation to enter - ladders and tools
left around may provide burglars with the means of forcing entry into
your home. Lock ladders with a chain or suitable fixing device and put
all tools into a locked shed.
Just before leaving, cut the lawn, tidy the section and trim any
greenery that may provide cover for a break-in. arrange for someone
to mow the lawn. Ask your neighbours to clear your mailbox regularly
or consider cancelling your mail deliveries while you are away.
Curtains - there is no fixed rule about this one other than do not leave
them all drawn. Consider an automatic light switch in rooms where the
curtains are drawn.
If your house is alarmed, make sure you have someone available to
deal with false activations. Give authority to contact a serviceman if a
fault does develop.
For emergencies ring 111 or alternatively, for non-urgent jobs ring

105 or the 24-hour Crime Reporting Line (CRL) on free phone
0800 426 7736.
Senior Constable Steve Tvrdeic

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022
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Rudolf Steiner School & Kindergarten
Kia ora koutou to all our West Harbour neighbours.
Here we are heading towards the summer holidays, enjoying the warmer weather and appreciating the land and sea
around us, whether it is the view of Taiaroa Head and
Hereweka, or a sighting of a couple of orca heading up the
harbour!
Work continues here as two new classrooms are being built
for 2022. There will also be a significant working space underneath for activities such as woodwork. It has been quite exciting to see it all take shape.
The children in the school have been exploring a range of
subjects, often combining many subjects into one area of
learning. The older class enjoyed working with pinhole cameras: a fine exploration of science and art. Our class Kereru is
looking forward to heading away on an end of year camp,
while this year's class ones are also enjoying their space in
the forest classroom, and going on walks to see the changing
of the season.
The three kindergarten classes will hold their summer festival
before we farewell for the summer. Playgroup is looking
forward to having a space at Maia when the building work is
complete.
Thank you to everyone who helps to make the school a
unique space. If you want to find out more about this holistic
education then look at our website www.dunedinsteiner.nz or
contact us on 471 216 or office@dundinsteiner.nz
Kā mihi, Clare Ridout, Pene Johnstone, Julie MacLeod

Gardening Services

Hedges, Lawns, Weeding,
Planting, Pruning, Tidying Sections

$25/hr.

Contact: Mike Broughton
Email
alpha.crucis6424@gmail.com

Mobile 0278429209

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Edna Wheeler - Longbeach,
Jude Newton - Pūrākaunui ,
Mark Cameron - Port Chalmers,
Charlotte Parallel - Port Chalmers,
Margy Hoskins - Port Chalmers,
Antonia Wood - St Leonards,
Terra Nova Sea Scouts,
Rachel Lissaman,
Roger Blok and Aaron Blok - Pūrākaunui .
Jacque Ruston & Duncan Eddy

St Leonards Playcentre
This term is full of lots of fun outdoor activities – an orienteering
string course through our outdoor
playground and wilderness corner
(left), a rubbish clean-up on the West
Harbour Walkway-earning certificates
and badges from Keep NZ Beautiful
Clean Up Week, biking and playing
outside, messy play activities and
sandpit play.
We have been working with a group of
senior students from St Leonards
School, making water-themed crowns
for the Wearable Arts Event that we
are taking part in at the school in December. We also took part in this term’s preschool playgroup at St
Leonards School which was a fun mixture of stories and morning tea
on the mat with our big school friends and indoor and outdoor play
activities.
While the warm weather is enticing us outdoors more, we still enjoy
our indoor play–the tamariki have been enjoying train track building,
stories on the couch in the library room, painting, playdough and
group baking sessions. The gingerbread people were a huge success and did not last long enough to run out the door!
We look forward to our Christmas activities and celebrations in the
last few weeks of term and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
Festive Season. St Leonards Playcentre is open on Monday and
Juay Lim Club Administrator/Media CoordinaThursday 9.30-12.30 every week, except in school holidays.
We have a relaxed and friendly atmosphere at our centre with a
West Harbour Community Awards 2021
mixture of mums, dads, and grandparents attending. We welcome
The awards were held on November 10 at Pioneer Hall,
you to visit. Nau mai, haere mai. Ages 0-6 years. The first 3 sesattended by family and friends of those who were nominated, sions are free. For more information please contact:
welcomed by Aaron Hawkins, Mayor of Dunedin.
stleonards@playcentre.org.nz or call Antonia 021762667
Organisers Jacque Ruston and Duncan Eddy with the help of Check us out on Facebook! **Our centre is also available for venue
the Mayor presented the awards. It was incredibly inspiring
Antonia Wood
hire for children’s parties, $50 plus bond.
to hear of the Community Awards recipients contributions to
the social, cultural, and environmental wellbeing of the West West Harbour Community Awards, a message
from Edna Wheeler - ‘Congratulations’ to the West Harbour
Harbour area.
Community Board for their Awards night on Wednesday 10th of
Congratulations and thanks to these local heroes:
November at the Pioneer Hall, Port Chalmers. A most rewarding
● Phil Adams - Port Chalmers,
night seeing so many collecting awards for their contribution to the
● Warren Lewis - Port Chalmers,
West Harbour area, well done to all, special extra thanks to Jacque
Ruston and Duncan Eddy. Extra special person in our area gaining
● Jarrod Hodson - Ravensbourne,
an award ‘Jude Newton’ very well deserved.
● Kilda Northcott - Port Chalmers,

Port Chalmers & District Lions Club .
Once again the annual Carols in the Dell will be on Sunday 12 December at 2.30 pm at Lady Thorn Dell, Church
Street, Port Chalmers and in attendance - the Dunedin Salvation Army Band, and Dunedin Harmony Chorus - compered by
Gladys Hope. Admission is free and a gold coin collection will
be taken for the Salvation Army Christmas appeal. Please
wear a mask.
With the wedding season coming, if anyone wishes to have
their wedding in the Dell, please contact Lion Les on 472
7050.
For December, there are several events - ● Annual Christmas
hamper raffles on 17 / 18 December at Port Chalmers 4
Square foyer ● Christmas Cave - 19th to 23rd December subject to venue confirmation ● Toot for Tucker - annual Port
Chalmers Lions and Port Chalmers Emergency services food
collection for Dunedin food banks. While in November: we had
the annual Seniors Mystery Bus trip to McKerrow Pond and
hosted by Waianakarua Lions Club
Port Chalmers Lions has a Facebook page to keep the West
Harbour community up to date with our club’s forthcoming
events, club news, fundraising projects, sharing items of interest, and any cancellation of activities. Thanking the residents
of West Harbour who consistently view our page. (https://
www.facebook.com/portchalmerslionsclub) Any information or
inquiries on our activities or joining the club, please contact
our Club President Lion Tony Gilliam on 021 074 5894.
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Trade & Services Directory

GOLD & SILVER
I buy any gold and silver,
in any form. Unwanted or
broken jewellery, chains
and watches, coins and
bars etc.

Port to Port Cruises

FERRY/CYCLE FERRY
●

Back Beach to Portobello
or Quarantine Island,
12.55pm & 3.00pm.
(Return approx 2 hrs later)

Local buyer, fair
prices.

Adult $12 / Child $6
Bikes: Road $5 / Electric $10
● Booking essential

Phone: Alexander
027 367 8863

020 416 24250
www.porttoport.co.nz

HARBOUR HEALTH PORT CHALMERS LTD
47 George Street
Port Chalmers Ph: 472 8026

General Practice
Welcoming new patients

Under 14yr old free for enrolled patients

Dec 2021– Jan 2022

The Rothesay News

Trade & Services Directory

Phillip Cowley
Chartered Accountant
Affordable Accounting Services
- Small business set up
- Annual accounts
- Taxation advice
- GST returns
- Migrant tax issues – UK
P (03) 471 0767 M 027 338 8307
E phillip@cowleyaccounting.co.nz

TJ’s Flooring

Todd & Matt Donovan
Your local floor Specialists

Carpet Tiles, Cork, Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles.

HAFSLUND
UPHOLSTERY
Antique Specialist
Recovery and Repairs on all household
and office furniture

62 George St, Port Chalmers
Free quotes Ph 472 8554
:

All floor
preparation
Polished
floors a
specialty

(see Pioneer Hall)

38 Grey St, Port Chalmers
Todd 0276 477583 or Matt 0275 309945
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Port Chalmers Golf Club

One of the Port Chalmers Golf Club's premier events,
the Ace of Aces Cup, was recently completed. This is
a medal competition played over seven rounds, with the winners of each round competing in a final on the 30th of October.
The final winners were: Senior – Mamanu Mamanu, Intermediate – Andrew Parker, Junior – Steve Cogger and Women –
Annie O'Connell.
On Sunday the 31st of October the players with the ten best
net scores (their actual score minus their handicap) in the
medal rounds played during the year, competed in the final of
the Shootout. This event is played over only nine holes, but on
each hole the player with the worst net score on that hole is
eliminated. If more than one player has the same worst net
score they have a “putt off”, where each player putts from a
designated spot, and the player whose ball finishes the furthest from the hole is eliminated. After eight holes of seriously
nervous golf only two players are left to play the final hole, and
the winner of the Shootout for 2021 was Mamanu Mamanu.
Mature members of the Port Chalmers Golf Club have also
been competing in Veteran's Pennants golf against teams
from the other clubs around Dunedin. This competition is
played in teams of four on Mondays, runs throughout the year
and is played on all the local golf courses. The final round on
the 1st of November was played at Chisholm Links golf
course. There were 18 teams in the competition this year, and
our two teams (Port Chalmers Green and Port Chalmers Red)
finished fourth and fifth overall.
Our club is always pleased to welcome new members, and a
range of membership options are available. These are shown
on our website portchalmersgolf.co.nz, and more details are
available from our Treasurer Lawrie Warwood, by emailing him
Dave Morris
on lbw2@xtra.co.nz.

Port Chalmers Women’s Institute
Our November meeting was held in Emmanuel
Church Hall, Sawyers Bay on 9th November 2021 at 7.30pm
where our President Alison welcomed 17 members. Apologies
were received from Pam Woods and Margaret Hedges.
Our display at the Port Chalmers Library has been deferred till
next year sometime.
Eastern Otago Federation held a celebration dinner at the St
Peters Church Hall Caversham on 24th November to celebrate
100 years of Women’s Institute (WI) in New Zealand with a
"pot luck tea" to which we were invited. A collection for our
Dunedin food banks which are in dire need just now was taken.
The proceeds going to St Vincent de Paul.
Our President Alison gave us a very interesting talk on their
visit to Canada, where they travelled from Toronto to
Vancouver by train for 3 days. She told us where the first WI in
the world was founded at Stoney Creek, Ontario by Adelaide
Hoodless and a group of other women. Within a decade there
were more than 500 branches across Canada.
Our Xmas Dinner was held on 30th November at 6pm in the
Port Chalmers Bowling Club. Due to Covid restrictions we
were unable to hold the Senior Citizens Xmas Party this year
but shortbread will still be made and delivered prior to Xmas.
COMPETITIONS
Large Bloom: 1st Jennie Mains, 2nd Gaylene Gardener
Small Bloom: 1st Alison Moodie, 2nd Jean McKeever
Rhodo: 1st Gwen Wilson, 2nd Gaylene Gardener
Three Pikelets: 1st Gaylene Gardener, 2nd Alison Moodie
Lucky Cup: Mary Fahey
Jennie Mains
Martha Ives Trophy: Alison Moodie

To all our advertisers,
contributors and readers,
Merry Christmas and have an
enjoyable and safe New Year,
Thank you for your support in
2021, see you in 2022,
The Editor & Committee,
The Rothesay News

The rest of the school trips consisted of trips to the pool where
we took very long swimming lessons but useful swimming
lessons.
We've also had some new student teachers come to the school.
The one in our class, Totara, is Ms Barnes-she’s quite cool for a
teacher. The other one I don't know so well, but Rata thinks she
is awesome.
Because of Covid there was no West Harbour Sports Day. So our
school held its own sports day. We had long jump, high jump,
shot put and running races and we finished the day by playing
with the parachute.
Coming up soon we have Wearable Arts, which I think will be
pretty cool. Most of Totara have finished theirs and by golly gosh
they look great.
Last week the school held a picnic, accompanied by a disco.
Ezra’s dad, Ross, threw a lolly scrabble. The most fun part of the
term, Market day is coming up and almost all the kids in the
school are ready to sell their products and make that sweet cash
to buy lollies and other accessories to make them happy for literally two seconds. How FUN!
Nathan and Kurt.
If you would like to visit our school please contact Jo Wilson:
034710501 and check out our Facebook page that has up and
coming events.
Ka mihi, Jo Wilson, Principal
Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute
Nine members met at Emmanuel hall in Sawyers Bay.
Our meeting started with congratulations to Edna Wheeler on receiving a West Harbour Community Award.
A card was signed and delivered to our member Kath Harrison.
Being International month we brought along an article from
overseas and shared travel memories.
Arrangements were made to attend the Eastern Otago Federation
dinner in celebration of 100 years of W. I. in New Zealand.
The Golden Thread was read by Mary Inglis, and the Motto: The
day the world runs out of wine is just to terrible to think about, was
read by Phyllis Parker, both raising a laugh. Edna Wheeler won the
Mystery Parcel.
Competitions:
Three pieces of shortbread: Phyllis Parker, 1st Betty Melville, 2nd
Mary Inglis 3rd.
Three different flowers: Betty Melville1st, Mary Inglis 2nd, Phyllis
Parker 3rd.
Christmas decorations are to be donated to Montecillo Rest Home.

Mary Inglis

At the West Harbour Community Awards night I received an
award. I gratefully received this, I would have liked to have spoken
but I was too nervous. What I would have liked to say is - the
St Leonards School
Over the last month we have gone on school trips including a achievements were made with the help of the Purakaunui Amenities
Society
Science trip to the Museum where we were handed out a
committee and the community. I just want it known that it was with
check list. On it there were ten boxes to explain how such
Jude Newton
help that I was able to achieve the award.
things work like light and gravity.
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OPEN & SHUT
Harbour Health

Closed Stat days, 25th 26th, 27th, & 28th December
2021. Open 29, 30, 31 December, Closed 3rd & 4th
January 2022. Normal hours otherwise.

Port Chalmers Pharmacy
Closed Stat days only

Port Chalmers Swimming Pool

24th December 6am – 1pm
25 & 26th December, Closed
27th December - 31st December 10am – 5pm
1st & 2nd Jan 2022 Closed
3rd & 4th Jan 2022 10am - 5pm
Normal hours resume 5th January 2022

Port Chalmers Motors

Outside petrol terminal available for petrol when we are
closed.

Port Chalmers Library

25th – 28th December: Closed
29th – 31st December: Normal hours incl. late night
Thursday
1st – 4th January: Closed
5th January: Normal hours resume

Port Fish Supply Takeaways - Beach Street
Port Chalmers - Closed Christmas Day.
Arcadia Bookshop - Closed Christmas Day, otherwise look out for the sign when open.

The Flying Whale - Closed Christmas Day & Boxing

Day otherwise holiday hours on the door.
The Crafty Banker - Look at for the sign or contact
Toni on 022 038 0187, toni.craftybanker@gmail.com
Georgie Girl - Closed Christmas Day and New Years
Day.
Barberesser - Closed 24th December 2021-10th January
2022

Digiart & New Zealand Post

Gift Shop and NZ Post
Closed Sat 25- Tues 28th December 2021
Closed Sat 1st Jan - Tuesday 4th January 2022
Closed Sat 8th January - Sunday 9th January 2022
Digiart Printing & Design - Closed 24 Dec 2021 - will be
back on 10th Jan 2022 (cut off print jobs Friday 17th Dec
2021)
Pea Sea Art - Closed Christmas Day - reopen Wednesday 5th January 2022. Monday 10-4pm, - Tuesday 10-

Port Chalmers 4Square

4pm, - Wednesday 10-4pm, - Thursday 10-7pm, - Friday
10-7pm, Saturday 10-4pm, - Sunday 10-4pm

Port Chalmers Museum

Barking Fish - Closed Christmas Day - 28th Dec,
Closed 31st Dec 2021 - 2nd Jan 2022.
Port Chalmers Senior Citizens - resume when
we reach Level 1 or similar with the Covid 19 alert system.

22-23rd December 7.30am – 9pm
24th December – 7.30am – 8pm
Closed Christmas Day,
normal hours resume 26th December 7.30am – 8pm
Closed Christmas Day, otherwise open
Public Holidays 1 - 4pm
Normal Hours - Weekdays 10am – 3pm,
Weekends 1 – 4pm

Food & Beverage

Windsor On the Spot Dairy

Closed Christmas Day 2021. Otherwise open.

Sushi Johnny

Closed 25th, 26, 27 December 2021, 1st, 2nd & 3rd
January 2022.

Carey’s Bay Historic Hotel

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day 2020 and 1 January
2021.
The Galley - Open is sign out.
Closed 25th Dec & 26th 2021, 1st & 2nd Jan 2022

The Portsider

Closed 25 & 26th December 2021, 1st & 2nd January
2022
Union & Co. Café - Closed 22nd December
reopen January 2021. Sign out When Open.

Futomaki Port Chalmers

December 24 - Open Lunch from 12pm till 3pm.
December 25 - Closed the whole day.
December 31 - Open Lunch from 12pm till 3pm.
January 1 - Closed Whole day.
January 2 - Back to normal hours.

Blueskin Nursery & Café

Closed, Christmas & boxing day, 1st & 2nd January.
Close at 3pm on Christmas & New Years Eve, otherwise open from 8.30am daily.
2 Gypsies - closed 25 & 26 December 21, 1st &
2nd Jan 2022.

Yoga in Port Chalmers
Wednesday Yoga resume when we reach Level 1 or
similar with the Covid 19 alert system.
Monday Yoga 6pm – resume when we reach Level 1 or
similar with the Covid 19 alert system.
Port Chalmers Tai Chi - resume when we reach
Level 1 or similar with the Covid 19 alert system.
.

Steady as You Go in Port Chalmers

resume when we reach Level 1 or similar with the Covid 19
alert system.

Pilates with Hayley Davy @ Pioneer Hall –
Last class December 16th, classes will resume (Covid dependant) in 2022 the week of the 17th of January 2022.

Orokonui Ecosanctuary - Closed Christmas Eve 24th
December & Christmas Day 25th December. Otherwise open from
Thursday - Monday normal hours 9.30am - 4.30pm., (closed Tuesday
& Wednesday).

Churches

The United Church of Port Chalmers December
December Sunday Services, all services at Emmanuel

Church Sawyers Bay @ 10am. Christmas Eve - Christmas Carol service, Outdoors @ 7pm at Emmanuel. heck
the noticeboard for January services.

St Marys Star of the Seas - Christmas Day Mass will
be at 8.00am. Because Christmas Day falls on a Saturday
there will be no 5pm Saturday vigil on the 25th December.
Holy Trinity - Scotia St
Christmas day service at 10am. There will also be the normal
Sunday service the following day at 10.
Sunday the 5th of December is our family service with a child
friendly service and Christmas activity. There won't be a family
service in January. Also we no longer have a midweek
service.

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022
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Sawyers Bay Playcentre
Kia ora Koutou Kato. .. We are already half way through term 4
and have already achieved so much. We kicked off the term by
performing three songs at Polyfest. Our tamariki took to the stage
and sung and danced their hearts out. We are so proud of each
and every one of our children for taking part and learning not only
the songs but actions too. Big thanks to Kym for teaching us.
Back at centre we are continuing to look after our environment by
planting and harvesting our garden. We dug out our (very small)
potatoes and enjoyed the process of boiling and eating them.
Yum! The added bonus of sand added to the crunch...!
We are starting to make a garden for each child to look after.
They will decide what they want to plant, look after it, water and
harvest it. The children are really excited about this process.
Some days we just like to bury our tamariki and kaiko in the sandpit and turn them into mermaids....or turn the hose on our adults
when they turn their backs to us...!
Each and every day we share laughs, stories, smiles and songs
as we learn and play together, enjoying each others company.
We would like to say a huge thank you to Port Otago and
Michelle for gifting some much needed kitchen appliances,
tables, beds and chairs to our playcentre recently. Our deserving
Whanau received some of these goods whilst our centre got a
new oven and Kai tables. We are so grateful, thank you.
We welcome you and your Whanau, from birth to 6 years old. We
are open Monday to Thursday from 9-12pm and have no fees.
Pop in and see us, we'd love to meet you.
Kristina Goldsmith - Lead Facilitator

Backyard Medicine
This month I’m focusing on supplements and herbs to
support your Respiratory System.
A good regime to take daily to keep you in the pink is: 25 mg
Zinc, 2000-5000 IU Vitamin D3, taking Vit D3 daily is more
effective than monthly or weekly, 1000 mg vitamin C, 500 mg
Quercetin.
If you catch anything do this daily: Zinc 25mg twice, Quercetin
300mg, three times, Vitamin D3 6000 - 10,000 IU in 3 separate
doses - so that's 2000 - 3300 x 3 Vitamin C to tolerance 1000
mg every 3 hours Elderberry or Echinacea in tablet form, take
a double dose for 5 days Mushrooms - Chaga/Reishi/
Shitake 1/2 - 1 tsp powder once Post/Recovery - Daily these
will aid in returning you to robustness Quercetin 500 mg, Zinc
25 mg twice, Vitamin C 2000- 5000 mg daily, Mushrooms or
Elderberry or Echinacea (or Mushrooms and either of the
others, if you still feel crappy).
As always - do not take any of these if you are on any medications before consulting with your health practitioner
Francisca Griffin, Naturopath

Pūrākaunui School
Kia ora koutou. We are suddenly half through the term and
it has been a pretty exciting term so far. The major highlight
recently was our school camp at Borland Lodge in Fiordland
which we had planned and looked forward to for a while. The
weather was perfect and the kids loved every minute of the various adventures we enjoyed. A special treat was a big day out on
Doubtful Sound, with some decent waves out in the Tasman Sea
and some clusters of Fiordland Crested penguins being
memorable moments.
Our hike from Borland Saddle was also a highlight. Our hike took
us up into a mountainous wonderland beyond the tree line which
was a thrill for everyone, with spectacular views in every direction. Being a hot day we didn’t need any encouragement to get
into the crispy water of the tarn when we stopped for the best
picnic lunch ever! Our junior teina were amazing and tackled all
of the hiking and adventures with spirit and the senior tuakana
were awesome big buddies throughout the week. The adult camp

helpers were also all amazing and helped make this one of our
very best camps.
On our return we thoroughly enjoyed our work with Anya and
Aroha as part of the Artist in Residence programme. Thanks
again to the West Harbour Arts Charitable Trust for providing
these very cool experiences for the kids.
Any queries about Pūrākaunui School please call the office on
Tim Cook Principal
4821026 .

Anne Turvey - Obituary
What an amazing woman,
to be able to call a friend.
So entertaining all the time,
and very sharp until the end.
We used to put the world to rights, with lots of laughs doing it.
I learnt of many things, She was someone with true grit.
Always greeted me with a smile, and enjoyed talking about
life. I think she was a great Sister, a wise Mother and a
wonderful Wife.
Just such a busy person and helpful to so many,
There wasn't a topic we didn't cover, 'least I can't think of any.
"we have all lost by her passing"

Pamela Mae
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@Port Library & Service
Centre
Beamafilm - Beamafilm is Australasia’s most
innovative movie streaming platform. Library members
can enjoy unlimited free access to Beamafilm using a
library card. Go to dunedinlibraries.govt.nz/digitallibrary to find out more.
Kids Summer Reading Challenge - Get ready for this
year’s summer reading programme, starting Wednesday
1st of December. Register online or visit Port Chalmers
Library, set your reading goal and pick up your Summer
Reading Programme.
DCC Service Centre - At Port Chalmers Library and
Service Centre, pay your DCC parking fines, rates and
dog registrations. Pick up DCC rubbish bags, dog bags,
75+ parking permits, rates rebate forms, Bee Cards and
more!
Book Bags
If you are unwell or can temporarily not get to the library,
we can help with a free bag of books. Call 472 7583 for
more information.
NO MORE LIBRARY FINES
Charges for overdue library books are a thing of the
past. Dunedin Public Libraries are no longer charging for
overdue items. All historic debt will be waived. We hope
this will encourage people to borrow more books and
use their local libraries. We are open normal library
hours during level 2
Saturday 11am - 2pm
DCC Service Centre Open
Mon – Wed & Fri 9.30am – 5.30pm
Thursday 9.30am – 8pm
Ainslie and the Team at Port Chalmers Library

Longbeach Amenities Society
The Long Beach Amenities group are re-printing
“The Misty Cliffs”. Notices will be posted on media and
locally, also our Holiday Programme which everyone is
welcome to attend. In the meantime we wish everyone
all the best for the coming season and take care, on
behalf of the Longbeach Amenities Society.
Edna Wheeler, vice president.
Port Chalmers Rowing Club
Rowers from the Port Chalmers United Rowing Club
headed off to the Masters Nationals Championships in
Twizel on 28 October. Originally scheduled for 17
September, COVID forced the postponement to October. The addition of a few weeks could have seen a few
extra training sessions, instead the north easterly
reared its ugly head and scuppered most plans for onwater training.
However, the water on Lake Ruataniwha promised to
be flat and it did deliver. Day one saw the usual fog over
the lake, but rather than burning off, rain set in and this
made for a damp day. Day two was warm and calm but
a late finish saw the truck depart Twizel around 6:30pm,
a very tired crew arriving home in the dark.
Our rowers – Faye Forgie, Ross Johnston, Jan Brosnahan, Robyn Cameron, Michelle Simpson, Ali Howlett,
Judith Turner, Corinne Sullivan and Judit Varadi came
home with a bag full of medals. A lot of fun was had off
the water as well as between the buoys.
It was Ross’s introduction to racing, kudos to Ross for
making his first race a national event, teaming up with
Faye in the mixed double. It was great to have Judit
and Corinne’s families along, hopefully these are the
future generations of rowing.
Port Chalmers Rowing Club continued on page 16

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022

10 Questions…with Rachel McGregor

►

Each month we ask a West Harbour personality to answer the same ten
questions.
This month is Rachel McGregor (right).
Rachel is owner/operator of Port To Port
cruises and Wildlife Tours, which she
started in 2008. The majority of what she
does is ferry trips across the harbour to
Quarantine Island and Portobello, school
holiday adventures for children, small
group wildlife and harbour cruises.
Rachel also works for Maritime New
Zealand as an on-call oil skimmer barge
skipper, for marine oil spill response
work and training exercises. Rachel tells
The Rothesay News that she also
teaches Pilates and Yoga classes in Port Chalmers and Dunedin in the
few moments when she is not on boats.
Her hobbies are her jobs as there are not many moments when she is not
either on a yoga mat or on a boat and loving every second of it!
She moved to Port Chalmers in 2007 and has since based herself
between Sawyers Bay and Karitane depending on what work she has got
on at the time. Her son Ashley (9) (above) attends Sawyers Bay School.
Her partner lives in Central Otago and is a farmer so Rachel said she
bounces between the three locations a bit.
Q. If you had the chance which three people (dead or alive) would you
invite for dinner?
A.My (late) dad, my partners (late) dad, my partner Ben (he's still very
much alive!) I’d love them to all meet each other.
Q. What are your three favourite movies?
A. Its been a long time since I’ve sat down and watched a movie! I couldn’t
name many but the most recent one I watched was The Octopus Teacher,
which was great. I could definitely watch that again. The Life Of Brian is
pretty funny. A childhood favourite was the old version of Charlie and The
Chocolate factory. That probably shows how little I watch movies!
Q. What was your first car and if money was no object what car would you
like to buy?
A.First car I had was at 16 and was a beat up Holden Commodore. I
bought it for a friend who couldn’t afford it at the time. I drove it around
until he bought it off me. Toyotas are my go to. Landcruisers are probably
my favourite. If I wanted to get silly with money I’d get some sort of old
Chevy ute.
Q. If you were to face the guillotine in the morning, what would you choose
as your last meal?
A. Red wine and a really cheesy pizza. With Banoffi pie for dessert.
Q. Which three countries would you most like to visit?
A. I was born in Canada and would love to take my partner Ben and our
boys with me to Vancouver Island, Canada. Mexico to see my mothers,
family that I haven’t seen in around 30 years. And Switzerland as I’ve
never been to Europe.
.
Q. When you were at school can you remember what you first wanted to
be when you grew up?
A. A Vet, I knew I liked animals but I didn’t know there were other options.
Q. What do you think is the most useful invention of all time?
A. .I can think of a few inventions that are genius and old fashioned. But
the one I couldn’t do without, for running the business is a laptop and
internet.
Q. What is the best book you have read?
A.This is in the same category as movies! Its been a long time since I read
a book! I don’t think I could name my favourite one! But I do like biographies and books on local history and I browse the Professional Skippers
magazine. You won’t catch me watching or reading science fiction!
A.If you had a time machine where in the past or future would you go?
A.It would be fascinating to observe from the time machine, the first meetings of the Europeans and early Maori in the local area and the Wellers
Rock Whaling station in action.
Q. If you had to spend one month on a desert island name three things you
would take along?
A.Wine, a yoga mat, some music and a decent speaker to play it on.
Ange McErlane
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Thank you Brian.
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West Harbour
Community Board
9 February 2022
at 5.30pm
Meetings commence at 5.30pm and
are held in the Rolfe Meeting Room,
Port Chalmers Town Hall and Service
Centre. If you have issues that you
would like to raise at the Boards public
forum, please phone Wendy Collard
4774000..
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P R O F I L E
One Special Lady continued from page 1

“The second year of
business when I was
off the dredge I learned a lot
and did much more myself.
Then when Covid hit I got
even smarter and it was my
best and most enjoyable
year. It is less stressful, the
working day has halved and
I do everything myself.”
“If not financially, Covid has
been my best year mentally
and most valuable in what I
have learned. Now I feel I
really know what I am doing with my business and where I am
Neville Idour
going.”

First Steamer Immigrants to Port Chalmers
Such was the press of immigrants to New Zealand in the early
1870s that in 1873 the New Zealand Shipping Company chartered
the steamer Mongol, which was the first full-powered steamship of
any size seen in New Zealand. She was a brand new vessel of
2,260 tons, 300 feet long and 35 feet wide, built in Glasgow for a
service to New York. She was fitted with compound engines but
also carried three masts with a good spread of canvas, which
were put to good use in the westerly latitudes. She sailed from
Plymouth on 23 December 1873 with 313 emigrants, 125 of whom
were children, called at Cape Town to replenish her bunkers and
reached Port Chalmers on 13 February 1874 having taken just
fifty-one days.
There was much
sickness on
board: Ninety-six
cases of measles
and scarlet fever
resulting in sixteen deaths. One
couple lost all
three children and
two others lost
two; only one
Photo: Mongol, Port Chalmers Museum Maritime Collection
adult died.
Over 150 of the emigrants were agricultural labourers recruited
by Methodist preacher Christopher Holloway, chairman of the
Oxford District of the National Union. The reputation of New Zealand was high and favorable reports had been received from those
who had come out earlier.
Holloway had no difficulty recruiting 327 emigrants who were
split between the Mongol and the sailing ship Scimitar.
Holloway himself travelled in the saloon of the Mongol, along with
the Rev. H.M. Kennedy, curate of Toughboyne in Ireland, who
acted as her chaplain. He was one of several people to keep a full
diary of the voyage.
It was apparent from the first day at sea that the disease, as well
as, measles, had been taken on board. There were fifty cases of
measles in four weeks and two infants died before 9 January
1874. It was possible to isolate the cases of scarlet fever among
the single women and a few families but after no new cases appeared this was relaxed and a school restarted. When the ship
reached Port Chalmers all the steerage passengers were sent to
Quarantine Island though only 14 were actually booked to Otago;
most were going to Canterbury. Mary Jane Johnson was sickening with scarlet fever. Her two sisters had died during the voyage
and she passed away shortly after landing on Quarantine Island.
A few days later the Rev. Kennedy recorded the following
incident: “One of the quarter-masters (W), a hard,
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knew him well; it was he who sewed up the dead bodies
and held the plank from which they were committed to
the deep. A grim looking man he was, and, I thought,
quite callous;
and it appeared
strange to me
that the children
liked him and
called him
‘uncle’.
On this occasion he looked
quite changed,
his usually harsh
voice was soft
and low and his
Photo: Port Chalmers Museum Maritime Collection
face kind and
gentle; he asked about the little girl that had died on
the island. ‘Was it,’ said he, ‘her as used to wear a red
cloak and call me “uncle”, with black eyes and hair?’ I
told him that it was. ‘Ah! Poor lassie, I am sorry for her,’
said he, ‘and then continued, ‘But I’m glad she didn’t
die on board.’ On asking why he said ‘Well you see, at
first the children didn’t like me because ‘twas I buried
them, and the little lass caught hold of my hand one
day after her sister had died, and asked me would I
throw her into the sea too if she died, and then began
to cry, and said “Uncle, sure you won’t throw me over.”
‘So,’ said he, I promised her I would not, neither I would,
and yet you know, as with the rest, somebody should do
it, and ‘twas my duty; I carried them in my arms as gently as their own mothers could, and wrapped the Union
Jack about them so softly that if they were asleep they
would not feel me - now didn’t I? But,’ said he abruptly,
‘ this is no way for me to talk. I am glad, though, the
lassie didn’t die on board-that’s all,’ and then he went
off without giving me time to say a word.”
[From Rollo Arnold: The Farthest Promised Land.]

Sadly that was not the end of the story for three-year old Ada
Johnson who also died on the island leaving her parents with only
one surviving daughter. They were obviously made of stern stuff
for in New Zealand they had four more daughters and two sons.
Joseph and Louisa Johnson began life in New Zealand living in
Careys Bay and were soon able to buy their own farm in Taranaki.
The Mongol carried its own steam launch and both Holloway and
Kennedy used her to visit the emigrants on the island. Incidentally
there were 26 deaths from the same causes on board the Scimitar
which reached Port Chalmers on 4 March 1874, seventy-one days
from Plymouth (a record that stood for 25 years). The condition of
the emigration barracks at Plymouth came in for much criticism.
Ian Church

Port Chalmers Rowing Club continued from page 14

Coach Ray Sinclair was kept busy trying to watch his rowers
compete. COVID restrictions dictated that there were no
spectators allowed in front of the complex, rowers were
placed in roped-off zones in the boat park and other changes
created a slight challenge, but we were grateful the regatta was
run.
All going well, we will head to Lake Karapiro next
September, where some of our rowers are already eyeing up
national titles. Our concrete boat ramp becomes a hazard when
moss builds up every three weeks and we enthusiastically take to
the ramp with our trusty water blaster. Unfortunately the water
blaster failed recently but Port Otago came to our rescue and we
now sport a very flash model, which also works faster. Thanks to
Port Otago for your continued support.

weather-beaten old sailor, came up to me very quietly. I
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