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Chairperson’s Report June 2020 
 

2020 marks 31 years of publishing for The Rothesay News, a great achievement, not only for the present committee, 
but also for those who have served previously and have contributed to the continuation of our newspaper.  
 

2020 has also been a most remarkable year of change, so we are pleased that the April/May/June issues could be 
printed and distributed. The Rothesay News website: www.therothesaynews.org.nz has back copies of each edition, so 
check it out and send a copy to a friend! 
  

The committee has reprinted ‘Dusting Off - West Harbour … the first 150 years.’ This is a most popular edition which 
makes a lovely present or just to have as a memento. Please contact Nola Broere 472 8907 to purchase a copy. 
 

Many thanks go to our committee for their tireless contributions throughout another successful year, with singular men-
tion to Ange McErlane and Nola Broere for their great work. Appreciation is also extended to Mark Stewart for his time 
spent maintaining The Rothesay News website. Gratitude to our advertisers is given and knowing your support en-
ables us to keep publishing is acknowledged.   

As a result of the changes occurring this year, there is a return to the community and shopping/supporting local busi-
nesses. There are many eclectic and interesting shops on the West Harbour – tell your friends and family to come and 
visit, or even better, come for the day, lunch is available at one of the cafes and at Carey’s Bay Historic Hotel. The har-
bour views are spectacular, from Ravensbourne to Aramoana and there is plenty to see and experience. We look for-
ward to meeting you!                                                                                                Jan Faris, Chairperson, The Rothesay News   
 
Obituary – Ian Coutts 
Ian was a founding member of The Rothesay News, being part of a special group who progressed the beginnings of 
the Ravensbourne School newsletter into the newspaper we have today. 
Holding various committee roles, Ian was Treasurer for a long period of time. He was extremely conscientious and dili-
gent, ensuring The Rothesay News finances were always perfect and executed in a timely fashion. 
 

A well-respected member of the committee, Ian gave freely of his time and could always be relied upon to bring hu-
mour and a positive focus into the committee environment. He was also actively involved with other community roles. 
The Rothesay News committee conveys their sympathies to Ian’s family and also for the loss of a kindred ‘community 
volunteer.’                                                                                                              Jan Faris, Chairperson The Rothesay News   
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  This Issue 
St Leonards School - the country school in the city 
 

Kia ora koutou. As I write, New Zealand has been declared Coronavirus free and we are back to Alert 
level 1. This is due to everyone doing their bit, which includes our wonderful teachers who supported 
and educated our students throughout the alert levels. Our small school ensures that all of the children 
have close supportive relationships with the teachers which significantly helped the children remain 
engaged in their learning during a very stressful time. 
 

Just before lockdown, the senior children attended their annual school camp. The juniors had an in 
school camp with lots of activities. The seniors went to the Waihola Christian Youth camp and had lots 
of activities and challenges. They were introduced to Geocaching, had fun trying out Archery, obstacle 
courses, zip-lining, Kayaking on lake Waihola (right), nature 
walks at Taieri mouth, lots of time playing together and sing-
ing songs around the campfire. We were so lucky to be able 
to have this before everything turned upside down! 
 

We asked our school community about the good things that 
happened during lockdown, with the aim of incorporating 
these positives into our schools education plan. The children 
have learned to become more self-directed and motivated and 
so we are now implementing whole day self-motivated pas-
sion projects every two weeks, which incorporate all aspects 
of the school curriculum. These projects have so far included 
Volcanoes, Red-billed gulls, Britannic, How does the shell 
grow on the egg? All about Lego to name but a few.             
                                         Jo Wilson, Principal, St Leonards School 
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Harbour Physio Matters  
 

Did you know you do not need a referral to see a 
physiotherapist?   

Whether you have a new injury or an ache or pain that is 
affecting your function, physiotherapy can help. You do not 
require a referral for private or ACC subsidized treatment. 
Your physiotherapist can lodge a claim with ACC for any 
recent injury. This does not require an appointment with 
your GP first. However, your GP may recommend physio-
therapy and can assist in this process.  
 

ACC will require detailed information about how you injured 
yourself including date, time, and the mechanism of injury. 
If there was a specific incident, ACC will more than likely 
assist in treatment costs. Should you require further medi-
cal intervention or investigation your physiotherapist can 
refer onwards for X-ray and Ultrasound scans. For signifi-
cant injuries, a specialist review may be indicated or further 
assessment from other specialities i.e. a hand therapist.  
 

ACC do not cover illness or medical conditions associated 
with the normal aging process. In this case your physio-
therapist would recommend private treatment options. If 
the cost is a barrier, you can be referred for outpatient pub-
lic physiotherapy. This option will require your GP to pro-
vide a referral as there is often a waitlist for this service 
 

Contact: harbourphysio@gmail.com, 027 631 0476 or 
 www.facebook.com/harbourphysio for further information. 
                                                                   Krystal Cameron 
                                                                                     

Real Estate on The Port Line 
 

I can be contacted in a number of ways: mobile number is 
0275 609 819 www.facebook.com/hamishsellshouses or e-
mail Hamish@cutlers.co.nz the office number is 467 7277.  
Have a great month.                                                     Hamish 
                                                                                  
                                                                                              

  

WHAT’S ON…?    

Port Chalmers Community Market, 19th July (every 
third Sunday) 10am - 1.30pm, George Street, opposite 
4Square Supermarket. Organic produce, local food, 
craft, music and lots more. 
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The Rothesay News  
August 2020 Issue 

COPY DEADLINE  
is the 12th July for the  

August 2020 issue.  
Please make sure you have your 
activities and events with dates, 

times, location and any other  
information,  

in by the deadline.  
 Forward your stories, recipes,  
photos, news and upcoming 

events, or if you have not received 
the Rothesay News to: 

 editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com 

 
OPEN:  
 

Mon-Wed  
8.30am - 3pm 
Thurs & Fri 
 8.30am - late 
Sat 9am - late 
Sun 9am - 8.30pm 
   

 

            Thurs Night 
Pizza night  

 

Buy 1 get another 
half price (same 

or lesser price) 
Dine in  

or takeaway 

   
 

Keeping in touch 
 
Didn't we do well, 
being shut in at home. 
I do hope that everyone, 
did not feel alone. 
 
What ,with the dog walkers, 
and bikes coming out. 
All smiling and waving, 
and giving a shout. 
 
So lets keep an eye, 
out for one another. 
Break out of our bubbles, 
greet neighbour, friend and 
brother. 
 
Reach out and touch somebody's 
hand, make this a better place, 
now we can. 
 
Pamela Mae 
 
 

West Harbour Emergency Response Group 
 

Get your Household Ready 
Being prepared is your motto in an emergency. What would 
you do if phone and or internet lines were down? How 
would you keep in touch, arrange to meet up or find out 
what is going on? Do you have a radio? 
In most emergencies it’s best to stay at home, so make 
your home your meeting place and have an alternative in 
case you can’t get there. Ask your local schools what their 
plans look like. If some houses, streets and neighbour-
hoods are not safe to stay in and you need to leave home 
in a hurry, head to safety.  
In Port Chalmers the Town Hall will be unlocked for emer-
gency shelter as will Iona Church and the Pioneer Hall if 
necessary. Make plans now for your family, pets and live-
stock and talk to your neighbours too. 
 

What if the power was out for days? How would you cook?  
Boil water? Keep warm? Power cuts could affect Eftpos/
ATM machines, so have some cash at home and enough 
supplies to see you through for at least three days or more. 
Have you remembered to fill up containers of water? If you 
have a chest freezer you can always keep some in there to 
because in a power cut they will help keep your freezer 
cool for longer. Hope for the best and prepare for the worst. 
.                                                                          Jacque Ruston 

FROM THE CHEF…This recipe comes from The Wild Fennel 
Co located at 23 George Street, Port Chalmers. 
 
 

Spicy Roast Parsnips with Aioli Dip 
Parsnips are perfect in winter and what better way to eat them than 
roasted with the warmth of a spicy Caribbean-style seasoning to 
remind us that despite this bitter cold, summer is never too far 
away! This recipe is great as a side dish to accompany your fa-
vourite fish or meat recipe, or as a tasty 
snack on its own.  
 
Ingredients 
 
1kg parsnips 
10g Wild Fennel Co white fish seasoning  
(1/3 sachet) 
Olive oil (drizzle) 
300g mayonnaise 
 
Method 
Preheat the oven to 200ºC. Peel the parsnips and trim off both 
ends. Cut them in to chunky sticks and toss in a large bowl with a 
healthy drizzle of olive oil and the 10g white fish seasoning. Place 
on roasting tray. Be sure to leave space around each parsnip to 
ensure an even roasting. 
Roast in the oven for 35 mins, turning occasionally until golden and 
tender. 
Serve with an aioli for dipping. 
 

WHAT’S ON…?    

Sawyers Bay Garden Club AGM - Saturday 18th 
July, 1.45pm at Emmanuel Church Hall, Sawyers 
Bay, all welcome. 
 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF PORT CHALMERS Sunday  
Services: all at Emmanuel Church, Sawyers Bay @ 
10 am. 
 

Steady as You Go, resumes Wednesday 8th of 
July, Port Chalmers Town Hall. 
 
 

Pea Sea Art Exhibition (AUGUST 2-22nd): 
WAYNE SEYB opening Sunday 2nd, 5-7pm 
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Loyal Careys Bay Winter Series 2020 
 

Race    Day           Date            Start 
4           Sunday       5th July          1330hrs 
5           Sunday       19th July        1330hrs 
6           Sunday       2nd August     1300hrs 
7           Sunday       16th August    1230hrs 

Halo Project 
West Harbour Predator Control 
From July onward, the Halo Project 
Team will start predator control opera-

tions in West Harbour residential areas, from Roseneath to 
Ravensbourne.  
Our aim is to reduce and maintain low possum and mus-
telid numbers (stoats, ferrets, weasels) to give native plants 
and animals the opportunity to thrive.  
 

What will we be doing in your area? 
We are placing non-toxic chew cards in bushy reserves in 
your area, to find out which pests are present and how 
abundant they are, so we can target control where it’s 
needed. Deploying chew cards in likely pest habitat before 
and after pest control helps us measure how successful our 
pest control is.   

 

We will be distributing chew cards and 
information about how to get involved, 
to residents in stages over the coming 
months, as we work our way from 
Roseneath to Ravensbourne. We’ll be 
offering our popular ‘host a possum 
trap’ scheme, and discounted rat traps 
for residential backyards. We provide 
training and ongoing support for every-
one who wants to be involved in trap-
ping 
 

Want to start trapping? Already 
trapping? 
There are lots of reasons to trap pests 
in your backyard: to protect your fruit 

trees and vege garden, to keep your chickens safe, or to 
bring back birds and lizards.  
If you live in West Harbour and are keen to get involved, 
are already trapping, or wish to find out more, please con-
tact us on Ph 022 026 2115, (03) 395 9753, email 
i n fo@ha lop ro jec t .o rg .nz ,  o r  Facebook .com /
halobeyondorokonui/.                             The Halo Project Team  
 
 
 

Non toxic chew 
card; plastic core 
flute filled with 
hypoallergenic 
peanut butter 
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Pūrākaunui School   
 

 We have had a nice month here at school, bask-
ing in all the lovely late autumn weather. We have 

only needed one or two fires, which are always a cosy treat 
on chilly days. The children have all been working hard in 
the classroom and have definitely been enjoying being back 
together. At playtime the children have been having some 
great fun with hut building which always involves some im-
pressive collaborative efforts. Another fun activity we have 
been enjoying has been parkour, where we put an assort-
ment of our gymnastics and PE equipment together to make 
a circuit / exercise trail.   
 

We have also been treated to a visit from a Lego robot 
called Vernie. Vernie was able to demonstrate some impres-
sive movements and skills thanks to the coding skills of the 
children.  It is always really cool to see this sort of technol-
ogy in action. The kids all had lots of questions about Vernie. 
     

With Matariki approaching the children have been busy put-
ting together a dance in preparation to perform at our end of 
term mid-winter community assembly and shared meal. We 
will also be making lanterns to celebrate Matariki and winter 
solstice.   

Our Little Pipi’s playgroup is back together on Thursday 
mornings. A real treat for the Little Pipis recently were some 
horse rides on an Icelandic pony belonging to a Little Pipi! 
Any queries about Pūrākaunui School please call the office 
on 4821026.                                                 Tim Cook, Principal 

 

St Leonards Playcentre  
We are enjoying being back to our routine of Monday and Thurs-
day morning sessions. Its wonderful to reconnect with friends big 
and small and welcome our new members.  
 

One of the many great activities Playcentre has to offer is Carpen-
try/Tarai Rakau and we are lucky to have a woodwork room at our 
centre. Through carpentry, children can discover and develop 
different ways to be creative and expressive, gain confidence and 
learn fine motor skills through the use of tools. They can experi-
ment and learn problem solving, understanding length, size, bal-
ance and force and practise sharing and cooperating with others. 
 

Recently, Douglas, aged 3 made a ‘window’ from ice-cream 
sticks. He worked hard hammering in the nails to join up each 
side. It wasn’t easy - the sticks jiggled around as he hammered, 

but he stuck at it and completed his 
task. Nice work Doug. 
 

William, aged 4, created a character 
(left) with screws for its eyes and 
nose, multi coloured hair and big 
crayon smiley mouth. He drilled holes 
with a hand drill before screwing in the 
screws with the square head screw 
driver. He was proud of his efforts. 
 

If anyone has any off-cuts suitable for 
woodwork they would be willing to 
donate, we would love to hear from 
you: Antonia 021762667. 
 
 

Come and Visit! 
St Leonards Playcentre is open on Monday and Thursday 9.30-
12.30 every week, except in school holidays. Come and meet our 
friendly parents and children and learn how playcentre is run. En-
joy our great activities, toys and resources for your children, 
grandchildren or homebased care tamariki. Ages 0-6. Everyone 
welcome and the first 3 sessions are free. Pop in and say hi. For 
more information please contact: stleonards@playcentre.org.nz                
                                                                        Antonia Wood     

Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute. 
 

We met Thursday 11 June at the Galley (due to the fact that 
the Town Hall was being renovated) for our first meeting 
after the Covid 19 Lockdown. We were all pleased to social-
ise and catch up with each other. There were 15 members 
present. After catching up on business we enjoyed a lovely 
afternoon tea. The raffle supplied by Betty Melville was won 
by Mary Inglis. Our first full meeting is on 9 July @ 1.30 
pm.                      Mary Inglis 



 

                                                           

 

6                                                                                 The Rothesay News                                                July 2020 

Trade & Services Directory 

47 George Street  
Port Chalmers Ph: 472 8026  

 

General Practice 
 

 Welcoming new patients 
Under 14yr old free for enrolled patients 

GOLD & SILVER 
 

I buy any gold and silver, 
in any form. Unwanted or  
broken jewellery, chains 
and watches, coins and 

bars etc. 
 

Local buyer, fair 
prices.  

 

Phone: Alexander  
027 367 8863 

HARBOUR  HEALTH  PORT CHALMERS LTD 

Port to Port Cruises  
& Wildlife Tours 

 

When we return… 
● Ferry to Portobello 
● Cycle Ferry to  
 Dunedin 
● Private family mini 
tours 
02041624250 

www.porttoport.co.nz 



 

                          
                                 

     Trade & Services Directory 

HAFSLUND  
 UPHOLSTERY 

 

Antique Specialist 
 

Recovery and Repairs on all household                      
and office furniture 

   62 George St, Port Chalmers 

Free  quotes Ph: 472 8554  
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Affordable Accounting Services 
 

- Small business set up 
- Annual accounts 
- Taxation advice 

- GST returns 
- Migrant tax issues – UK 

 
P (03) 471 0767  M 027 338 8307 
E phillip@cowleyaccounting.co.nz 

Phillip Cowley 
Chartered Accountant 

TJ’s Flooring 
Todd & Matt Donovan 

 
Your local floor Specialists 

Carpet Tiles, Cork, Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 
 

All floor 
preparation 

 

Polished 
floors a  

specialty                      
(see Pioneer Hall) 

 

 
 

38 Grey St, Port Chalmers 
 

Todd 0276 477583 or Matt 0275 309945 

Open late night Thursday  &  Open Saturday morning 





 

9 p
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Backyard Medicine  
Are you being nice to yourself? I trust you are, it 
really is the only way to be. And nobody but you 

knows your own definition of being nice to yourself - remem-
ber that! You are the only one in there. 
Winter is here! This month some tips to help get you through 
the hibernation. 
 

An evening drink, Golden Milk is wonderful for the immune 
system, and will help with going to sleep.  
 Golden Milk  for 2 is: 2 cups of milk of your choice,  1 
teaspoon  Turmeric, 1 teaspoon cinnamon,  a pinch of 
black pepper, 1/4 teaspoon ground Ginger or a small piece 
of fresh. You can pop in a wee pinch of cayenne if you like 
and some honey or Maple Syrup.  Whiz this all up in your 
blender, then  simmer for 3-5 minutes. 
  

Smoothies for immune system support? Pick and choose 
from this list. 
  

Blueberries, or mixed berries, spirulina or Waihi Bush Flax 
fibre Balancing Greens or LSA powder, plain yoghurt or 
coconut yoghurt, all kinds of greens - spinach, kale, rocket, 
mustard greens. Probably best to not put the last 2 in with 
berries. 
 

Make sure you are getting enough Vitamin D too, we’re not 
seeing much sun in the winter, and you don’t want to be 
having SAD (seasonal affective disorder). 1000 - 3000 IU 
daily is quite safe, but do get your bloods done if you are 
unsure, because you can have too much of a good thing! 
                                                       Francisca Griffin, Naturopath    

 

Pioneer Hall 
 

T h e  P i o n e e r  H a l l  i s  o p e n  a g a i n ! 
After the disruption of the past couple of months the 
Pioneer Hall is open and available for hire! 

 
A huge thank you to all of the Hall users who were patient with us 
during the shut down, and also a huge thanks to all y’all coming 
back to the Hall after the break. 
 
There is so many things happening at the Hall these days! Yoga 
on Monday nights and Thursday mornings, Pilates on a Tuesday 
night, and after school yoga after school on Fridays. Plus there 
are dance events, band practices, private parties and gigs coming 
up. 
 
Food Share 
I know a lot of our community members are interested to know if 
we will be able to resume offering this service; in short we’re not 
sure yet. 
There was significant disruption to the service over the course of 
the Covid shutdown, and as with most everything, a re-
examination of how this service operates and its sustained viabil-
ity moving forward.  
The Hall would certainly like to be able to offer this to those that 
need it, and as soon as we know something, we’ll let you all know 
as well; in the mean time we’ll try to keep in touch on facebook, 
and also if we have your cellphone number and the service is on, 
we’ll endeavour to let you know. 
 
Pioneer Hall is holding it's AGM on the 28th of July at 6pm, all 
welcome. 
 
Available for hire! 
If you want to hire the hall, or just to find out more please call or 
text anytime on 022 369 6807, email the hall at pcpioneer-
hall@gmail.com, or contact the facebook page. 
                                                                                                   Chris Armstrong 
 
                                                                                                               
                                                                 

Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua 
 

Kia ora koutou     
In early June, we started to get back to our usual 
activities, and welcomed the return of visitors and 

volunteers to the island. Weed control, planting, and car-
ing for native seedlings have been high up on our priori-
ties, and we have held some working bees. 
 

The Lodge has been open for small group bookings again 
for those choosing an overnight stay or a holiday/break or 
retreat for family, friends or work colleagues. Day visitors 
are also welcome and we ask that you follow our guidelines 
whilst others are staying in the Lodge. See our website for 
details about any restrictions, and we will update these in 
keeping with the Government’s guidelines. 
 

For our next Community Open Day, or for Volunteer Op-
portunities see our ‘new’ website:  
quarantineisland@.org.nz or facebook page for updates 
and details of events.  
 

If you’d like to get involved, arrange a visit or stay on the 
island, for a school ‘camp’, or workshop venue, you can con-
tact Dries Van den Broeck, Keeper, on 03-478-0874 or email 
quarantineisland@gmail.com                            Claire Hagglund 
.                   
 

 
 

 

 

T S. Nimrod Navy Cadets  
 

A very unusual term is nearly at its 
end. We started off Term 2 in lockdown, and since then 

we’ve all gone back to school and have started to fall back into a 
routine. Holding our weekly parade nights has posed some 
unique challenges, as there is a fairly short limit to what you can 
do over video call. Nonetheless, we have done our best and a 
combination of challenges and competitions during the week and 
quizzes on parade nights have ensured we keep learning.  
 

While I for one am looking forward to Term 3 so we can meet 
back up in real life, it was handy not to have to worry about per-
fect uniform (and as it turns out, wearing pajamas under your 
uniform shirt is barely noticeable over video call!). 
 

Now that it is winter, we will be parading in the Pioneer Hall or 
some place similar, as it is far too cold at the boatshed. It looks to 
be a busy couple of months coming up. In the school holidays we 
have one cadet away on JNCO, which is a leadership course, 
and we have a number of cadets up for potential promotions. We 
are also looking to hold some winter camps around the Otago 
region, and possibly attend Top Squad, a competition held in 
Ashburton. During Term 3 itself we have plenty of activities lined 
up, including first aid, drill, navigation, sailing theory, knots, and 
many more. 
Contact us: ts.nimrod@cadetforces.org.nz or  
Facebook @tsnimrod                                  Petty Officer Olivia Goldsmith 
                                      
 

Winter Composting: the heat is in the centre of the pile! 
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Each month we ask a West 
Harbour personality to an-
swer the same ten questions.  
This month is Paul Hansen.  
“Four years ago, my girl-
friend done up and left me, 
my hoss died and my truck 
wouldn’t start… so he moved 
to Long Beach.” 
 

Country-music parodies over 
with, Paul feels moving to 
Long Beach is one of the 
best decisions he has ever 
made (by the way, he didn’t 
really have a hoss or a truck). Paul loves the North Coast (West 
Harbour). The beaches, the surf, the sea lions, the birds, the  
people, the solitude, the frosts, the Monterey cypresses 
(macrocarpas)… 
 

Paul tells the Rothesay News he’s a ‘dismal scientist’: a profes-
sor of Economics at the University of Otago, enrolling as a stu-
dent in 1984 and never really leaving, except for half-year stints 
(sabbaticals) living in Sweden, Israel and India.  
 

Paul was born and bred in Dunedin, his great-great grandparents 
on his mother’s side landed in Port Chalmers from the Blundell in 
1848 – one of the ‘first four ships’ to bring Scottish settlers to 
Otago. His Danish father arrived in Dunedin in the 1950s. 
 

As well as being an academic Economist, Paul helps organisa-
tions and individuals in NZ and around the world with their deci-
sion-making via the 1000minds software, which he co-invented. 
This work makes Paul extremely happy, because to quote from 
Napoleon who once said: “Nothing is more difficult, and therefore 
more precious, than to be able to decide.” Paul also likes surfing 
and beer. 
 

Q. If you had the chance which three people (dead or alive) 
would you invite for dinner? 
A. Yves Klein, Boris Johnson and Jesus (but can any of these 
guys cook? I can’t). 
 

Q. What are your three favourite movies? 
A. Lawrence of Arabia, The Shining, Dinner for Schmucks, from 
the sublime to the ridiculous.   

Q. What was your first car and if money was no object what car 
would you like to buy? 
A.First car was a red Mini! 1968 Pontiac GTO – classic muscle 
car! 
.  

Q. If you were to face the guillotine in the morning, what would 
you choose as your last meal? 
A.Steak, eggs and chips as a starter, followed by a curry and a 
dozen Emerson’s. I’d try to drag dinner out a bit. 
. 

Q. Which three countries would you most like to visit? 
A.USA (Homeland Security, lemme in!), Greenland, Xanadu. 
.  

Q. When you were at school can you remember what you first 
wanted to be when you grew up? 
A. An Archaeologist when I was at primary school and an Econo-
mist at high school. 
   

Q. What do you think is the most useful invention of all time? 
A. The Jandal. 
 

Q. What is the best book you have read? 
A. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë and I love the Kate Bush 
song and music video too. 
 

Q. If you had a time machine where in the past or future would 
you go? 
A.Back to 1947 Roswell when the aliens arrived (“We come in 
peace!” Yeah right). 
.  

Q. If you had to spend one month on a desert island name three 
things you would take along?  
A. Sunglasses, a corkscrew and a tattoo gun.         Ange McErlane 
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                            
           
                                     

10 Questions…with Paul Hansen  ► 

 

@Port Library & Service Centre 
 

Can’t make it to the library? Check out Dunedin Public 
Libraries digital library at:  

dunedinlibraries.govt.nz/digital-library 
Here are some of the great resources you can access free 

with your library card. 

Now we are at level 1 library and service centre hours are 
back to normal, 9.30am – 5.30pm Mon – Wed and Friday 

9.30am – 8pm late night Thursday 
DCC Service Centre (for DCC rates payments, dog 
registrations and more) 9.30am – 5.30pm Mon - Fri 

                               Ainslie and the Team at Port Chalmers Library 

Sawyers Bay Playcentre  
 

We are so happy to have returned to basic normality under 
Alert Level 1 and to have resumed our sessions – but we’ve 
taken some learning with us too.   
 

To fulfil some of the hygiene precautions required to open 
under Level 2, we put away a lot of the toys, so that there 
was less daily cleaning.   

What we found was really interesting, but perhaps not sur-
prising: with fewer resources available in different areas the 
children relied on their imaginations more. 
  

For example, in the shop play corner we tidied away most of 
the play food. Instead of selling baskets of wooden fruit and 
cakes, the children used their imaginations to come up with 
what they were selling – ice creams, fish and chips, dragon 
stew – anything they could think of. 
 

While we love our resources, we will try to remember this 
when setting up our play spaces and thinking about their 
learning. Less really is more, and children are so creative 
when they need to be. 
 

We have also welcomed some wonderful new families in the 
past few weeks, and one of our families has had a new baby 
who, at just a few weeks old, is already a playcentre child. 
 

Don’t forget we are open three mornings per week: Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursdays.   

We welcome visitors and new families – send us an email 
(sawyersbay@playcentre.org.nz) or just come along. 
                                                      Lisa Dick 

 

Dunedin Public Librarys 
App: 
For quick and easy access to 
your local library on the go! 
Search the Library catalogue. 
Place and manage holds. 
Renew items. 
Easy account access and 
linked accounts for the whole 
family. 
Available free from App store 
and from the Playstore. 
 
Story Box Library 
created for children to view 
stories by local authors and 
illustrators, being read 
aloud by fantastic, pre-
dominantly Australian and 
New Zealand, storytellers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beamafilm 
Stream hundreds of great 
movies and documentaries for 
free using your library card 
 

Who Else  Writes  Like...? 
and Who Next...? 
Who Else Writes Like...? is 
designed to answer the 
perennial question "I've read 
all the books by this author, 
who else writes like that?" 
 

Who Next..? is specially 
designed to help parents, 
teachers and librarians in 
encouraging children and 
young people to explore the 
world of reading. 
 
PressReader - You can 
register on PressReader with 
your library card to receive 
access to all of the magazines 
and newspapers in the 
PressReader database.  That 
sounds pretty great, doesn't 
it? 



 

                           

 
 

 

 
PHARMACY SNIPPETS - How to treat 
coughs and colds in children 

Children get colds - often up to ten times a year - and there is no 
specific treatment for the viruses that cause these infections, but 
there are things that you can do that will help to relieve some of 
the symptoms in your children. 

Ensure that your child is well hydrated. Keep giving them what-
ever fluids they normally drink, and make sure that water and 
other cool fluids are easily available if they are not breastfed.   

Nasal and chest congestion causes considerable distress as the 
nasal and air passages in children are smaller and easily blocked 
up by dried secretions.  This is particularly important in babies, 
as they breathe through their nose not their mouth, so the air 
flow must not be impeded by gummy nasal congestion.  Saline 
drops and sprays for older children are available and will moistur-
ise and soothe irritated nasal passages and help to flush out the 
nostrils. 

Treating fever and temperature with paracetamol is commonly 
advised.  Ensure that the dose you use is correct for the age and 
weight of your child, that they are not given a dose any more 
than four times in any 24 hour period, and no closer than every 
four hours.  It is helpful to store an accurate medicine measure 
with the paracetamol, so that you can measure out a correct 
dose to treat your child when they and you are tired and dis-
tressed, especially in the middle of the night. 

If your child is unable to be soothed by these treatments, if they 
are weak, their breath is whistling or wheezy, if they are tugging 
at their ear or their fever is not responding to treatment then see 
a doctor immediately.  Children get very sick very quickly, and 
they appear to recover quickly as well. 

If you are concerned about what to do if you or your children get 
a cold or of any symptoms that they may have, your community 
pharmacist can advise you of what is suitable, how to lessen any 
symptoms and the correct doses of any treatments that are ap-
propriate for you and your family.  .    

                                         The team at Port Chalmers Pharmacy 
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Port Chalmers Town Hall  

Complex.   
Weddings-Functions-

Meetings 
 

For any enquiries contact  
the Custodian   

 425 9821 or 021 222 8878 

Column sponsored by the  
West Harbour Community Board 

INFORMATION 

 

West Harbour  
Community Board   

 12 August 2020 
 

Meetings commence at 5.30pm and 
are held in the Rolfe Meeting Room, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall and Service 
Centre. If you have issues that you 
would like to raise at the Boards public 
forum, please phone Jennifer Lapham  
474 3363. 
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Beach Street.  
Ph. 474 3690 

Hours: 
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9.30am - 5.30pm 
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9.30am - 8.00pm 
Saturday 

11.00am - 2.00pm 
 

Service Centre hours: 
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For information on 
COVID-19  

(Novel Coronavirus) 
 

 

www.covid19.govt.nz 
 

 

Otago COVID-19  
Welfare Helpline  

 
0800 322 4000 

9am – 5pm 



 

    

                          

 

The Rothesay News is very dependent on the revenue generated by the adverts within our pages. Please endeavour whenever you can to support 
all the businesses that advertise with us and try to let them know that you saw their advert when you next visit their premises. 
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  A Grave Story — John Mill and Family 
 

The most impressive grave in the Port Chalmers cemeteries is 
the mausoleum of John Mill and his family. It covers four normal 
plots. Only in recent years has a plaque been added giving de-
tails of the four who are entombed there and other family mem-
bers. 
 
John Mill was born in Mark Inch, Scotland, in December 1841, 
went to sea as an apprentice aged 11 and arrived at Port 
Chalmers in the Sarah M on 31 December 1862.  He was three 
years with the pilot service, during which time he used the Har-
bour Department’s diving dress to recover the underwater moor-
ings at Oamaru and to refloat the hulk Thomas and Henry at 
Port Chalmers.  
 
He joined the stevedoring business of J.B. Robertson & Co., 
which he soon bought out. His partners in John Mill & Co., were 
Captains James Macfarlane and John Orkney and later Peter 
Shea and Carl Schumacher. The first years were a struggle but 
by 1875 he was able to build his first wool store on the Export 
Wharf and the following year he began to acquire shares in har-
bour lighters, coasters and coal-hulks. 
    

He also speculated in recovering wrecked ships or salvaging cargoes and fittings, such as re-
floating the Bengal in 1868, recovering the cargo of  the Bruce in 1875, refloating the City of 
Perth at Timaru in 1882, recovering the frozen meat from the Elginshire near Timaru in 1882 and 
salvaging items from the wrecked luxury yacht Ariadne near the Waitaki River mouth in 1901.    
By the end of the 1880s Mill was a large supplier of coal to ships, especially to the Union Steam 
Ship Company, and he opened branches at Oamaru, Dunedin, Bluff and Timaru. His business 
was incorporated on 26 October 1908.  
 
He was also a director of the Port Chalmers Dairy Factory Company and of the Portobello Rail-
way Ferry Co, as well as of several large companies in Dunedin, and he successfully invested in 
gold dredging.  John Mill married Mary Wilson, of Leuchars, Scotland on 14 August 1863 and 
they had five sons — James (1864), John (1866), David (1868), William (1872) and Thomas 
(1878) and two daughters — Jessie (1881) and Agnes Mary (1884). He had “Willowbank” built on 
municipal reserve land on Flagstaff Hill in 1876 and it was substantially added to, with a wing de-
signed by Basil Hooper, as his family (and wealth) grew.  
  
John began his public service on the Committee of Port Chalmers District High School from 1875 
and on the Otago Harbour Board from 1877 to 1885. He was three times Mayor of Port 
Chalmers, from 1897-99, 1901-2 and 1908-9. It was during his second term that he induced Cap-
tain R.F. Scott to bring the Discovery to Port Chalmers in 1901 with the offer of free coal. This 
was repeated with the Terra Nova in November 1910. In 1916 he was asked by the New Zealand 
Government to superintend the repairs to Ernest Shackleton’s ship Aurora.  
 

  Mill gave service to many other institutions including the Dunedin Hospital, the Odd fellows’, 
Freemasons’ and Foresters’ Lodges, the Port Chalmers Rowing Club, and the rugby, cricket, ten-
nis, bowls and golf clubs. In 1913 he was the founding president of the Port Chalmers Old Identi-
ties Society, now the Historical Society. He died on 14 August 1926; Mary died on 22 January 
1931 and their daughters Jessie in 1952 and Agnes at Auckland in 1970. The sons all died 
abroad: James in Sydney in 1931, John in Victoria in 1935, David in London in 1903, William in 
Manchester in 1926 and Thomas in Keswick, England, in 1941. The latter was awarded the 
CMG. and the CBE. for his  medical services in the First World War and afterwards became an 
ear, nose and throat specialist.                                                                                                    Ian Church  

             John Mill’s Headstone 




