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New Zealand Pony Club Young Coach of the Year 2021  

 

West Harbour Pony Club has been fortunate to have their head coach MacKenzie Sattler 
(right) awarded  the New Zealand Pony Club’s young Coach of the year 2021. This is a fantas-
tic achievement for MacKenzie and our wonderful local club. This award is given out to a young 
coach (under 25 years) who has been an exceptional coach and contributor to Pony Club New 
Zealand wide. 
  

The following is the citation that the West Harbour Pony Club provided with their nomination, 
which was successful for MacKenzie. 
 

West Harbour PC would like to nominate MacKenzie Sattler for young coach of the year. 
MacKenzie moved from Auckland to Dunedin to take up her university studies, bringing her 
horse with her. She transferred from Coatesville Pony Club to WHPC. Since joining our club as 
a senior rider MacKenzie has always been an enthusiastic helper, joining the committee in her 
2nd year. She began coaching the junior and intermediate groups soon after joining our club 
and has been our head coach for the last 2 seasons. 
We can always rely on her to be there at working bees, helping set up, judge or write for our 
pony club gymkhana, be our team coach and is always there to support and cheer on our  
riders. 
She has organised many theory sessions and helps riders through their certificates. Mackenzie 
has also been a West Harbour delegate for Dunedin District. She has managed to fit all this in between her law and science  
studies and working part time for a racing stables. 
Sadly this will be our last season with MacKenzie as she is in her final year of study. We would love to acknowledge her  
contribution to our club and Pony Club in general. 
 She has her B certificate.  I’m sure wherever MacKenzie moves to for work she will always be involved with Pony Cub. 
 

Congratulations MacKenzie!                                                                                         Alice Lloyd-Fitt, Secretary West Harbour Pony Club 

Memorial Benches 
How can you say in a few short sentences what Ruby and Wattie Marr and Charlotte and Fred Whipp meant to the Burkes St 
Leonards Boat Club. Wattie was a long time member and it was his idea to paint the shed pink! (probably left over from our 
house).  He loved sailing and also made some beautiful model yachts too. The local children used to sail them across the Burkes 
Lagoon.  Ruby wasn't that fussed on sailing but she 
always encouraged us kids.  

We weren't allowed to 
sprinkle her ashes on the 
water, she said she couldn't 
swim. 
She made the best scones 
for afters and as the oldest 
lifetime member she cut the 
ribbon on the opening of 
our new jetty. The jetty had 
been heavily sponsored by 
the local community as a 
''BUY A PLANK'' appeal at 
$20 a plank. Charlotte  
always supplied afters as 
well with spaghetti buns, 
mousetraps and cream 
cakes. 
Her various cream cakes were renowned in St Leonards.  Both mums sewed up many a sail. So...that 
only leaves Fred...Well he was always there to help his boys, advice given whether it was needed or 
not. (They do say some of the best sailors are on the shore) Plus he cleared away the seaweed clumps 
and his claim to fame was a wonderful garden. Stinky seaweed juice and all, but what veggies!  
R.I.P. to our wonderful parents. 
P.S. Do come visit us at the Boat Club, sit on the seats, enjoy the view. Join the Club, we'd love for you 
to join us. Just watch when crossing the line though!!!.   STOP ...LOOK...and  LISTEN…      Pamela Mae  
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Harbour Physio Matters: Noisy knees… 
What does it mean? 

A great illustration from 
(@honest_physio) demonstrat-
ing a concern that many clients 
have.  
There is a very common mis-
conception between pathology 
or injury within the knees and 
crepitus (the noise we hear). 
 

Crepitus of the knee is the pop-
ping or cracking sensation when 
bending or extending the knee. 
This may be quite alarming to 

hear but it is often air bubbles being released within the synovial 
fluid and can be a sign of a healthy well lubricated joint. 
 

A recent study with 1243 patients with knee pain followed people 
over 8 years also found that joint space narrowing on X-ray was 
not associated with progressing pain. 
Therefore, if your knees are noisy and you don’t have pain, there 
is no need to worry about them. However, if you do have any 
concerns and would like a thorough assessment, please contact 
your health professional. harbourphysio@gmail.com, 027 631 
0476 or www.facebook.com/harbourphysio           Krystal Cameron   

Real Estate on The Port Line 
 
 

I can be contacted in a number of ways: mobile number is 
0275 609 819 www.facebook.com/hamishsellshouses or e-
mail Hamish@cutlers.co.nz the office number is 467 7277.  
Have a great month.                                   Hamish McDonald 
                                                                                  
                                                                                              

Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute  
 

Our June meeting was our much anticipated Soup, Savouries 
and Sandwich lunch, held in the Chalmers Lounge of the Port 
Chalmers Town Hall.  
Invited friends and visitors from sister Institutes swelled our num-
bers to 25. After a welcome by President Karen we all enjoyed 
the warming food on a cold winters day.  
 

A very successful bottle auction was run by Betty and Irene.  
 

Competition Results:  
● Adult colouring picture; Glenys Whipp 1st. 
● 3 Kornie Biscuits: Betty Melville & Mary Inglis 1st =.  
● Roadside Gleanings: Mary Inglis                                 Mary Inglis  
                                                                                                            

 

 

Obey all signage on the highway and drive safely 
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The Rothesay News  
August 2021 Issue 

 

COPY DEADLINE  
is the 12th July for the  

August 2021 issue.  
Please make sure you have your 
activities and events with dates, 

times, location and any other  
information, in by the deadline.  
 Forward your stories, recipes,  

photos, news and upcoming events, 
or if you have not received the 

Rothesay News to: 
 editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com 

 OPEN:  
 

Mon-Thurs  
8.30am - 3pm 
Fri 
8.30am - late 
Sat 9am - late 
Sun 9am - 3.00pm 
   

 

             FROM THE CHEF…This recipe comes from Jo at Careys Bay  
Historic Hotel. 
 

Jo's Gorgeous Gluhwein (Hot Mulled Wine)  
 

To  make this hot mulled wine recipe you first need to make the 
extract, ideally this is made at least 48 hours in advance of drinking 
the mulled wine.  
 

Ingredients to make hot mulled wine extract  
1 litre of water 
2 lemons 
3 oranges 
10 cinnamon sticks 
5 cloves 
40g of fresh cut and crushed ginger 
5g of crushed cardamom pods 
2 star anise 
300g soft brown sugar 
300g white sugar syrup  
These ingredients and measures can 
be changed. If you would like more 
cinnamon throw it in. Love carda-
mom? add in some more. Want it 
sweeter? more brown sugar. I some-
times add in some honey, mixed 
spice or ground ginger depending on 
my mood.  
 

How to make hot mulled wine ex-
tract  
Cut the fruit into wedges and then put 
all of the ingredients into a big pot. 
Bring to the boil and then remove 
from the heat immediately, then put 
somewhere cool for 48 hours. 
Drain the mulled wine extract and 
bottle (keep in fridge).   

How to make hot mulled wine (per 
person)  
200mls of wine (any red wine- doesn't 
need to be a good one!) 30mls 
approx of mulled wine extract 
(depending on taste and strength of 
extract).  
Heat in a thick glass with a handle 
(old beer mugs are perfect) or a cof-
fee mug, for 2 minutes in the micro-
wave or you can use a clean coffee 
machine steam wand. If you are heat-
ing a larger batch for friends, put into 
a pot to heat but do not boil.  
Add sugar to taste - only if needed  
You can also add, whisky, port, rum, 
or cherry brandy to spice things up a 
bit! Serve the hot mulled wine with a 
slice of orange. Yum! Perfect for a 
mid-winter sip by the open fire.  

 

West Harbour Weekly 
Exercise Classes  

 

Steady as You Go in Port 
Chalmers. Falls prevention 
programme for Men and 
Women, simple leg exer-
cises. Port Chalmers Town 
Hall on Wednesdays at 
10:00am, only $3 per class.  
——————————————————————————–—————————- 

Yoga @ Port Chalmers 
Town Hall. Monday night 
from 8th February at 6 - 
7.30pm with Kathy $10 
casual, for information 
phone 021 084 14215, 
kathyharpur@gmail.com 
 
Yoga4Life Wednesday at 
10.00am with Lisa. Bring a 
yoga mat and a blanket. 
lisa@ocw.co.nz 027 437 0779.  
—————–————–——————————--- 

 
Steady as you Go - Falls 
prevention programme for 
Men and Women. Wednes-
day 1.30pm at McCurdy - 
Grimman Hall, Driver St 
Long Beach $3. For Info call 
Patsy 482 2518 or Ruth 482 
2283.  
————————————————————— 

 
Pilates with Hayley Davey .  
Thursday Morning 9.30 - 
10.30am @ the Pioneer Hall.  
For more information contact 
Hayley Davey, 021 183 5352 
hayleybeer@hotmail.com 
 
__________________________ 
 
Tai Chi - Fridays @ 10am, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall, 
Chalmers Lounge $3. Any 
queries contact Yvonne on 
472 8487. 
_______________________ 
Port Fit Express Workouts, 
Suits all fitness levels, 10 
classes, $100 per term. Enrol 
now. 
www.empowermefitness.co.nz 
________________________ 
 
Yoga at Ravensbourne Hall 
Thursdays 3.30 - 4.00pm 5-
12yrs. $10 class for $80 for 10 
week Term. Kate 0226908077 

Port Chalmers Volunteer Fire Brigade 
HELP US, HELP YOU  
 

Right now, we are raising funds 
for a new 4x4 support vehicle and 
garage. Often we can be on two 
calls at the same time. Please 
contact Chief Fire Officer Stephen 
Hill if you wish to support us email:  
stephen.hill@fireandemergency.nz   
cell: 027 2215142. Donations may be made di-
rectly into our Westpac fundraising account: Port 
Chalmers Volunteer Fire Brigade, 03-0905-
0078320-002. 
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Halo  
Project  

 
Responsible cat owners 
have happy and healthy 
cats.  
Happy and healthy cats are 
microchipped, neutered, 
well-fed and live indoors. 
We promote responsible 
cat ownership by providing 
subsidised microchips and 
cat registrations. A big 
thank you to Otago Poly-

technic School of Vet Nurs-
ing staff and students for 
their help micro-chipping 
cats. And a big thank you 
to VetLife Waikouaiti, who, 
for just $20, will microchip 
your pet cat and treat for 
fleas. While you’re there, 
talk to Wendy about neu-
tering your pet. Book your 
appointment with the team 
at:  
waikouaiti@vetlife.co.nz  
or ph 03 465 7613. 
 

We are now working to 
ensure cat neutering is 
affordable for everyone. It 
doesn’t take long for an 
unneutered pet cat to mate 
with a feral cat. Owners of 
male cats will never know 
that a litter of kittens are 
born and fending for them-
selves, eating our native 
birds to survive. Whilst 
owners of the female have 
to deal with up to 12 un-
wanted kittens! Find out 
more about responsible cat 
ownership on our website 
www.haloproject.org.nz/
predator-free. 
 

Winter rats and possums 
It’s possum breeding sea-
son: males are moving to 
find mates and juveniles 
are leaving their birth  
territories. Also in winter, 
when there is less food  
about, rats move indoors 
for food and shelter. 

We sell subsidised rat traps 
to people within our project 
area, and if you would like 
to host a possum trap but 
don’t have time to use it, 
we can also help. Please 
contact us on 022 026 
2115 or email 
 info@haloproject.org.nz. 
 

Source to Sea Field Team 
work and training 
 

Our all-new field team are 

out and about with training 
and preparing sites for 
planting at Heyward Point 
and Karitâne. They can’t 
wait to see the difference 
made by planting these 
wetland margins. 
 

If you want to know more 
about what we do, what 
we’ve achieved and what 
we’re planning? Subscribe 
to our newsletter by 
emailing: 
 info@haloproject.org.nz or 
view our new issue online 
at 
 www.haloproject.org.nz/
resources or /news 
pages, or follow us on: 
 w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
halobeyondorokonui/ 
 

The Halo Project Team   
 
 

Port  
Chalmers  
Golf Club 
 

Over recent weeks two major 
trophies have been competed 
for at the Port Chalmers Golf 
Club. 
 

The Love Cup is played over 
four medal rounds, with the best 
three net scores counting. This 
trophy has been competed for 
since 1957, and was donated by 
club members Dave and Elva 
Love. Dave Love served as the 
club's President from 1954 to 
1956, and won the Junior Club 
Champs in 1955. The winner of 
the Love Cup in 2021 is Andrew 
Parker. 
 

The Milburn Putting Trophy is 
also played over four rounds, 
with the trophy going to the 
player using the lowest number 
of putts in three of the four 
rounds. This trophy has been 
competed for since 1977, and 
was donated by club members 
Tom and Isobel Milburn.  
Isobel Milburn won the Women’s 
Senior Club Champs five times 
in the 1980s. The winner of the 
Milburn Putting Trophy for 2021 
is Karl Rohtmets, whose best 
three rounds averaged 26 putts 
for 18 holes. 
 

Golf is a year-round sport in 
New Zealand, but with wetter 
conditions and shorter days over 
the winter, our club plays golf 
using formats that can be played 
more quickly. This includes team 
events where two players have 
turn about hitting only one ball, 
and also Stableford competi-
tions, where players score points 
on each hole, and can “pick up” 
once the number of shots al-
ready taken on the hole equals 
zero points.  
Stableford points are based on a 
player's handicap, so players of 
all levels of experience and abil-
ity can compete with one an-
other. 
 

Our club is always pleased to 
welcome new members, and a 
range of membership options 
are available. For more details 
feel free to contact our Treasurer 
Lawrie Warwood, by emailing 
him on lbw2@xtra.co.nz 
 

                                          Dave Morris 
 
Quarantine Island/
Kamau Taurua  
 

Kia ora koutou. 
As the days grow colder and 
shorter, we have greatly re-
ceived much needed rain.  
 

In May and early June we have 
had a number of groups stay in 
the Lodge, or day trippers, all 
enjoying some ‘island time’.  
We have hosted a Wellness 
Retreat held in the Married 
Quarters, and the Lodge, and 
groups of students used the  
Lodge facilities whilst studying 
the NZ Marine Studies Centre 
programmes.  
Students from St. Peter’s  
College, Gore, and Columba 
College have also stayed, and 
Iona Winter, Dunedin poet and 
writer, spent a short residency 
on the island.  
 

New and core volunteers, and 
community members, continue 
with our ecological restoration 
project helping with planting, 
checking tracking cards and 
traps, taking part in the final au-
tumn bird count, and mainte-
nance, including completion of 
the base for our new water tank.  
 

Our May Welcome Day was 
postponed by a week due to 
rain. The day was attended by 
new visitors and community 
members who planted native 
seedlings at a new site beside 
‘K.C.C. Cove’, and new visitors 
enjoyed a guided history tour 
and bush track walk, a shared 
lunch, and an independent wan-
der in the afternoon.  
 

Aurora Energy have recently 
installed the submarine cable to 
the island, and we eagerly await 
the pylon and line removal due 
to take place in August/
September.  
 

Special thanks to Port To Port 
Cruises & Wildlife Tours and 
East Coast Charters for boat 
transfers, and the Department of 
Conservation Community Fund 
and Trees That Count for fund-
ing seedlings.  
 

Our next Community Welcome 
Day is on Saturday 31 July. For 
Volunteer Opportunities and 
events/updates and all informa-
tion about the island see our 
website:  
quarantineisland@org.nz or join 
our Facebook group:  
Quarantine Island/Kamau Tau-
rua Community 
 

To arrange a visit or stay on the 
island, for a school ‘camp’, work-
shop venue or retreat, you can 
contact Meghan Hughes, the  
island Keeper on 03-478-0874 
or email:  
quarant ineis land@gmail .com        
                 Claire Hagglund  
 
 
 

Otago Polytechnic Vet Nursing 
students gain experience micro-
chipping cats. 

Source to Sea ranger cutting 
grass in preparation for plant-
ing margin of  Te Tauraka Poti, 
Merton Tidal Arm, Karitane. 
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Port Otago Page 



 

July 2021                                                              The Rothesay News                                                            7 

 

Order Form 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………. 

Address: 
………………………………………………………………………...  

…………………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode: …………... 

Phone:……………………………………... 

Mobile ……………………………………… 

No of copies…….@ 34.90 per book + postage (1 
copy) 

Internet banking: 11 8427 0421556 11 

Within NZ approx Standard $4.40   
International Air Mail: Australia $12.00, England & 
USA  $24.00 
TOTAL  $................................ 

Please pay by internet banking to: ‘The Rothesay News’ 
Bank Account 11-8427-0421556-11 and send the order 
form to: The Treasurer, Rothesay News, 17 Grey St, Port 
Chalmers, Dunedin, 9023, New Zealand.     

If receipt required please tick                                  

Here’s a present idea for yourself or 
someone else  

 

‘Dusting Off … West Harbour, the First 150 Years’ 
 

 

The Rothesay News committee has republished this 
historical book which beautifully captures glimpses of 
the first 150 years of West Harbour life (in pictorial 
and written form).   
 

The book can be purchased directly for $39.95 plus 
postage, by completing the form below. It is also avail-
able from these Port Chalmers retailers: Digiart, and 
Port Chalmers Maritime Museum.  

65th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Bruce and Margaret Malcolm recently cele-
brated their 65th (Blue sapphire) wedding an-
niversary with family and friends at the Port 
Chalmers Bowling Club. 
 

Pictured above Bruce and Margaret admire 
the card they received from Jacinda Adern, 
(Prime Minister of New Zealand), congratulat-
ing them on their 65th wedding anniversary.  
 
The gemstone Blue Sapphire is symbolic of 
loyalty and the bringer of inner peace, which is 
a beautiful sentiment for such a 
large anniversary.  

 

Obey all signage on the highway and drive safely 
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Trade & Services Directory 

47 George Street  
Port Chalmers Ph: 472 8026  

 

General Practice 
 

 Welcoming new patients 
Under 14yr old free for enrolled patients 

GOLD & SILVER 
 

I buy any gold and silver, 
in any form. Unwanted or  
broken jewellery, chains 
and watches, coins and 

bars etc. 
 

Local buyer, fair 
prices.  

 

Phone: Alexander  
027 367 8863 

HARBOUR  HEALTH  PORT CHALMERS LTD 

 

Port to Port Cruises  
 

● Ferry Back Beach to Por-
tobello. 9.30 am 12.55pm 
& 3.00pm. (Return 2 hrs 
later) 

 
● Wildlife Cruise. 
 1.25pm Daily 
● Booking essential 

 

020 416 24250 
www.porttoport.co.nz 



 

                          
                                 

     Trade & Services Directory 

HAFSLUND  
 UPHOLSTERY 

 

Antique Specialist 
 

Recovery and Repairs on all household                      
and office furniture 

   62 George St, Port Chalmers 

Free  quotes Ph: 472 8554  
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Affordable Accounting Services 
 

- Small business set up 
- Annual accounts 
- Taxation advice 

- GST returns 
- Migrant tax issues – UK 

 
P (03) 471 0767  M 027 338 8307 
E phillip@cowleyaccounting.co.nz 

Phillip Cowley 
Chartered Accountant 

TJ’s Flooring 
Todd & Matt Donovan 

 
Your local floor Specialists 

Carpet Tiles, Cork, Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 
 

All floor 
preparation 

 

Polished 
floors a  

specialty                       
(see Pioneer Hall) 

 

 
 

38 Grey St, Port Chalmers 
 

Todd 0276 477583 or Matt 0275 309945 

Contact the Editor  
to advertise in  

The Rothesay News.  
 

Reasonable Rates, Circulation 2,540. 
Contact details on page 11. 

 

THIS BUSINESS CARD SIZE SPACE  
COULD BE YOURS! 



 

10                                                                   The Rothesay News                                                          July 2021 

Port  Chalmers & District Lions Club 

Port Chalmers & District Lions 
Club had a very successful 50th 
Anniversary celebration on 5th 
June at the Port Chalmers Town 
Hall with over sixty members, 
partners and guests attending.  It 
was indeed an excellent enjoy-
able entertaining evening.   

President Peter Dick presented 
an Honoured Lloyd Morgan to 
our long serving Club Treasurer 
Liz McLennan for services to the 
club and community. Charter 
member Lion Bob Melville’s wife 
Betty also received an Honoured 

Lloyd Morgan in recognition for her 50 years of “outstanding 
service” to the Club.  PDG Les Box, LCIF District Coordinator 
then presented two Melvin Jones Fellows to Lions Tom Steven-
son and Dave Marshall.  Both Lions have given outstanding 
service over many years not only to the club but also to the 
community.  DG Ella Butson was also recognised as a Melvin 
Jones Fellow presented by PID Tony Hanning.  Note – a Melvin 
Jones Fellow recognition is the highest award to honour Lions 
who have given long and outstanding service. 

Our guest speaker at the May meeting was Gerard Kenny of 
the North Dunedin Shed who gave us an interesting insight of 
the Shed projects for the Dunedin community. 

The Yellow Pages phone directories were delivered at the be-
ginning of May to all households around West Harbour by our 
members as one of our annual projects.  Our club would like to 
thank all who have bought peastraw from the Club which is now 
sold.  Hopefully we will be selling the peastraw again next year. 

Port Chalmers & District Lions Club newly elected officers for 
2021/2022 are: 

President – Lion Tony Gillam 
First Vice President – Lion Bob Melville 
Second Vice President – Lion Wayne Butson 
Secretary – Lion Peter Dick 
Treasurer – Lion Liz McLennan 
Membership – Lion Mervyn Read 
LCIF – Lion Peter Dick 
Club Administrator – Lion Juay Lim 
Welfare – Lion Bill Parsons 
The Lions are having a July Jaunt Car Rally as a social outing 
for members, partners and whanau which will be a test of their 
driving and map reading skills, ending with a meal. 

Any information or inquiries on our activities or joining the club, 
please contact our President Lion Tony Gillam on 021 074 5894 

Juay Lim 
Club Administrator/Media Coordinator 
 
 

The Rothesay News 
Chairperson’s Report June 2021 
 

Another year has flown by, this past year being one of constant 
change. We are pleased to have kept publishing The Rothesay 
News during the past 12 months and thank both readers and 
advertisers for your continued support. 
This year we have farewelled Debbie Newbould with many 
thanks for Debbie’s work of keeping the distribution of The 
Rothesay News going. Debbie’s sense of humour is certainly 
missed. The committee welcomes Noeline Burden, who will be 
looking after the distribution, thereby ensuring that deliveries 
happen every month. Thank you to our ‘behind the scenes’ dis-
tributors who walk the streets hand-delivering copies to ‘remote’ 
letterboxes. 
Our Treasurer Nola Broere, Secretaries Jack Austin and Donna 
Watson and Editor/Advertising Ange McErlane have again ful-
filled their roles over this past year with hard work and integrity. 
Thank you for your continued, valued contributions which keeps 
The Rothesay News ticking over every month. 
If you would like to contribute to the content with an article or 
letter or join our committee, please get in touch. We welcome 
new ideas and new members.             Jan Faris, Chairperson 

 
ST LEONARDS PLAYCENTRE  
We have been enjoying our new regular shared kai at one of 
our sessions each week. Its great to see our children enjoy and 
learn food preparation skills 
(right), and its lovely to all 
sit around our kai table and 
share the food and chat. 
The children have been 
great helpers with baking 
scones, whipping cream, 
making yoghurt, popcorn 
and cheese and marmite 
toasties. Next on the menu 
is baking bread and making 
vegetable soup. 
 

We were lucky to have a visit from the year 6 children from St 
Leonards School recently to help us make our Matariki Lan-
terns. Our children loved working with the ‘the big kids’. We 
filled empty cans with water and froze them, then punched 
holes in a pattern or shape with a hammer and nail. (It was lots 
of fun playing with the ice afterwards too!) Light from a candle 
inside the can shines through the holes. We even made a dark 
fort to try the lanterns out in and they look great! 
 

Not long now until our joint St Leonards School and Playcentre 
Matariki Festival where we enjoy shared kai, a lantern proces-
sion from School to Playcentre and drink hot chocolate and sing 
songs around a fire. 
 

St Leonards Playcentre is open on Monday and Thursday 9.30-
12.30 every week, except in school holidays. Come and meet 
our friendly parents and children and learn how playcentre is 
run. Enjoy our great activities, toys and resources for your chil-
dren, grandchildren or homebased care tamariki, ages 0-6. 
Everyone welcome and the first 3 sessions are free. 
For more information please contact: 
 stleonards@playcentre.org.nz or call Antonia 021762667 
Check us out on Facebook! 
**Our centre is also available for venue hire for children’s  
parties. $50 plus bond.                                        Antonia Wood 
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St Leonards School 
 

One day in April, a writer visited St Leonards. Her name 
was Heather Mc Quillin, someone with a vivid imagination 
and great talent for writing. She talked to the school about 
her books and her career. A few years back the year 3s 
and 4s had read her popular and amazing book, Avis and 
The Promise Of Dragons. She was very admired. 
 

In May, Aurora energy organized a boat trip for our Totara 
students. Some engineers and divers showed Totara the 
undersea cable they were going to bury, and taught them 
about it and what they were going to do. After the explana-
tion they drove on the Port to Port boat, heading towards 
Quarantine island. The island had some interesting history 
that the teachers and students enjoyed and discov-
ered. Thank you, Aurora Energy! 
 

St Leonards students have practiced Netball and Hockey 
skills. Their teams are talented and are always working 
hard. They have had successful games and have learned 
the importance of teamwork and sportsmanship.  Jo Wilson 
 
Port Chalmers Kindergarten 
This term our tamariki have been busy learning the story 
of Rata and the Waka and have built their own waka and 
created a play to go with the story, and are learning two 
new waitata to go with the play. 

The whole kindy has loved learning about Māori design 
and carvings and what they mean. 

Our tamariki have also been learning about Kaitiakitanga 
(looking after the land) and what this means for our kindy 
and wider Port Chalmers community. 

 We have been finding out a bit more about who we are, 
where we are from and where our name comes from. The 
kindy’s bi-cultural support person has shared with us a 
cool website (www.pepeha.nz) where anyone can 

create their pepeha and print it out. The teachers are cre-
ating theirs and we encourage everyone to do their own 
and we can print it out and display it at the kindy. 

We had a fabulous trip to the Teddy Bear’s Hospital. 
There were lots of extremely sick teddies and other stuffed 
toys and dolls that needed lots of special love and medical 
attention from a wonderful team of doctors and nurses and 
dentists. Everyone was very brave and came back to 
kindy feeling much better. 

We recently marked Autism Awareness Month (April) with 
an ‘Autism Acceptance Day’ at kindy. We all learned more 
about how unique and special autistic brains are and what 
we can all do to make sure the needs of autistic children 
(and grown ups) are respected and met in our community. 
We raised money for an autism-advocacy group and got to 

wear our PJ's for the whole day, so everyone was a win-
ner! 

In super exciting news we have welcomed a brand-new 
couch to our kindy and we love it very much. The 
couch was paid for via a successful grant application to 
the Bendigo Trust, and the children (and teachers) have 
been enjoying lots of quiet story times within its confines. 
The grant also funded new books, sensory toys and floor 
cushions. 

There are spaces available at kindy so if you have a little 
person in your life that would love kindy as much as we all 
do, please drop in and see us, visit our Facebook page or 
give us a call on 472 8696.                                 Angela Cuming 
                                                     

 

 Pepeha  

 Pepeha is a way of introducing  
yourself in Māori. It tells a story of  
the places and people you are  
connected to www.pepeha.nz. 

T.S. Nimrod Navy Cadets 
We are already nearly at the end of 
Term 2, and despite the increasingly miserable 
weather we have been as busy as ever. Much of the 

beginning of the term was spent preparing for regatta in 
Christchurch, which five cadets and one officer attended. Re-
gatta was a great opportunity to spend time with other sea 

cadet units (above) from around the South Island and to test 
the skills we have been learning over the past months. How-
ever, while we only managed to have one sailing race, due to 
a lack of wind (which is very rarely an issue), we did manage 
to bring home the Feva Sailing award, which was very excit-
ing. Other activities over the weekend included knots, shoot-
ing, pulling races, first aid, flagpole construction, rigging, heav-
ing line, drill, and navigation. 
 

Recently we also held 
an open night in the 
Pioneer Hall. It was 
great to see so many 
young people coming 
along and trying out 
activities such as rope-
work, quoits, rank identi-
fication, and figuring out 
how to put our formal 
uniform on. Over the 
next few weeks, these 

new entrants will be learning more about how our unit works 
and will pick up both theoretical and practical skills.  
 
If you missed out on the open night but are still keen to come 
along, we’d love to have you! Just contact us through our 
email ts.nimrod@cadetforces.org.nz or Facebook @tsnimrod. 
We parade every Thursday night from 6.45 until 9.15, either at 
the Pioneer Hall or at our boat shed around Back 
Beach.                                                        Chief Petty Officer Goldsmith 

T.S. Nimrod at Port Chalmers Cemetery 
on Anzac day 2021 



 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PORT CHALMERS GASWORKS. 
 

The arrangements for the provision of night-time gas street lighting in Port Chalmers early in the 20th century de-
pended, so the records of the proceedings of 
the Port Chalmers Borough Council on 11 July 
1911 tell us, on the phases of the moon.  
Following the successful introduction of reticu-
lated gas in Dunedin in 1863 moves were made 
to establish a gas manufacturing plant in Port 
Chalmers. This was a speculative and brave 
venture by a group of local entrepreneurs, 
Messrs Joseph Johnson, Thomson Bros 
(Andrew and John who had established a ship's 
chandler business) and William Elder (Chemist) 
who, without any public backing, built a gas-
work on the south side of Mount Street on land 
owned by the Thomson Brothers.  
 

A letter dated 7 January 1995 from Johnson's 
grandson, J. W. Johnson, now in the archives of 
the Port Chalmers Historical Society, states that 
Joseph Johnson designed and built the plant 
and that the Thomson Bros and William Elder 
provided much of the capital backing. 
 

The first indication of the erection of the gas 
works came in a short item in the Otago Daily 
Times on 8 March 1871 where it was reported:  
During the past few weeks we have noticed the 
erection of the Port Chalmers gas works, in rear of the premises of Messrs Thomson Brothers, on account of that en-
terprising firm, has been actively proceeded with. The tank for the gasometer has been completed, and the gas house 
commenced.  
The principal portion of the plant has already been received, and the whole of the works are expected to be completed 
in about two months, when gas will be available to the residents in George street. The works are being so constructed 
that the supply can be easily extended if required.  
 

The two months until completion proved to be somewhat optimistic as it was not until 8 August 1871 that the ODT, in a 
lengthy article reported:  
 

As stated in our yesterday's issue, gas was lit in a few of the business premises in Port Chalmers for the first time on 
Saturday evening. Owing to air in the pipes, the illuminating power was rather feeble, and those who burnt kerosene 
had the advantage of it. Last night, however, the air having been exhausted, the gas fairly outshone its rival.  
The article went on with a detailed description of the plant and how it operated:  
The works at which the gas is produced were begun in March last, but owing to various little causes of delay, the prin-
ciple of which was the want of water, they were not completed until last week. The works, as stated formerly, are situ-
ated in a central position, between George street and Mount street. The retort-house is built of stone, and occupies an 
area of 35ft by 32ft, with a brick stalk 30ft high. There are two benches – one containing two and the other three fire-
clay retorts, each capable of containing 1½cwt of coal per charge. From the retort-house the gas is conveyed to the 
condenser, which is situated in the open air, so as to ensure the pipes being kept as cool as possible. From the con-
denser, the gas passes into the purifiers. The purification is effected on what is termed the dry-lime process. The purifi-
ers, which are two in number, each contain a purifying surface of 9 square yards. They are placed in a separate build-
ing. From the purifiers the gas passes to the holder, which is calculated to contain about 4000 cubic feet.  
 

But as gas may be manufactured simultaneously with its consumption, the works are capable of supplying 8000 feet 
per night. The castings, which are all of the most substantial character, are from the foundry of Messrs Kincaid, 
McQueen, and Co., of Dunedin. They have been fitted up under the direction of Mr Johnson, the managing partner in 
the firm, who has manufactured all the malleable iron portion of the work, and has also laid the mains in the streets. In 
short, the work may really be termed a native industry, as every part of it, with the exception of the fireclay retorts, has 
either been cast in Dunedin or manufactured from the raw material on the premises.  
The gas now manufactured is made solely from Grey River coal, which, according to Dr Hector's analysis, ranks next 
to English cannel [sic] coal. The proprietors of the works, which have been erected solely by private enterprise, without 
any guarantee whatever, are messes Johnson, Thomson Bros, and Elder, whom we congratulate on the completion 
and successful inauguration of their speculation, and wish them every success in their undertaking. The price at pre-
sent charged is 25s per 1000 feet, but will be reduced as the demand is increased.                     Continued next month… 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                               Norman Ledgerwood 
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Backyard Medicine  
 

Turmeric’s turn again. It is anti-inflammatory, so can 
be used for indigestion, arthritis, bowel problems (such as 
Crohn's disease), Fibromyalgia - the list goes on. 
Curcumin -  just one of Turmeric’s active ingredients is a 
potent anti-oxidant, it neutralises free radicals, and it also 
boosts the activity of the body’s own antioxidant enzymes, 
double goodness! 
 

There are studies that have shown turmeric to be effective 
in treating heart disease - it does this by strengthening the 
endothelial tissues which line blood vessels ( 2 functions of 
this tissue are in regulating blood pressure and blood clot-
ting).  
Curcumin is being studied for its effectiveness in cancer 
treatment, and also in Alzheimer's Disease - not surprising 
given its anti-inflammatory and antioxidant capabilities. 
Curcumin is poorly absorbed, however black pepper which 
contains piperine, enhances the absorption of curcumin by 
2000%. It is also fat-soluble, so could be a great idea to 
get into some curries.   

These synergistic actions just go to show that traditional 
cultures have known all along that food can be good for 
you. Remember Golden Milk? 
 

Golden Milk for 2 is: 
 

2 cups of milk of your choice  
1 teaspoon turmeric,  
1 teaspoon cinnamon, 
a pinch of black pepper  
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger or a small piece of fresh, you 
can pop in a wee pinch of cayenne if you like and some 
honey or Maple Syrup, whiz this all up in your blender, 
then simmer for 3-5 minutes. 
 

Now, if you are going to try out Turmeric medicinally, find 
an activated, guaranteed for curcumin supplement, that 
has black pepper in it .  BUT - do consult with you Health-
care Professional first.                     Francisca Griffin, Naturopath    

Port Chalmers Women's Institute 
Our July Meeting was held in the Chalmers Lounge of the 
Port Chalmers Town Hall on Tuesday 8 June at 7.30pm, 
where our President Alison welcomed 17 members. 
We began our meeting with a tribute read by Alison to 
Dorothy Hill who passed away recently after being a mem-
ber from 1963. Dorothy had held various positions through-
out that time and had been a loyal member of our Institute. 
We then had a prayer and 1 minutes silence in memory of 
Dot as she was known. 
Our Roll Call was for a local road or street in our area to be 
named and its history of how it received that name. 
Margaret Hedges and Bev Gardiner then demonstrated and 
let us make some Christmas decorations from cones, 
tinsel, ribbons etc, which was a lot of fun. 
 
 

COMPETITION RESULTS 
 

Large Bloom: 1st   Pam Woods    2nd  Gaylene Gardener 
Small Bloom: 1st   Viv McLachlan 2nd  Mary Fahey 
Photography: 1st   Mary Fahey 
Roadside Arrangement: 1st  Alison Moodie 
 

The Lucky Cup was won by Marilyn Sinclair. 
The Martha Ives Trophy won by Alison Moodie. 
The raffle was then drawn followed by supper. 
                                                                            Jennie Mains 

Pioneer Hall 
 

There are so many things happening at the Hall these 
days!  

Two different flavours of Pilates happening on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. After school dancing with Caro on Wednesdays. 
TS Nimrod cadets. Plus there are dance events, band practices, 
private parties and gigs coming up. 
You love to see it.  
 

Thanks very much to the West Harbour Community Board for their 
funding towards getting a functioning sound system back in the 
Hall! With their support we’ll be able to buy a pair of speakers suit-
able for both music and public events. 
 

The Pioneer Opportunities & Resources Trust, that keeps the Hall 
running are having our AGM at 6.30 on July 6th, after our regular 
monthly meeting. If you want to have a voice and a hand in running 
the Hall why not come along! 
 

Using the hall, you will see our lovely vintage vinyl chairs have 
been restored and recovered  by talented local Hafslund Upholstery 
and are looking spectacular! To keep them looking amazing, can 
you please not stack these chairs on top of another, but rather pair 
them cushion to cushion. One up, one down like. This will keep the 
welds, strong; the welds which have been retouched by John at the 
Petrol Station, Thanks John! And also a final thanks to Jono Hollo-
way who is repainting them all. Awesome team work and the chairs 
look wonderful for it.  
 

Available for hire! If you want to hire the hall, or just to find out more 
please call or text anytime on 022 369 6807, email the hall at 
pcpioneerhall@gmail.com, or contact us via the facebook page.           
                                                                             Chris Armstrong 

 

Obey all signage on the highway and drive safely 
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Each month we ask a West Harbour personality to answer the 
same ten questions.  
 

This month is Judy Vandorp (right) 
who was born and grew up in Syd-
ney, educated at Parramatta High 
School and gained the equivalent 
to School Certificate. 
Judy’s love of cruising began when 
she came to New Zealand in the 
mid 60’s by ship as flying at that 
stage was only done by those who 
could afford it.  Judy tells The 
Rothesay News that she spent 12 
months hitchhiking around New Zealand on a working holiday 
and met Martin who was her husband to be who only lived 5kms 
away from her in Australia. The pair never did return to Australia 
to live as they had two must haves, in deciding where to settle… 
a sea view and to be part of a small community. 
 

They built the ‘Spaceship’ in Warrington and raised their two chil-
dren there and then moved to Roseneath 20 years ago. Judy has 
worked most of her life in the motor trade and retired from semi-
retirement in December 2018. However this only lasted four 
months and when she went into Port Chalmers Motors one morn-
ing for petrol she came out with a part-time job as a forecourt 
attendant, a position she thoroughly enjoys as it’s a social thing 
for her and keeps her brain active...that’s her theory! 
In 2009 Judy became involved with cruise ships again, first as an 
information volunteer on the wharf then as a shuttle hostess and 
finally a hostess on the Taieri Gorge Train on selected cruiseship 
days. Judy thinks the sooner the cruise ships start cruising world-
wide again it will be a good day for the community in Judy’s 
books. Any spare time Judy has you will find her knitting, cross 
stitching or making cards...she never gets bored! 
 

Q. If you had the chance which three people (dead or alive) 
would you invite for dinner? 
A.Hugh Jackman, Ewan McGregor and Jeremy wells. 
 

Q. What are your three favourite movies? 
A. Dr Zhivago, Easy Rider and Priscilla-Queen of the Desert. 
  

Q. What was your first car and if money was no object what car 
would you like to buy? 
A. A Holden FX. The latest Toyota. 

Q. If you were to face the guillotine in the morning, what would 
you choose as your last meal? 
A. Chicken Satay, chocolate torte and a glass of Riesling. 
 

Q. Which three countries would you most like to visit? 
A. I have visited 44 countries so far and would love to return to 
Dubai and the Greek Islands and still have Petra on my bucket 
list. 
.  

Q. When you were at school can you remember what you first 
wanted to be when you grew up? 
A. Hairdresser. 
   

Q. What do you think is the most useful invention of all time? 
A. Arctic Fleece sheets 
 

Q. What is the best book you have read? 
A. Remember Me by Lesley Pearce.  
 

Q. If you had a time machine where in the past or future would 
you go? 
A. The 60’s, sex, drugs and rock and roll, what a decade to 
grown up in. 
 .  

Q. If you had to spend one month on a desert island name three 
things you would take along?  
A. A beach towel, suntan lotion and a carton of wine. 
                                                                         Ange McErlane 

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                            
           
                                     

10 Questions…with Judy Vandorp ► 

 

@Port Library & Service Centre 
 

Upcoming Events at Port Chalmers Library 
  

About the Heart - New Zealand International Science  
Festival   
 

Learn how your heart works and why it sometimes beats slow 
and other times feels like it is going to burst out of your chest! 
Did you know it can still beat outside your body? Through a 
hands-on interactive session, we'll learn all about hearts and 
answer questions such as: How does the heart work? What 
makes the heart beat? Is a mouse heart the same as a whale 
heart? Can we measure what happens when you exercise? 
Suitable for Kids and Tweens (4-11 years) and their parents.   

12pm, Wednesday 14th July, booking is required, but the 
event is free to attend. Phone 472 7583 for more informa-
tion or book through scifest.org.nz 
  

Puaka Matariki 2021 in association with Creative Commu-
nities and Yellow Eye Ltd present Rob Thorne Porotiti Mind-
fulness Meditation and Taonga Pūoro Workshop.   
 

The porotiti is a traditional Maori musical instrument also 
known to be used in traditional healing.  Suspended by a cord, 
and spun with both hands in front of the body, it is renowned 
as a children’s toy and was known to be medicine for the res-
piratory system, the chest and spine, the spirit and the mind.  
 

In this workshop the participants learn and achieve both a 
moving and a breathing meditation that also incorporates a 
sonic meditation made by the instrument . Participants also 
learn about traditional Māori musical instruments (taonga 
puoro), and how to play an instrument (the porotiti).  
 
 

Each participant receives their own porotiti to take home at 
the workshop’s conclusion, 6pm Thursday 15th July,   
Family friendly for ages 5 and upward- koha entry Bookings 
essential Phone 472 7583 for more information or book 
through dunedinlibraries.govt.nz 
                                                  The Team at Port Chalmers Library 

 

Obey all signage on the highway and drive safely 

Pūrākaunui School  
 

Kia ora koutou 
We have had some fantastic learning opportuni-
ties outside the classroom over the last month. 

These have fitted in beautifully with our current focus on the 
performing arts, and also with our Kaitiakitanga theme. 
 

We recently had the opportunity to attend a New Zealand 
Playhouse production of Rumpelstiltskin at Port Chalmers 
School. There was great interaction between the actors and 
the audience, and the show had something for everyone. The 
students rated it highly and it was a chance to see quality 
theatre, as they build towards ‘Stars on Stage’. Thank you 
Vicky and the team for hosting us. We also popped into Port 
Chalmers Library, and we have three new excited members 
as a result! 
 

We have also visited Blueskin Bay Library, for an interactive 
physics and chemistry workshop presented by staff from the 
University of Otago. This was a great initiative. The students 
loved the exciting experiments and chance to explore science 
in a hands-on way. 
 

Lastly, we have just had a wonderful day at Kati Huirapa 
Runaka ki Puketeraki. We travelled there to assist with the 
Okahau Dune Project. We assisted Angelina with re-potting 
pîkao in the greenhouse and travelled by waka across to the 
spit to plant out with Brendan and Greg. We learnt about the 
importance of this plant for both the environment and for peo-
ple. We finished off with a visit to Karitane School for kai and 
fun! 
 

For information on Pūrākaunui School please call the office on 
4821026.                                John Fisher, Relieving Principal 
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West Harbour  
Community Board 2021 
11th August at 5.30pm 

 
Meetings commence at 5.30pm and 
are held in the Rolfe Meeting Room, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall and Service 
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What’s on this month on the West Harbour …       
- Pea Sea Art Exhibition– Paint-
ings by Sarah Godfrey July 4 – 
22nd. Exhibition opening July 
4, 5-7pm, all welcome. 
 

-    Afternoon Tea on Tues-
days at Emmanuel Church is 
a place where people can chat 
with friends. Doors open at 2pm, 
drinks and food are offered. 
 

- Koputai Indoor Bowling 
Club - at the Port Chalmers 
Bowling Club, entrance off Al-
bertson Avenue. Meets every 
Tuesday 7.00 p.m.  Free Mem-
bership for first year.  No experi-
ence necessary.  For information 
telephone Harold Woods 472-
8144 or Shirley Boekhout 472-
7169 
 

-  Euchre is played at the Port 
Chalmers Bowling Club every 
Monday at 1.00 pm. The cost is 
$3.00. Everyone welcome. For 
info 472-8755. 
 

- Ravensbourne Play Group 
meets at Ravensbourne School 
every Monday and Wednesday 
9am -12pm during school terms.  
Contact 4710410 for more info. 
 

- Harbourside Table Tennis 
Club - 7.30pm Thursday nights, 
Cost $3, Coaching and gear 
provided, at Harbour Rugby 
Club, Albertson Ave. 
 

 - Toy Library, open Saturdays 
2-4pm, look out for the yellow 
sign on Ravensbourne Road. 
 

-  West Harbour Ukuleles: Most 
Sunday mornings at the Pioneer 
Hall,11.00.am. Check Facebook, 
‘West Harbour Ukuleles’ or call/
txt Greg Hings for more informa-
tion, 021 962 396.  
 

-  Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Insti-
tute meet in the Chalmers 
Lounge upstairs in the Port 
Chalmers Town Hall on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 
1.30pm. For information contact 
Karen Arbuckle, President,4720 
8498. 
 

-  Port Chalmers Women’s  
Institute: meets in the Chalmers 
Lounge upstairs in the Port 
Chalmers Town Hall on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm. For information contact 
Mary Fahey 472 8370. 
 

- United Church of Port 
Chalmers: July Sunday Ser-
vices 10am @ Emmanuel 

Church Sawyers Bay. All wel-
come. Mid winter Lunch, Thurs-
day 15th starting 12noon at 
Emmanuel, speaker Russell 
Frew.  
 

A Journey in Forensic Sci-
ence: Using natures Signa-
tures to make Connections. 
 

From tracing water move-
ments around the Antarctic to 
building Oritain, a multi-million 
dollar Dunedin company.  
Russell talks about using sta-
ble isotope ratios as finger-
prints" to trace products back 
to their point of origin.  
 

This research technique has 
practical applications in food 
traceability, biosecurity and 
forensics. Russell will review 
the journey from farmhand to 
working for the UN and now in 
a business that is making a 
difference in human rights and 
sustainability.    

- Holy Trinity Port Chalmers, 
Main Service - 10am, Sunday 
mid-week Service - 10am, 1st & 
3rd Wednesdays Family Service 
- 10am, 1st Sunday of the month. 
 

-   St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 38 
Magnetic St, Port Chalmers. 
Mass 5pm Saturday, Wednesday 
9am.  
 

 -  All Fibre Handcrafts e.g. 
knitting, crochet, patchwork, em-
broidery, spinning. Emmanuel 
Church Hall, Sawyers Bay, Mon-
day 12 & 26th July, come at 
11am or 1.30pm. For info contact 
472 8487.. 
 

-  Bookshare @ Port Chalmers 
Library: First Wednesday of the 
month at 11.00am. 
 

-  Sawyers Bay Garden Club - 
Meets at Emmanuel Church Hall, 
Sawyers Bay, on the 3rd Tues-
day September - March at 
7.15pm and the third Saturday of 
the month April - August at 
1.45pm. For information contact 
Secretary Karlina Jackson 472 
8510.  
 

- Senior Citizens meet each 
Tuesday at 1.00pm in the 
Chalmers Lounge upstairs in the 
Port Chalmers Town Hall. For 
information contact Dorothy 
Allum 472 7712.  
 

.- Port Chalmers Community 

Market, George St, opp 4Square. 
Third Sunday each month. Or-
ganic produce, local food, craft, 
music and lots more. 
 

.- Blueskin Market:  (First Sun-
day of the month),11 to 1.This 
friendly market features local arts, 
crafts, produce, and more! Gallery 
on Blueskin at Waitati. Free stalls 
available.   

-  People Feelin’ Beats - 30 min-
ute dance group for kids and 
anyone who wants to get moving. 
3.30 Wednesdays during school 
terms at Pioneer Hall, Port 
C h a l m e r s ,  C o n t a c t  C a r o 
212303386. 
 

-  Port Chalmers Maritime  
Museum: normal hours: Monday 
to Friday 10am-3pm, Saturday, 
Sunday & Public Holidays 1.00 - 
4.00 p.m. Also open by special 
appointment.  Enquires 4728233. 

Titles that let us belong 
 

Daughter, sister, fiancée, wife, 
are a few names we get in life. 
Mother ,nana, sibling or 
brother, are a few more we 
give one another. 
 

Husband, father, pop or  
granddad, are some more that 
aren't too bad. 
But maybe the best ones that 
come to mind, are friend, 
buddy and soul mate, I find. 
 

I loved all our uncles and 
aunts too, so that gave us 
cousins that we all knew. 
Some of the best mates I've 
ever had, come from connec-
tions to our mum and dad 
Warm hugs all round.  
                                     Pamela Mae 

CORRECTION :The June issue 
page 1 incorrectly stated that Jan 
Tucker was  on the Community 
Board when Ralph Hoteres studio 
was removed.  
It was demolished in 1993 before 
Jan joined the Board.  
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Sawyers Bay Playcentre 
 

Kia ora. We are already halfway through term 2. Time flies 
when you are having fun as we do at every session at Playcen-
tre! This term we have turned into space explorers! We have 
travelled deep into outer space in our special cardboard rocket 
ship, navigating space rocks, aliens and the stars to land on 
different planets. Once we land we put on our special helmets 
and grab our telescopes... one foot carefully touches the new 
planet as we keep one eye out for any space creatures that 
may have followed us there! Once we depart the ship we get 
our bags ready to collect specimens, so far we have found gold 
and silver space balls, a bird's nest, some pinecones and some 
space rocks!  
 

Each planet offers us something different. We discovered that 
some of the planets had ice and we had to put on our ice 
skates to get across; another planet was sandy, so we took off 
our shoes and one was all dusty! Once we landed on earth 
again we were starving so we made some yummy moon 
cakes. We think that the aliens would really enjoy them too so 
we left some in our garden for them to enjoy! 
 

Some days we just like to be with our friends. You might spy us 
swinging from the bars, digging big holes in the sandpit,  
picnicking on the big fort, or waving hello to the traffic driving 
past. You may hear us playing the piano as we practice some 
songs for Polyfest coming up in September. We love to sing 
and dance!  
 

We would love to welcome you to our lovely centre. Please just 
call in. We are open term time Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 9-12pm.           Kristina Goldsmith - Lead Facilitator  

Harbourside Table Tennis club  
 

The interclub season is now in full swing and after 
three weeks of competition our teams are all play-

ing well. Harbour one has won three out of five games in A 
Reserve. In the last game they beat the Harbour two team in a 
hard-fought match that sent the team down to B grade. I’m 
confident that they will return as winners of B grade. Well done 
to Milos Hendry our youngest player who is near the top of the 
averages for A Reserve.  
 

Our B grade team has hit form winning their last two games 
and sit near the top of their grade. Debbie Cartwright has made 
huge progress during the season and is moving up the ratings. 
Our C grade team has also won their last two games and have 
quickly learned to play in a competitive environment. All play-
ers are now starting to get their fair share of wins. For anyone 
interested in joining in the action we practice on Thursday 
nights at 7.30 at the Harbour Rugby clubrooms.       Ian Landreth 
.  

A Tragedy Within a Tragedy  
The loss of the Union Steam Ship Company’s passenger 
steamer Tararua on Otara Reef off Waipapa Point, on the 
south-east corner of the South Island, on 29 April 1881 took the 
lives of 131 passengers and crew.  
 

The Tararua of 828 tons, was built in 1864. She had sailed from 
Port Chalmers for Bluff, Hobart and Melbourne. The rescue 
effort was mounted from Port Chalmers and the tragedy im-
pacted strongly on the local community. Only eight of 111 pas-
sengers and twelve of the forty crew survived.  
 

The third engineer, Andrew Sutherland, left a wife and seven 
children in the port, who needed “urgent” help from the Relief 
Committee. The lamp trimmer, Colin Campbell, who was on his 
first voyage, was the son of a local lighter master. Sixty-four of 
the bodies that were recovered were buried near the wreck site 
in what became known as the Tararua Acre between Waikawa 
and Fortrose, which still has a gloomy aura 130 years on. The 
tombstone was erected with money raised by the schoolchildren 
of Fortrose. Since 2008 it has been registered as an historic 
place.   
 

Within the wider tragedy one story is especially poignant. One 
little girl, seven and a half-year old Elizabeth Hill of Christ-
church, was travelling with her parents “to the old coun-
try” (Britain). Her father, William, was one of the few passengers 
who got away in a lifeboat in a fruitless attempt to seek help.  
 

By the time other vessels ar-
rived it was too late, as the ship 
had broken up in stormy seas 
at night and only one man 
made it ashore. The boat’s 
crew were taken on board the 
ketch Prince Rupert and were 
transferred at sea to the Union 
Company’s Hawea, which had 
been sent down from Port 
Chalmers.  
 

On the way back the body of a 
little girl was spotted and a 
boat launched to pick her up. 
Imagine William Hill’s grief 
when he identified it as his daughter.  
 

Elizabeth was buried on 2 May 1881 in an unmarked plot in the 
third class ground on the south side of the old Port Chalmers 
cemetery. A note in the records shows it was purchased by the 

Union Steam 
Ship Company.  
 

N e w s p a p e r s 
did not carry 
photographs in 
those days but 
artists were 
sometimes em-
ployed to create 
i m p r e s s i o n s 
and in this case 
w e l l - k n o w n 
Ravensbourne 

lawyer and artist William Matthew Hodgkins depicted the scene 
on the deck of the Hawea for a weekly paper. This is shown in 
the accompanying  illustration (above).  
 

The other view is an artist’s impression of the Tararua on Wai-
papa Reef.                                                             Ian Church 
 
 

Photo Supplied by Port Chalmers 
Maritime Museum  

Photo Supplied by Port Chalmers Maritime Museum. 

Long Beach Amenities Society Inc 
 

The Long Beach Amenities Society (LBAS) wish  to acknowl-
edge the passing of Jan Tucker who leaves behind a lot of 
friends and family especially close friend Angela McErlane and 
members of the West Harbour Community Board. 
 

LBAS thank Jan for her continuing support to the Society in 
more ways than one with advice and tree planting. Jan was 
also ‘P.E’ teacher to a lot of our members family and as has 
been mentioned would ‘stand for no nonsense’ and got on with 
her job. ‘well done’ Jan.                     Edna Wheeler, Vice President               
                           


