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Thank You Port Otago! 

 

Number 322                                            MAY  2019                             Published at 47 Wickliffe Tce, Port Chalmers 

Dunedin Rudolf Steiner School,  
Kindergarten and Playgroup 
 

The children were very excited by the arrival of a 
bright white container (right) from Port Otago. 
This was a very welcome gift and provides much 
needed storage space. Many thanks to Port 
Otago! 
 

The children celebrated the Autumn with a won-
derful Harvest Festival, donating items to Syrian 
refugee families in Dunedin. After the attacks in 
Christchurch the school wanted to reach out to 
our wider community.  
 

In kindergarten we were very happy to open our 
third room at the start of the year. We welcome 
the younger children to that room, and the group 
has been settling into their cosy space. 
 

Our older children have just had a survival camp 
– camping out in the bush in the bivvies they built. 
A very exciting experience for all.  
 

Any visitors will see the work of our year 4s and 5s who have built more raised beds for future harvests. 
Our campaign to raise funds for our building project got off to a flying start, and we would like to thank everyone who 
has been involved in this, and those who have contributed to the cause. New classrooms are planned, and building 
work is afoot. If you would like to support our cause or find out more, please do get in touch. Playgroups are happening 
up in Pine Hill this year, as the building development work is underway at Maia.                        Pene Johnstone, Principal 
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TS Nimrod Sea Cadets   
 

Term one is over already! A team of our cadets 
travelled to Whangaparaoa to compete in the 
national regatta against other units from around New Zealand. There were 
many activities within the competition and the Nimrod team picked up first 

place in Rope work! 
 

This term also saw the implementation of a leadership model based on the book ‘Turn the 
Ship Around’ by David Marquet. This model empowers those within the ranks to make de-
cisions and choices based on the information at hand. For TS Nimrod this meant passing a 
lot of the parade night decisions onto our Able Cadets, making them ‘AB’s with Authority’. 
This worked well with our two Able Cadets who were able to make leadership decisions as 
needed, then report to the officers with intent statements rather than questions. The Able 
Cadets were able to grow as leaders rather than just passing on instructions from the offi-
cers. 
 

We had several new cadets join us this term, some from the Neptune Dolphins group, and 
have just been issued with uniforms for parading on ANZAC Day. We will be a small num-
ber at the service this year, with some cadets and an officer away on a Junior Non-
Commissioned Officers course at Burnham Military Camp.  
 

Winter is with us again so we will be at the Port Chalmers Pioneer Hall if you wish to pop in 
and see what we are up to. We are there Thursday nights 7-9pm. 
Contact us: ts.nimrod@cadetforces.org.nz or Facebook @tsnimrod                   Barry Harwood  
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HARBOUR PHYSIO - Walking 
Walking is one of the most basic ways we can get around. A study 
by the Ministry of Transport showed 81% of Kiwi’s don’t walk 
100m as part of travel in a day. We spend 82% of our travel time 
as the driver or passenger in a car. The survey recorded travel in 
the road/footpath environment (and domestic flights and ferries); 
off-road activities such as mountain biking and hiking are not in-
cluded in these estimates. The data is from 8,267 in 4,144 house-
holds from Oct 2015 to July 2018. A promising trend from the re-
search does show more people are taking up cycling – a dramatic 
increase from last decade. 
So why aren’t we walking more? 
Distance – For a lot of people in Port as they work in town it is too 
far to walk to work. You can still add some walking in by parking a 
little further away from work. This could have the added benefit of 
making your parking free. 
Uniform – Many people need to wear heels or steel caps for work 
and walking a distance in these is not advisable. If you have a 
locker at work leave your work shoes there and change in/out of 
sneakers for the walk, otherwise carry them in a bag. 
Time – This is an excuse I will let you away with (occasionally) 
some days there are just too many things on. But often it doesn’t 
take as much longer as you think to walk instead of drive, espe-
cially when you don’t have to spend time looking for a park.   
Gear – Sometimes we need to take a lot of gear to/from work with 
us. Make sure you carry it in a backpack over both shoulders not 
just one and just like my advice for school children make sure you 
empty the bag daily so you aren’t carrying more than you need for 
that day. 
Weather – No-one wants to get to work wet but if you really want 
to walk, there’s no such thing as bad weather just bad clothing. 
So why not leave the car at home more often and walk to work, to 
the shops or between the shops. 
 

If you have a question you would like answered in the next column 
please contact me at harbourphysio@gmail.com, 027 631 0476 or 
www.facebook.com/harbourphysio.                              Kelly Olsen  
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Real Estate in The Port Line 
 

Gosh, at the time of writing, Easter is almost upon us, the first 
school term is all done and we have turned the clocks back.  
 

As you may already be aware, there are some obligations on 
landlords to ensure all rental properties are properly insulated 
by 1 July 2019. This means, where accessible, there must be 
appropriate insulation in both the ceiling and underfloor. Non-
compliant landlords may be fined and run the risk that when 
chasing a tenant in rent arrears, the Tenancy Tribunal may 
determine that their non-compliance justifies the non-payment 
of rent. Watch this space! 
 

Some landlords are reflecting on these requirements and de-
ciding to sell up. I have achieved some good prices for clients 
in this position recently and would love to assist you, if you are 
thinking it might be time to sell. 
 

What is certain is that demand for rentals in the Dunedin area 
remains strong. Good family homes are highly sought after. 
Now more than ever, property is a good investment. Property 
prices in Dunedin have increased approximately 17% in the 
last 12 months, bucking the trend happening further North. 
 

Another significant recent change in our industry is the appli-
cation of the anti-money laundering legislation. When listing a 
property, we need to see multiple forms of identification and 
tick off some other matters. We rely on banks and lawyers to 
verify fund sources from purchasers but we must report any 
suspicious transactions.  
 

Working with an experienced agent who is well trained in this 
area is so important. I and the Cutlers team have undergone 
significant training and I am well placed to help you through 
the requirements.  
 

I can be contacted in a number of ways: Mobile number is 
0275 609 819 www.facebook.com/hamishsellshouses or 
phone 472-8910; email Hamish@cutlers.co.nz the office num-
ber is 467 7277.    Have good month.                           Hamish 
                                                                                              

Port Chalmers & District Lions 
Thanks to everyone who bought our Sausages at the Port 
Otago Open Day. The funds raised will be used for local 
projects.  Would anyone like our help with a project?  We 

would welcome new members,  anyone over the age of 18!  Why 
not come and meet us and find out all the things Lions Clubs 
do.  Contact Lion Judith on 021 083 66675.        Lion Judith Duckett 



 

.            
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ROTHESAY NEWS  
JUNE 2019 ISSUE  

COPY DEADLINE  
is the 12th of May for the  

June 2019 issue.  
Please make sure you have your 
activities and events with dates, 

times, location and any other  
information,  

in by the deadline.  
 Forward your stories, recipes,  

photos, news and upcoming events, 
or if you have not received the 

Rothesay News to: 
 editor.rothesaynews@hotmail.com 

 

OPEN:  
 

Mon-Wed  
8.30am - 3pm 
Thurs 8.30am-3pm  
Fri 8.30am - late 
Sat 9am - late 
Sun 9am - 3.30pm 
   

 

           Thurs & Sun 
Tapas & Pizza 

nights  
from 5pm-8.30pm  

Takeaway Pizza 

Good Neighbours Week 
 

Sharing Natures bounty, 
swapping jam and other goods. 
Some veggies and baking, 
and we all do love our books. 
 

Just a smile and a wave, 
helps make the world go best. 
It is a feel good feeling, 
takes care of all the rest. 
 

I think Good Neighbours Week, 
should just be all year round. 
A word, a thought, a good deed, 
then richness will abound. 
 

Reach out and touch somebody's 
hand, make this a  
better place yes we 
can!       Pamela Mae   

1 Pukeko Street,  
St Leonards 
Dunedin, 
0275218373 

 

Mana Out of School Care 

 

 

WEST HARBOUR WEEKLY 
EXERCISE CLASSES  

 

Steady as You Go in Port 
Chalmers. Falls prevention 
programme for Men and 
Women, simple leg exer-
cises. Port Chalmers Town 
Hall on Wednesdays at 
10:00am, only $3 per class.  

—————————————————————————— 

Yoga @ Port Chalmers 
Town Hall. 

Monday night at 6 - 7.30pm 
with Kathy $7, for informa-
tion 021 084 14215,  
kathyharpur@gmail.com 
Yoga4Life Wednesday at 
10.00am with Lisa. Bring a 
yoga mat and a blanket. 
lisa@ocw.co.nz, 0274370779.  

—————–————–——————————--- 

Steady as you Go - Falls 
prevention programme for 
Men and Women. Wednes-
day 1.30pm at McCurdy - 
Grimman Hall, Driver St 
Long Beach $3. For Info call 
Patsy 4822518 or Ruth 482 
2283.  
————————————————————— 

Pilates with Hayley Davey.  
Thursday Morning 9.30 - 
10.30 @ the Rolfe Room 
across from the library.  For 
more information contact 
Hayley Davey, 0211835352 
hayleybeer@hotmail.com 
__________________________ 

Tai Chi - Fridays @ 10am, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall, 
Chalmers Lounge $3. Any 
queries contact Yvonne on 
472-8487. 

Port Chalmers Women’s Institute 
 

In March our group celebrated its Birthday Month by going 
to the Bijou Movie Theatre in Signal Hill Road to see clips 
of movies from yesteryear. There were many giggles and 
comments as members went down memory lane. 
 

Our April meeting saw 21 members gather in the Chalmers 
Lounge bringing Easter eggs for Presbyterian Support and 
items suitable for play and construction for the Sawyers 
Bay Playcentre. Members shared some inspiring words of 
advice to show tolerance of others and war stories/
memories from their families. 
 

Competitions 
Large bloom:   1st Linda Lysaght           2nd Gwen Wilson 
Small bloom:   1st Gaylene Gardener    2nd Alison Moodie 
Chrysanthemum:  1st Gwen Wilson 
3 Belgium biscuits: 1st Alison Moodie   2nd Bev Middendorf 
 

Pam Woods won the Martha Ives trophy. 
 

The Lucky Cup was won by Marilyn Sinclair and Pat 
Brandham won the raffle. 
 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday May 14 at 
7.30pm in the Chalmers Lounge of the Port Chalmers 
Town Hall. If you would like to know more about our group 
or attend a meeting you can contact Mary Fahey (472 
8370). You will be made very welcome.                                                                                
                                                                Mary Fahey 
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Pūrākaunui School  
Term One is now complete and was an action packed, excit-

ing term that seemed to fly by. We finished the term with two further 
field trips as part of our Source to Sea project, one to explore an 
upper reach of the Pūrākaunui Stream, where we learned a great 
deal of local history, and the other was to test the water quality of 
the stream down toward the mouth by the inlet. This was a fascinat-
ing couple of hours conducting a variety of experiments. It was 
pleasing to find that the quality of the water was good. It was real 
hands-on science work.  
A big thanks to the Halo Project for providing the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this study - we have looked forward to a project like this 
for a number of years. And also a big thanks to John Fisher for his 
energy and efforts as the projects educator. It has all been wonder-
ful so far and we look forward to further work next term. 
 

We have enjoyed the annual autumn harvest at school. Highlights 
this year have been an abundant apple crop, yummy carrots and 
beans and also the surprisingly clean potatoes that emerged from 
our new spud bed which was made of hay and mulch.  
The children have also been very busy in the classroom, a highlight 
being the lovely fractions poster created this term demonstrating 
their knowledge of parts of a whole which looks great. 
                                                                              Tim Cook - Principal 

Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua 
Kia ora koutou.  In the past month the island has had 
visits from Bayfield High, Portobello, East Otago High, 
Musselburgh, and Warepa Schools, and a group of 

Otago Polytechnic Foundation students. All have helped with 
planting, releasing, biodiversity monitoring, and even trans-
porting a felled tree. Thanks to The Otago Polytechnic which 
donated funds for native seedlings last year. The Grant’s 
Braes Brownies also visited and helped with planting native 
seedlings in the shade house using island compost! 
 

The Community Open Day held on 30 March saw new and 
returning visitors learn the techniques of planting on windy, dry 
slopes at KCC Cove and another site, along with relaxing and 
exploring the island after a shared lunch. 
 

The huge efforts of many individuals and the wider commu-
nity, to restore and preserve the Married Quarters Building, a 
‘Category 1’ historic building (1873) - over the last 20 years, 
was recognised at the recent Dunedin Heritage Awards. We 
received the David Cox Memorial Award. Thank you to every-
one who has been involved in the vision, the restoration, and 
ongoing preservation of this unique place, which can be en-
joyed by all visitors to the island. 
 

For relaxing and recharging, in solitude and peaceful sur-
roundings, learning about island history, and experiencing 
what makes the island so special, there is something for eve-
ryone. We would like to reach out to ALL ages. 
 

The next Community Open Day will be on May 25th. Of 
course, you can also visit at any time, or stay on the island by 
arrangement. If you’d like to join us in volunteering, get in-
volved in projects or arrange to stay on the island, please con-
tact Dries van den Broek, our resident keeper (03-478-0874 or 
020 407 91587) or Kristen Bracey, QI/KT Community secre-
tary (secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com) - see details on 
our website quarantineisland.org.nz or go to the Quarantine 
Island/Kamau Taurua Facebook page, or you can register to 
receive e-newsletters.                                        Claire Hagglund  
. 

Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute  
 

  We celebrated our 64th Birthday with lunch at the Futomaki Res-
taurant in Port Chalmers. 14 members attended and for many it 
was a new and pleasing dietary experience.  
Phyllis had our birthday cake supplied by special delivery and all 
enjoyed the cream sponge which was cut by Joyce and Mary, our 
newest and longest term members.  
Federation and National newsletters and Competition Day details. 
were distributed.                                                               Mary Inglis 
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PHARMACY SNIPPETS 
How to prepare for the flu season 
With autumn upon us it means winter is fast approach-
ing - shorter days, cold weather and unfortunately, the 

flu season.  
  

The official flu season runs from May to September, and al-
though anyone can get the flu, it doesn’t mean you will defi-
nitely get it every year. People who are fit and well are better 
able to ward off the flu. If you eat a balanced diet, exercise 
regularly and get enough sleep, your body will be in good 
shape to fight back against any invading flu virus. 
Symptoms of flu include: 
a fever greater or equal to 38°C 
at least one respiratory symptom, like a cough, sore throat, 

or runny nose  
rapid onset with at least one systemic symptom, like a 

headache, aches and pains, sweats or chills, or fatigue.  
  

Flu symptoms are severe and are not to be confused with 
cold symptoms – with the flu you often don’t have the en-
ergy to get out of bed.  
Some people are more at risk of getting the flu than others 
and are therefore eligible for a free flu vaccine. They include 
those who: 
 are pregnant  
 are significantly overweight  
 use asthma preventers  
 have diabetes  
 are aged 65 years or over  
 have heart disease  
 have kidney problems  
 have a serious medical condition, like cancer.  
 

If you are unlucky enough to get the flu, you should stop the 
spread of flu germs by:  
staying in bed and not going to work or school 
covering your mouth when you cough and sneeze 
regularly washing your hands and drying them thoroughly  
avoid crowded settings. 
  

Prevention is better than cure: 
washing your hands thoroughly and often and avoid touch-

ing your eyes, nose, or mouth 
eating a balanced diet with fruit and vegetables rich in vita-

min C 
getting enough sleep 
reducing your stress levels 
getting regular exercise. 
Look after your health – it is your most cherished possession.                                          
                                    The team at Port Chalmers Pharmacy 

Passport photos available here  

new members of all abilities so come along and give it a go. The 
interclub season starts on April 29th. Our teams are: 
A Reserve:  Andrew Court, Martin Bainbridge,  Peter Woodhill. 
B Grade:    Liz Franz, Harry White, Ian Landreth, Dave Roberts.                        
                                                                           Ian Landreth 

Port Chalmers Table Tennis Club 
We have been practicing hard for the new season. We 

have also been busy in the transfer market during the 
off-season and have managed two signings from the Abbots-
ford club to bolster our interclub teams. This means that we 
will now have a very competitive team for our second foray 
into A Reserve after winning B grade last season. Our C 
grade team has moved up to B grade so the club is on a roll. 
We continue to hold our club nights on Thursdays nights at 
the Harbour Rugby clubrooms from 7.30. We have room for  

"Opera Here" at Orokonui - Sunday 19th May  
at 3pm  
 

Join soprano Lois Johnston; mezzo Claire Barton; accom-
panist Mark Bevin and special guest - tenor Ridge Ponini for 

a light-hearted afternoon of opera's greatest hits. Big arias. Big char-
acters. Big voices. Big afternoon.  
 

Performance KOHA. Your cash gift enables us to pay our profes-
sional artists and take opera out onto the road and into unusual 
places.  Refreshments available at the café.   

Sawyers Bay Playcentre  
Aroha for Papatuanuku  
This month our tamariki have 
been out and about around Sta-
tion Road, onto the school 
grounds, over to the carpark at 
the Church, and along the path 
to the Playcentre gate. We no-
ticed the autumn leaves on the 
ground, stopped to throw 
“helicopter” Sycamore seeds into 
the air and jumped in some pud-
dles. We also noticed some  
rubbish in the carpark and the  
children heard how we could 
contribute to our community by 
collecting any rubbish we passed  

by. The next time we went out we 
looked for rubbish under bushes 
and trees. The children worked 
together to pick up and carry 
rubbish in the baskets or calling 
out to each other when they 
found some more. A sense of 
achievement made us feel good.  
 

We heard from our educator how 
blue fish have been painted be-
side drains by the Sawyers Bay 
School children to remind us that 
fish live in our waterways and 
how it was important to keep 
rubbish away from the drains. 
 

This experience fostered a sense 
of belonging, or mana whenua, in 
our children, and this in turn will 
give them confidence to learn 
and try new things. We love ob-
serving them learning to take part 
in caring for our Playcentre, our 
community and to have Aroha for 
our Earth, Papatuanuku.  
 

In the photo (left) are Hank 
Chapman, Theo Hurring, Kai 
Swete and Kristina Goldsmith. 
 

Report by Sarah Frost (Sawyers Bay 
Playcentre President) 

Future Living Skills Course 
The Sustainable Living programme is a practical, fun way to learn 
and use actions to reduce your environmental impacts. The course 
will cover: 
 energy efficiency: cut your power bill 
 eco-building: solar design and insulation 
 water use and river protection 
 growing crops at home 
 waste minimising in your consumer choices 
 food: healthy choices, shopping and processing 
 travel options and their carbon impacts 
● community resilience (links with Civil Defence). 
 

Register now to be part of a group who are keen to learn and 
share practical tips that make a difference plus meet others in your 
community who are interested in living more sustainably.  
 

Two workshops available: EIGHT WEEK COURSE | $40 
 

Thursdays | 7pm to 9pm | Starts 2 May | Ends 20 June 
St John Church Hall, 92 Beach Street, Waikouaiti 
 

WEEKEND WORKSHOP | $40 
Saturday, 15 and Sunday, 16 June 
Dunedin Philosophical Society Rooms, 469 Hillside Road, Dunedin 
Contact – Jennie Upton  0273307311  jennie.l.upton@gmail.com 
www.sustainableliving.org.nz  
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Trade & Services Directory 

47 George Street,  
Port Chalmers, Ph:472 8026.   

 

General Practice 
 

 Welcoming new patients. 
Under 14yr old free for enrolled patients 

Please phone us for an appointment. 

Professional    
Hairstyling  
for Men &  
Women. 

Open  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  

9am - 5pm.  
 

Late night Thursday.  
Open Saturday morning.  

 
Serving and Supporting Port 

Chalmers for 20 years 
 28 George Street, Port Chalmers  

472 8715.  

GOLD & SILVER 
 

I buy any gold and silver, 
in any form. Unwanted or  
broken jewellery, chains 
and watches, coins and 

bars etc. 
 

Local buyer, fair prices.  
 

Ph Alexander  
027 367 8863. 

 

PORT TO PORT CRUISES  
& WILDLIFE TOURS 
2 

WINTER TIMETABLE  Weekends & 
Public Holidays, 1st April - Sept 31st 
 

Departures: 
Back Beach-Portobello 
12:55pm 
3:00pm 
 

Portobello - Back Beach 
1.15pm 
3:15pm 
 

Wildlife Cruise 1.15pm  
 
Other days & times by  
Prior arrangement. Bookings essential 
020 416 24250      www.porttoport.co.nz 

HARBOUR  HEALTH  PORT  CHALMERS LTD 

Adults$12  
Child $6 
each way 

Adults $90 
Child $46 



 

                          
                                      Trade & Services Directory 

HAFSLUND  
 UPHOLSTERY 

 

Antique Specialist 
 

Recovery and Repairs on all household                      
and office furniture 

   62 George St, Port Chalmers. 

Free  quotes Ph 472 8554  
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Affordable Accounting Services 
 

- Small Business Set Up 
- Annual Accounts 
- Taxation Advice 

- GST Returns 
- Migrant Tax Issues – UK 

 
P 03 4710767  M 0273388307 

E phillip@cowleyaccounting.co.nz 
W www.cowleyaccounting.co.nz  

Phillip Cowley 
Chartered Accountant 

TJ’s Flooring 
Todd & Matt Donovan 

 
Your local floor Specialists 

Carpet Tiles, Cork, Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 
 

All Floor 
preparation. 

 

Polished 
Floors a  

Specialty                       
(see Pioneer Hall). 

 

 
 

38 Grey St, Port Chalmers 
Todd 0276 477583 or Matt 0275 309945 
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Backyard Medicine  
 

Ribwort - Plantago lanceolata is this month’s herb. 
You may remember it from  previous columns about 

weed salad, ears and the respiratory system. Like many 
herbs, Ribwort has a wide range of uses. It is Anticatarral 
(clears snot, basically!) - good for sinus troubles, Astringent - 
useful in Bronchitis, Coughs and Bronchiectasis, Demulcent  - 
when you have a sore throat, and Sinusitis, also great for 
Gastritis and Peptic Ulcers, and Vulnerary - which means it 
helps with bleeding (for example from an ulcer). 
 

If you are interested in herbs - you may wonder what the 
‘wort’ ending of plenty of plants is all about - it is an old word 
for ‘herb’. If you know what Ribwort looks like, you will quickly 
understand the rib part of the name. It is everywhere, you will 
discover, once you start to look. Look it up on the web - you 
will quite likely recognise it from your garden - you may even 
call it a weed. I have a friend who told me when I started gar-
dening that a weed is  simply a plant in the wrong place!  
Why not make a tea next time you have a cold, or your aller-
gies are playing up? Add some Elderflower if you have any 
dried. Use some Thyme with it if you have a sore throat. Pop 
in some Chickweed if it’s for your tummy. As always, proceed 
with caution if you are unfamiliar, and should you be on any 
medications, please talk to your healthcare professional be-
fore embarking!                                Francisca Griffin, Naturopath  
 

                    

ice-

GARDENING WITH SALLY 
Autumn is here and as gardeners we are beginning to think clean 
up.  As the growing season is coming to a close there is still an out-
burst of colour from late-flowering perennials and the deciduous 
trees are colouring up brilliantly. Living in a cooler climate we are 
lucky enough to get a rich blaze of colour before winter dormancy. 
Autumn is nature’s natural time for planting, so time to get planting.  

 

1. BULBS- Continue to plant your spring bulbs in the garden. Cro-
cuses, tulips, frittilarias, anemone, reticulata iris, bluebells, narcissus 
(daffodils), leucojons (snowflakes) and muscari (grape hyacinths). 
 

2. Plant your Broad bean seeds on Anzac Day. An evergreen  
that is a favourite of mine but I also love the pretty red flowering vari-
ety – with deep red flowers in spring.  
 

3. Garden essentials for cut flowers for autumn– echinacea, se-
dum autumn joy or Star Dust, dahlias, gysophila, alstroemeria, Hy-
drangea Annabelle, rose’s particular David Austin varieties, eucomis 
(Pineapple lilies) and Gaura Blush and so white. Just a few of my 
favourite pickable flowers in autumn. 
 

4. Mulch, mulch, mulch - now is the time to have a tidy up in the 
garden and mulch. I use a bark mulch and put it on about 10cm 
thick. This helps with replenishing the soil, suppressing weeds and 
helping retain moisture. 
Blueskin Nurseries & Café, 2 Harvey Street, Waitati. Phone 
034822828 email sally@blueskinnurseries.co.nz.    Sally Brown 
                                                                                                                   

for the new term. There have been a number of changes or initia-
tives introduced this year, as mentioned in recent editions of The 
Rothesay News, and the most recent has been the introduction of a 
new process of goal setting and learning plans. Individual Education 
Plans (IEPs) are not new but have previously only been used for 
children that needed extra support and resources. Now we have 
created them for every student.   
Being a small school allows us to approach education differently, 
and an example of this is having the time to speak to each student 
on their own, discussing their learning on a regular basis and teach-
ing smaller groups of similarly matched students at a time.   
 

Children learn faster when they know what it is they are meant to be 
learning. We have given them all a voice, and an opportunity to be 
more involved in the planning of their learning, and this will help to 
avoid them falling through any cracks in an education system that 
gives more attention to some children than to others.   
We have an aim that each day and week is better than the previous 
and we are always reflecting on what we are doing so that we can 
keep improving, and we are.                        Tom Woodhouse, Principal 

St Josephs Port Chalmers When you read this the 
start of Term 2 will have only just begun, therefore it is obvious 
that I’m writing this at the end of Term 1.  The holiday break is 
upon us and we are a couple of days into recharging the bat-
teries after the busy 11 weeks we have had and getting ready  
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Each month we ask a West 
Harbour personality to an-
swer the same ten questions.  
Joe Cecchi has lived in 
Careys Bay since 1975 and 
is originally from New York 
City and was a school 
teacher before his retirement.  
Joe tells The Rothesay News 
that he loves living here and 
loves the lifestyle and people 
of Port Chalmers. Joe has a 
stall at the Port and Waitati 
Markets and is also chairman 
of the Careys Bay Associa-
tion, who are working for a quieter and cleaner Port Chalmers. 
 

  Q. If you had the chance which three people (alive or dead) 
would you invite for dinner? 
A. Robin Williams, Jacinda Ardern and Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

Q. What are your three favourite movies? 
A. Godfather, Blade Runner and any Marx Brothers Film. 
 

Q. What was your first car and if money was no object what car 
would you like to buy? 
A. MGB, Tesla X.  
.. 

Q. If you were to face the guillotine in the morning, what would 
you choose as your last meal? 
A. An invisibility potion. 
   

Q. Which three countries would you most like to visit? 
A. Antarctica, Bhutan and Tibet. 
 

Q. When you were at school can you remember what you first 
wanted to be when you grew up? 
A. I wanted to be a cowboy.   

Q. What do you think is the most useful invention of all time? 
A.  The corkscrew.  
 

Q. What is the best book you have read? 
A. Cats Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut. 
 

Q. If you had a time machine where in the past or future would 
you go? 
A. A time when I could get on the first commercial flight to Mars. 
 

 Q. If you had to spend one month on a desert island name three 
things you would take along?.  
A. Scuba gear, laptop with satellite internet, a hammock.             
                                                               Ange McErlane      

10 Questions…with Joseph Cecchi    ► 

 

@Port Library & Service Centre 
 

New Zealand Music Month at Port Chalmers Library 
 

Come along and enjoy some excellent local music at your 
local library: 
2nd May   7.00 pm The Valley Chicks   (ukulele group)  
9th  May   7.00 pm  Humboldt   
16th May  6.00 pm  Leo and Oscar Ladell   
23rd May  7.00 pm  Robert Scott (with special guest)   
30th May  7.00 pm  Pop Tops (aka Shakes and co) 
  

Did you know the library is also a DCC Service Centre? This 
means you can purchase rubbish bags and glass recycling 
bins and pay your DCC rates. 
  

Justice of the Peace available at the library every Monday 
10am – 12pm.          Ainslie and the Team at Port  Chalmers Library 

 We accept pre-orders for all kinds of occasions 

St Leonards School - What a way to finish Term 
1!  We had a fabulous Art Exhibition and Sale with a per-
sonal highlight being the inclusion of pieces from our 

after school art class students - some of which sold (and not just 
to relatives) - fantastic learning for life!  
The last week of term we had two camps.  Our seniors spent 
three wonderful days horse-riding, bush walking, learning about 
stream health, playing spotlight after dark and having a sing-
along by the bonfire.  In the week leading up they budgeted and 
planned the meals their group was going to cook and of course 
had time to create and practice skits for the talent show. Our 
junior camp included a visit from Halo project ambassador John 
Fisher and a visit to Orokanui Ecosanctuary including a huge 
walk all the way down to Waitati.   
Our touch team gained skills and confidence throughout the sea-
son, and both of the Futsal teams had some great success.  I’ve 
been overhearing a lot of conversations in the playground about 
working as a team - great stuff. It’s great to see that this will con-
tinue in the winter sports arena too with two netball and two 
hockey teams entered into their respective competitions. It’s also 
been a busy term for our teachers professional develop-
ment.  We’re continuing to work with the West Harbour cluster 
around STEAM and during the holidays the whole teaching team 
attended a two day workshop hosted by Joan Dalton around the 
language of learning. I’m looking forward to seeing us put the 
learning into practice. 

Renowned Chinese Qigong Master Coming to Port 
Chalmers - World renowned Chinese Qigong Master and Life 
Cultivation Teacher, Yuan Tze, will be holding a workshop in 
the first weekend of May in the Port Chalmers Town Hall in 
which he will share his knowledge on attaining enhanced well-
being and higher realisation. Port Chalmers Town Hall, Grey 
St, Port Chalmers, 10am-6pm Saturday May 4th and Sun-
day May 5th 2019. To register :https://yuantzecentre.com/#yt-
eventsYuan Tze Ren Xue - Yuan Tze Ren.  Local Coordinators Ans 
Wilkin 0277568383, Serena Weatherall 0220378139. 

Out on the Harbour -        

Recently a Humpback 
Whale made itself at 
home just outside the 
entrance to Otago Har-
bour for a few days. Its 

the second sighting in the last couple of months. A few lucky 
people got to see it splashing around and feeding, in amongst a 
school of fish and krill. Often when humpbacks feed here they 
stay for a few days. Sometimes a couple of weeks.  There 
doesnt seem to be a particular time of year or pattern. Though 
scientists suggest that July and December are when certain 
species may be migrating past our coast. Orca have also been 
spotted in and around the Otago Harbour lately.  A Southern 
Right Whale came almost to Careys Bay in January this year. 
These are only the ones that have shown up when people have 
been there to see them. Whales were common place here be-
fore Europeans arrived. Europeans hunted them for their blub-
ber. The Weller's Rock whaling station was one of the largest 
whaling stations in New Zealand in the early 1830's.  
Something to ponder on next time you get the chance to gaze 
out from the Port Chalmers flagstaff. Southern Right Whale,  
 

once bred at the Harbour Entrance until around the late 1830s. 
Working from Wellers Rock over a period of almost 10 years, whal-
ers fished them out to a localized extinction. Now we need to  
travel a lot further to be able to study Southern Right Whales. Lo-
cal scientists and students have been travelling to the sub-
Antarctic islands on University research vessel Polaris II, to study 
them in their breeding area. There might be more large mammals 
within line of sight from Port Chalmers than we realise.              
Rachel McGregor , Port To Port Cruises & Wildlife Tours  

Humpback whale, photo Graeme Loh, taken 
from MV Sootychaser, 16th April 2019 



 

                           

 
 
 

- Pea Sea Art - Art Exhibition, ‘Take Five’. Featuring works of 
five-sided variety by Robert Scott, Dallas Henley and Mark Sharma. 
Opening night, Sunday May 5th (5-7pm). 
 

- "Opera Here" at Orokonui - Sunday 19th May at 3pm, 
performance koha. 
 

- Harbourside Table Tennis Club - 7.30 Thursday nights, Cost 
$3, Coaching and gear provided. 
 

- Koputai Indoor Bowling Club – at the Port Chalmers Bowl-
ing Club, Albertson Avenue, Port Chalmers.  Meets every Tuesday 
at 7.00 p.m.  Free Membership. No experience necessary. For infor-
mation telephone Harold Woods 472-8144 or Shirley Boekhout 472-
7169. 
 

- Euchre is played at the Port Chalmers Bowling Club every Mon-
day at 1.00 pm. The cost is $3.00. Everyone welcome 
  

- Toy Library, open Saturdays 2-4pm, look out for the yellow 
sign on Ravensbourne Road. 
 

- West Harbour Ukuleles: Most Sunday mornings at the Pioneer 
Hall,11.00.Check Facebook, ‘West Harbour Ukuleles’ or call/txt Greg 
Hings for more information, 021962396.  
 

- Kia Ora Katoa Women’s Institute meet in the Chalmers 
Lounge upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month at 1.30pm. For information contact Irene Todd 472 
7163. 
 

- Port Chalmers Women’s Institute meet in the Chalmers 
Lounge upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30pm. For information contact Mary Fahey 472 8370 
 

- - United Church of Port Chalmers: May Sunday services 
held at Emmanuel Church Sawyers bay, al at 10am.              . 
            . 
 

- Holy Trinity Port Chalmers, Main Service - 10 am, Sunday Mid-
week Service - 10 am, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays Family Service - 10 am, 
1st Sunday of the month. 
- St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 38 Magnetic St, Port Chalmers. 
Mass 5pm Saturday, Wednesday 11.30am.  
 

 - All Fibre Handcrafts e.g Knitting, Crochet, Patchwork, Embroi-
dery, Spinning. Emmanuel Church Hall, Sawyers Bay, Monday 13                                     
and 27th of May, come at 11am or 1.30pm. For info contact 472-
8487. 
-- Music & Movement: Rolfe Room, next to the Library, Tues-
days during school terms, 10.45am. 
 

-  Bookshare @ Port Chalmers Library – First Wednesday of 
the month at 11.00am. 
 

- Sawyers Bay Garden Club - Meets at Emmanuel Church Hall, 
Sawyers Bay, on the 3rd Tuesday September - April at 7.15pm and the 
3rd Saturday of the month May - August at 1.45pm. For information 
contact Secretary Karlina Jackson 472 8510.  
- Senior Citizens meet each Tuesday at 1.00pm in the 
Chalmers Lounge upstairs in the Port Chalmers Town Hall. For infor-
mation contact Dorothy Allum 472 7712.  
 

- Port Chalmers Maritime Museum: Normal Hours: Monday to 
Friday 10am-3pm, Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays 1.00 - 4.00 p.m. 
Also open by special appointment. Cruise ship days visiting hours: 10am 
- 5pm. Enquires 472-8233. 
 

- Blueskin Market: 5th May, (First Sunday of the month), 
11 to 1. local arts, crafts, produce, and more! Gallery on Blueskin at 
Waitati. Free stalls available. 
 

- Port Chalmers Community Market: 19th of May             
(every third Sunday of the month), 10am-3pm, George St, opp 
4Square. Organic produce, local food, craft, music and lots more. 
 

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH ON WEST HARBOUR…       
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INFORMATION 

 

West Harbour  
Community Board 

Next meeting Wednesday  
the 8th of May 2019 

  

Meetings commence at 5.30pm and 
are held in the Rolfe Meeting Room, 
Port Chalmers Town Hall and Service 
Centre.  
If you have issues that you would like 
to raise at the Boards public forum, 
please phone Jennifer Lapham  
474-3363. 
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End of another cruise ship season and the Broxton connection 
 

By the time this article appears in The Rothesay News the cruise ship season will 
be over. It has been a busy season with the first vessel, the Majestic Princess, 
arriving in October to the last vessel the Golden Princess on the 12th of April. One 
hundred and eighteen cruise ships were booked to come but due to weather con-
ditions not all showed. There are expected to be more of the same next season. 
 

The Dunedin City Council wax lyrically about the benefits of the ships and there 
would be few to argue but maybe the benefits could be more beneficial to Port 
Chalmers retailers. I have heard from passengers on a number of occasions that 
they are advised before disembarking from their ship that Port has little to offer, 
best to grab a coach and head down the now busy road to Dunedin.  
 

Volunteers at the Port Chalmers Maritime Museum keep records on the number of 
visitors. Even with more ships calling the Museum has seen a slight decline in visitors. For example in January 2018, 3563 people 
and February 2018, 3745  people  called in to the Museum, compared to 3445 in January 2019 and 3326 in February 2019 . On the 
positive side the passengers from cruise ships that converse with the museum volunteers often have interesting tales to tell. A num-

ber of Australian visitors often ask if the museum has any record of a 
relative that sailed into Port Chalmers on their way to the Otago gold-
fields. One elderly visitor from the United States of America was very 
interested in the vessel Broxton. He came from where it was built in 
Oregon. His father worked on its construction in 1919 and he wanted 
to know all about the ship and its final resting place at Port Chalmers. 
 

The Broxton was a 3,585 ton general cargo 
wooden steamer built for the United States 
Shipping Board. Reported as the largest 
wooden steamer afloat she normally carried a 
crew of thirty seven and loaded her first cargo 
of timber for Melbourne in 1920. Under char-
ter to Blackball Coal Company she sailed 
from Melbourne to Newcastle where she 
loaded coal for the New Zealand railways. 

This voyage was to Lyttelton where it made a few voyages carrying Newcastle coal. The vessel was later ar-
rested for debt and after a few court cases the crew had to seek wages owed and assistance from the United 
States Embassy. The vessel ended up in the hands of the Union Steam Ship Company and in 1922 arrived at 
Port Chalmers where she was stripped of fixtures and fittings and converted to a coal hulk. The Broxton was 
later berthed near the Otago Dock and is still there today buried underneath reclaimed land for the container 
terminal. 
 

Many Port Chalmers residents will remember the old timber hulk of the Broxton. The vessel was a distinctive 
and familiar landmark. It would become a play ground and a meeting place for many Port kids. Of course in 
today’s world it would be deemed a monumental hazard and a no-go zone by OSH (Occupation Safety and 
Health) officials.                                                                                                                                                       Bruce E. Collins    

The Broxton as many port children would remember her 

Halo Project  - Pests 
around our places 
 
As we come into late autumn, 

now is the time that you might notice more pests such as rodents 
and possums about your house. Possums are dispersing at this 
time of year – male possums are starting their move to find 
mates and juveniles are leaving their birth territories. This means 
they’re moving about the landscape and you’re more likely to 
hear them in your backyard. This is a good time to put out non-
toxic chew cards to find where possums are, and to put out a 
trap. The Halo Project can provide fully funded Trapinator pos-
sum traps to be hosted in your backyard in Port Chalmers, 
Carey’s Bay or Sawyers Bay.  
 

Rodents are also more noticeable at the moment, as they move 
into sheds and houses to take advantage of the shelter from the 
colder weather. If you’d like to target rats and want to get your 
hands on a trap, we can provide Modified Victor Pro traps inside 
wooden tunnel boxes. These are humane traps, that can deal to 
large rats that some other traps won’t catch. The units are $15, 
subsidised by Kiwibank Predator Free Backyard Communities, a 
programme which provides funding to assist the community with 
implementing a backyard trapping programme.  
Any pests that we catch around our houses also benefit our na-
tive biodiversity, by protecting native species from introduced 
predators. So it’s a win-win! For more information, please contact  

info@haloproject.org.nz or 022 026 2115. Tips to tackle these 
pests 
- Keep traps well baited, and check them frequently. Fresh bait is 

more likely to entice a pest. 
- Collect up fruit that drops from trees and keep composts se-

cured. 
- Patch up any entrance holes into your house and sheds – one 

way to check is to go into the ceiling during the day, and look 
for where you can see light coming in. There is a good chance 
this is where the rat is entering. 

- Trim any trees or bushes away from the roof to make it harder 
for rodents to get in.                                     Sophie Penniket 

A busy day of the season - courtesy of the Port 
Chalmers Maritime Museum. 

The Broxton Binnacle 
– Courtesy of the 
Port Chalmers  
Maritime Museum 

Keep Dunedin Beautiful - Trees 
for Families  - May 12th, Mothers 
Day 2019 

 

Every Mother’s Day, in partnership with the  
Rotary Club or Dunedin, Keep Dunedin Beauti-
ful hosts Trees for Families. Trees for Families provides the 
opportunity to celebrate family milestones while contributing to 
a native revegetation project in Dunedin. 
 

Trees cost $20 each and must be pre-ordered. To order your 
tree and find out more about the event contact Keep Dunedin 
Beautiful for more information, and to register for the next 
event, ph 477-4000, keepdunedinbeautiful@dcc.govt.nz 


